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DEAR SIR, 


18. day in which we live is a period of nncommon 
exertion, both in the political and religious world. 
Providence ſeems to be pregnant with the moſt intereſt- 
ing events, in which Scripture predictions find their 
completion, and aſcertain the reign of the Almighty 
in Jacob to the ends of the earth, The firm perſua- 
fion of this delightful truth, is the anchor of the ſoul, 
amidſt the portending form ; whence the dark clouds 
which hoyer round the nations, and ſometimes pour down 
their dread contents, drop their alarming gloom, or pre- 
ſent a bright and inviting aſpect. The banners of war 
till unhappily wave in the wind, and myriads daily flock 
to their ſtandard, who refit unto blood, ſtriving againit 
the encroachments of human power, Diſplays of prow- 
els and valour in ſuch a caute, tho” at the expence of 
deſtroying many lives, and fpreading terror and deſola- 
tion on the carth, are univerſally applauded, and trans- 


mitted to poſterity, as & theme of panegyric, and grate- 


tul admiration, 

If luch exertions in defence of civil rights, and in ſup- 
port of laweful and eſtabliſhed authority, be decmed to 
praiſe-worthy, ſhall not attempts to be workers toge- 
ther with the Son of Goc in ſavi ing men from the great- 
eſt of all miſeries. and bringing them to a ſtate of the 
truck honour, and mott confummate felicity, meet the 
2»probation of the humane, the religious and benevo- 
lat, who have taſted the wormwood and the gall of a 

tate of 1gnorance and guilt, and appreciate the dignity 
and bliſs. of deliverance from it > To the immortal ho- 
nour of the molt exalted of all characters. we find it ſaid, 
That he came not to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave them, 
—and that he went about a/ways doing good. The com- 
mon people are ſaid to have heard him gladly ; and only 
thofe who had finiftzr purpoſes to ſerve, and, on that 
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account, feared the decreaſe of their 6wn undue wflc. 
ence, would confider this as a ground of reproach, aud 
add, in ſupercilious ſcorn, Thee people tbut know not ths 
law, are accurſed. To reſemble him in this, and even 
to partake of his reproach, is the higheſt honour mor. 
tals can attain, and the moſt direct and certain way t0 
become benefactors to mankind, Such philanthropy 
may, however, be undervalued, or t:yroatized among 
men, who confine their views and purſnits to a preſent 
world; but ſhall not fail of its reward with God, who 
hath told us, 'That ſucb as turn many to righteouſneſs, or 
with pure zcal uſe the means he hath appointed for tha! 
purpole, Hall ſhine as the ſun, and as the brightneſs of 
the fir mament, for ever and ever. 

The laudable efforts employed of late, to diffuſe the 
knowledge of Divine truth at home and abroad, have 
gladdened the hearts of thontands, as one of the bright. 
eſt ſigus of the times, among many of an oppoſite na- 
tare, and as bearing a friendly aſpect on the preſen! 
wretched and convuiſed ſtate of the world. They arc 
in perfect uniſon with an ancient prediction, which rc. 
ſpects the dawning glory of the latter day, Many ſhail 
run to and fro, and knowledge, as the happy conſequence, 
Ball be increaſed. This mode of ſpreading the know- 
ledge aud bleſſings of Meſſiah's gracious reign, Sata" 
will doubtleſs attempt to counter=& ; for every accom- 
pliſhment of that prediction hitherto has touſed the pow- 
ers of darkneſs, well knowing there is nothing more fe- 
tal to their intereſt than the diffuſion of ſacred light, 
their kingdom corfifting in moral darkneſs and its na- 
tural fruits. But hath the Lord faid, that many ſhall 
go to and fro, and that nowledge Hall be mereaſed it 
the earth, till, in the expreſſive figure of prophecy, the 
tight of the moon ſball become as the light of the ſun, ani 
the light of the ſun increaſe ſevenfold, as the concentrated 
liebt of ſeven days, and ſhall he not bring it to paſs in 
the courſe of his benign providence ? 

Several denominations of Chriſtians have taken, to 
their honour, an active part in theſe labours of love, and 
ſeem diſpoſed to perſevere in the laudable work, It 35 
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t be devontly wiſhed and hoped their pious efforts may 
not be in vain in the Lord. What the RErIIHF SYNOD, un- 
der whom you have acted for u time as a Miſhonary, have 
done in promoting a Miſhon to the Highlands, hath met 
the approbation, and the warmeſt withes of the friends 
of Jeſus, to when his glory, and the ſalvation of his 
choſen are dear and precious, às objects of the greateſt 
magnitude. Few, in the leaſt acquainted with the ſtate 
of religion in that country, will deny the propriety ot 
ſuch a meaſure, The detached hints publithed in ſome 
periodical works, reſpecting the ſucceſs of that miſſion, 
excited expectation, and gave fore reaſon to hope a ful- 
ler account would follow. Hitherto no ſach account 
hath appeared. I recollect yonr Miſhonaries were en- 
joined to keep a journal, and tu communicate regularly 
to the Committees, t that were appointed to give them 
Witr uctions, whatever occurred wo:thy of obſervation. 
It is be ſuppoſed, they were not altogether deficient 
'n the dicharge of this part of their duty. Obſerva- 
eus made on the {pot might ſerve to aſcertain the ſtate 
of of religion aud merals in that part of ont die, and how 
tr the inhabitants ave favoured with the means of re- 
1191645 wtruction, in ſcriptural purity, an inquiry and 
Wich worthy of the attention of all ranks in theſe lands. 
Acute manifeſted by the people toenjoy theſe means, 
. 1c apparent effects they produced when enjoyed, if 
luch defire and effects appeared, weuld"co far to point 
out the expediency of ſuch miſſions ; as, without the 
countenance of the people, and, confidering their de- 
pendaut ftate, even of ſome in the higher ranks, ſuch 
attempts mult prove impracticable. Thoſe who contri- 
butcd to the fupport of theſe benevolent deſigns, and 
1m 7ht be inchued, did they fee thera ſucceed, to repeat 
er lberalhty, naturally wiſh for information, with re- 
ipect to the above and funtlar particulars, and have ſome 
ght to expect it. Many were diſappointed at not ſce- 
% avy thing publiſhed wn the ſubject, the few hints re- 
forced to above excepted, eſpecially as productions of a 
Emilar nature me a favourable reception, and were not 
without their effect. Underitanding the Syncd of Relief 
A 3 | 
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have agreed ſtin to ſupport a Miſfion to certain diſtricts 
in the Highlands, might it not ſerve ſome good purpole, 
to communicate, by the Preſs, the account which I learr 
you have prepared for the uſe of their Committees ? 1 
properly executed, it might certainly anſwer ſome ya- 
inable ends. Perfuaded of this, and that you will not 
be averſe to any ſervice which may conduce to the in- 
tereits of religion in your native country, I beg leave to 
ſolicit you to publiſh your Journal, believing this will 
oblige many beſides myſelf. I ſuppoſe you have ſeen 
ſuch fruits of your labours during that tour, as may 
encourage your return, ſhould Providence put that in 
your power; to which your compaſſion for the 1gno- 
rant, and thoſe who are out of the way, and your defirc 
to promote the beſt intereſts of your fellow men, mul 

powerfully inchne. It is good to be zealoully affetted 

in a good thing. 

I am indeed aware, that ſach ſervices will be attend. 
ed with much labour, ſelf-denial, and, perhaps, W 
but theſe are inſeperable from ſuch a line of duty; and 
Satan and a corrupt heart muſt ceaſe to exiſt, before it 
can be faithfully performed, without expoting to ſuch 
hardſhips. I know ſome apprehend, iu the ſpirit of the 
times, 2 greater riſk ſtill,.— that the Clergy, alarmed 5: 
their honour, and inte reſt, may unhappily prevail with 
theſe in power, to check ſuch humane exertions, by for- 
eible meaſures. Such, perhaps, may be the wiſhes of ſome 
clergy among us, who feel for the influence and ſuppol- 
ed dignity of their order, but do not attend to the more 
than probable conſequences of ſuch 1mpolitic interfer- 
ence, to call it by no worſe a name. So far as concerns 
our civil rulers, IT truſt, however, ſuch apprehentions 
are quite groundleſs—that thete noffeſs more wiſdom, 
and more reſpect for the rights of confcience, and the 
laws of this and every other well-governed ſtate, which 
ſecure to the people the privilege of judging and chu- 
{mg for themſelves in matters of religion, than ever to 
be prevailed on to embark in any ſuch attempt. We 
have already many national crimes to account for to 
Heaven in the day of viſitation, which have been long 
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treaſuring up wrath againſt that fatal day; but ſuch a 
ſtep would at once fill up the meaſure of our iniquity, 
and not fail to pull down ſwift and exemplary deſtrue- 
tion. Any attempt to inſtigate to {ach meaſures would 
be highly unſeaſonable in church-men ; for we can hard- 
ly ſuppoſe them ſo blind, as not to perceive that the 
wrath of the Almighty is viſibly kindled again the 
corrupt part of their order, many of whom have of 
late been caft out as unſavoury ſalt, and trodden under 


foot of men, as our Lord intimates ſhould prove the 


caie; or as God threatens by his prophet to render them, 
J have made you contemptible and baſe before all the peo- 


ple, according as ye have not kept ny ways, but have been 


partial in the law, Mal. ii. This is the word of a king 
with whom 13 Almighty power, | 

When the grievous yoke of patronage, and other 
cauſes, have 1ncreaſed the number of hirelings, who care 
not for the theep, almoſt beyond example, to preclude the 
poor people, who are periſhing in numbers for lack of 
knowledge, whoſe minds are poiſoned with error, the 
venom of the old ſerpent, and are, to uſe the language 
of our Lord, blindly led by the blind, and both ready to 
fail into the ditch, to preclude them from reaping the 
henefit of the Chriſtian compaſſion of others, would be 
to bring the blood of their ſouls effectually on the heads 
of all thoſe that could deviſe or abet ſuch conduct; and 
that is no light matter; for the cry ot blood will pre- 
vail in the great and terrible day of the Lord, Should 
any church degenerate ſo far as to ſolicit or patronize 
ſuch meaſures, imagining they will prove means of ſe- 
curity, on the gates of her courts may be written, 
Ic habod, The glory 1s departed, The Jews had their 


eſtabliſhed teachers in abundance, a whole tribe, who 


were ſupported by the conſtituted authorities, and fat 
1 Moſes feat, elated with ſounding titles, and the ad- 
miration and appiauſe of the people; and yet our Savi- 


gur regarded them as no better than wolves in ſheep's 


clothing, and the poor people committed to their charge 
2: nec p ſcattered abroad, having no ſhepherd. As ſuch, 
his bowels of compaſſion frequently yearned over them, 
which led him often to open his mouth, and teach them 
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ont of the abundance of his heart. He went about from int, 
city to city, and from village to village, as did alſo his Has 
apoſtles, performing this labour of love; and is it not Bu 
bonourable to feel like him, and to copy ſuch examples? ju! 
When the rulers of the Jews forbade his apoſtles to Her 
ſpeak any more to the people in his name, their ani{wer Bl fro: 
merits attention, and is concluſive in ſuch cafes to this day, life 
Whether it be right © in the /aght of God ts hearken unto Wit 
you more than unto God, unge ye. It is a groſs miſtake {Wal © 
to think, that time and place alter the nature of duty. of | 

Eat ſappoſing God ſhould permit the fiend of perſe- pin. 
cution once more to revive, which may he avert, if it like 
be his holy will! let not any of his lervants be diſcou- wel 


raged, as if ſome ſtrange thing befel them. Such trying 755 
diſpeuſations are Chriit's fan, by which he purges his WM c4:/ 
floor, and wianows his wheat ; and by means of which 5 


he alſo prepares the chaff for that ſire which {hall not {Wmo! 
he qucached. Who were moſt apt to periccute the wle 
faithful of old, and the Lord of the taithtul when he ap- thei 
peared? W ho bat thoſe, who ſaid, Put us into one f, 
the pric/Þ*s offices, that we may eat 4 piece of bread, that MWtho! 
we may ſecure a living. They were thoſe who ſat 1: {MWnot 
Moſes“ chair, that cried, T þ1s rs the hein, come lit us $11] Mica 
him, and the inheritance ſhall be guns; and who ſtirred Nen. 
up the multitude to cry, Away with bim, away with pass 
Bim; crucify him, crac if y Bim; if thou letteſt this man pier 
go, thou art not Cefar's fr end: To ſecure the inheri- 2 o 
tance of the prieſthood, becauſe by it they had their Who” + 
wealth, was the grand and leading object, which at bot- ho 
tom prompted to this vocife ration; but how art fully do Ide 
they introduce a pretended concern for Cæſar, and by 


this pretended concern, when other arguments failed, 0 
they prevail ſo far as to procure the tentence nd mur- M/c/ ? 
der of the Son of God. Herod the King was troubled, WMV i 
and all Feruſalem with bim, when the King of Zion Hr 
mide his appearance, a prelude and figure of the effect? im, 
of his goſpel in the carth. Was there any thing in hi: hal 
birth or character to occaſion. or juſtify ſuch trouble? auth 
My Vinedom, ſaid he, 7s not of this world ; but it is one Fath 

VG! 


of Satan's devices to repreſent that kingdom, if not cali 
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into the mould of human wiſdom, and worldly policy, 
a5 inimical to the honour and intereſt of earthly rulers, 
But let the ſervants of the Lord, who have nobler ends 
iu view in preaching the goſpel, than to ſecure a living, 
or the tavour and applauſe of men, take an example 
from the prophet Daniel, and not count liberty, or even 
life dear to them, ſo be they may ſiniſh their courſe 
wit): joy, and give full proof of their miniſtry. A roy- 
al edict, threatening to caſt the tranſgreſſor into the den 
of lions, could not deter that holy man from worſhip- 
ping his God, as he had formerly done. His enemies, 
like court-paraſites, and expectants of preferment, knew 
well what ſtring to touch, in order to ſecure their end; 
They ſaid before the king, T hat Daniel, which 1s of the 
children of the captivity of Judab, regar deth not thee, O 
King, nor the decree that thou haſt ſigned. Thus the 
moſt loyal ſubject in the kingdom was accuſed by thoſe 
who had not the honour and intereſt of their prince, but 
their own, at heart. The king, ſore diſpleaſed with bim- 
ſelf, that he ſhould permit himſelf to be enſnared by 
thoſe who pretended to befriend him, when he could 
not deliver his faithful ſervant, addrefied him, when 
cuſt into the den of lions, This God whom thou ferve/t 
entinually, he will deliver thee ; which actually came to 
paſs. After a night ſpent in ſuch company, much hep- 
pier than Darius on his royal couch, Dane! was taken 
up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found up- 
n hun, becauſe be believed in bis God, Dan. vi. They 
who ſ:rve God continually, and believe in him, have 
the word of a greater than the king of Perſia and Me- 
dia, on which to found their hopes of deliverance, 
Our Lord ſays to his ſervants, Go, preach the goſ- 
„to every creature. Can language be more explicit? 
Who hath a right to countermand his word? or to ſay, 
by virtue of an authority pretended to be derived from 
Vim, Hitherto ſhall it come, and no farther, and here 
Hall obedience to it be ſtayed? He hath all power and 
authority in heaven and on earth veſted in him by his 
Father, and they who will not bow to that authority, or 
oſiglut againſt it, ſhall be broken by it ia pieces. What 
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would his ſervants have more than his authority to juf. 
tify their conduct? more than his promiſe to be atways 
with them, for their encouragement in obeying t! 
Greater and mightier is he that is with thein, and on 
their fide, chan all they who can be againſt them. His 
commiſſion to all his called and choſen ſervants, with. 
out exception, is not limited by the bounds of pariſhes, 
of provinces, or kingdoms ; for the earth is the Lord 

and the fulneſs thereof; and his commiſſion authorizes 
his ſervants to proclaim ſalvation in his name in every 
diſtri& of it, independent of human authority, that 
potleſies no right 20 control his word, and in the face of 
the gates of earth and hell, which ſhall never prevail 
againſt his cauſe and intereſt, Woe ſhall be to thoſe whe 
preſume to put an interdict on his mandate, and to ſuc 
as, through fear of man, cowardly ſhrink from obeying 
it. When Herod put forth bis hand againſt the church, 
and extinguiſhed one of her hining lamps by inhuman 
violence, and put another under a buſhel, meaning to 
gratify the Jews, by repeating the ſame tragedy, We are 
told, that the angel cf the Lord ſmote him, and that he 


was eaten up of worms 5 whence his royal corpſe, as 


Dr Doddridge expreſſes it, came manure to chat vine 

which he fooliſhly and impiouſſy attempted to pull op 
by the roots. Theſe things are written for the inſtruc. 
tion and warning of aſter ages, and I refer to them, that 
you may be encouraged to perſevere in what may ap- 
pear the line of duty, whatever obſtacle or danger mz 
occur. But I forget mylelf, by combating a monſter, 
which hath devoured much human fleſh, and oftes 
_ drenched the earth with the blood of its excellent ones, 
and with the blood of the King of glory ; but hath now 
for a long time, like the hon in the fable, been happily 

depriv ed of his teeth and claws, and laid proſtrate ol 
tue ground, an object of general execration. 

It is more than probable, that the faith of Chriſtians 
may undergo a fiery trial before the Lord end his con- 
troverſy, for the clouds are gethering after the rain 
but they who endure to the end ſhall be ſaved. 

Should you, Sir, think proper to publiſh the Journa 
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et your late excurſion to the Highlands, or again to vi- 
ac your native country, with the benevolent view cf pro- 
„ MW claiming to periſhing men the good tidings of great joy, 
n MW 1 cordially wiſh you ſucceſs, and that the Lord may arm 
; Wl you with fortitude and patience, and endue you with a 
double portion of that ſpirit, with whom it is nothing 
to ſave whether with many, or with them that have no 
might. From every inquiry I have made, and from 
ſome perſonal knowledge of that country, I believe the 
caſe of the poor people, with reſpect to religion, and the 
means of religious inſtru@10n, to be in general very de- 
plorable, and what claims the compaſſion of all who love 


you by his counſel, ſtrengthen you with all might in 
the inward man, — abundantly ſucceed all your labours 
of love, and be your very preſeat help in ever” time of 
need and trouble ! May you, dear Sir, and all nat fear 
and ſerve our common Lord, thus experience his good- 
neſs, and obtam mercy to be faithful even to the death, 
and after death inherit the crown of life which he will 
give on that day to all that love his appeorance! In 
hope ſoon to hear from yon, and that you will not de- 
cline complying with my requeſt, I remain, Cc. 
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DEA STx, 
Was favoured with yours of the ——, for which I 
return you cordial thanks. The times in which we 
live, as you juſtly obſerve, appear pregnant with great 
events. Not a few of theſe are for the preſent not joy- 
dus but grievous ; but bleſſed be God that we have ſtill 
canton to fing of mercy as well as cf judgment. The 
2cceptable year of the Lord hath been long ſince foretold 
as connected with the day of vengeance of our God; 
and jeſus was anointed and ſent to proclaim both. Iſa. 
IXI. 1,—3. Luke iv. 18, 19. A goſpel miniſtry ſtill 
maintains the fame connection, and the providence of 
Heaven fill exemplifies the lame procedure, How con- 


our Lord Jeſus in truth and in ſincerity. May he guide 


\ 


things of the world, to confound the mighty, and thing 


ſo curioufly framed as to Joſe their point; for a diſcourſe, 


rams homs, not at the ſound of filver trumpets. Of. 
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ſpicavus the Divine mercy in the contraft | for the Cay 


of vengeance is always preceded by a year of forbear. 
ance and long · ſuffering patience; and never burſts on the 
guilty, till the latter is miſimproved, and all its merci. 
ful proviſion deſpiſed and rejected. 

The attempts making to ſpread the knowledge 0! di. 
vine truth, whether at home or abroad, and to bring 
men to the love and practice of it, may juſtly be viewed 
as one of the moſt favourable ſigns of the times. Theſe 
attempts, however well intended, may not be conducted 
agreeable to the ſcheme which human poliey would de. 
vile, nor always, and in all things, regulated by the un. 
erring dictates of Heaven; and the inftruments may ne- 
be always ſcribes mftructed into the kingdom in the 
{chools of the prophets ; for the Lord, as of old, may 
paſs over theſe, and raiſe him up labourers in his Fele 
whomſoever he will. When he hath any extraordinary 
work to accompliſh in the earth, he uſually leaves the 
beaten tract, pours contempt on the dictates oi human 
wiſdom, and chuſes the weak, the deſpiſed and fooliſh 


that be not, to bring to nought things which are, tha 
no fleth might glory in his preſence. He puts the tres. 
ſure into earthen veſſels, that the excellency of the pov. 
er may be felt and owned to be of God, and not of man 
He can poliſh ſhafts for his quiver without the file of the 
artiſt, which ſhall do more execution than ſuch as are 


like an edged tool, may receive ſo much poliſh of the 
wiſdom of words as quite to loſe its edge. Long hath 
Goliath, with his trained bands, defied the armies of th: 
hving God, and infulted the camp of the ſaints ; and 
theſe are, alas! daily ſeen to ſhrink before them, not- 
wichſtanding all their boaſted and furbiſhed armour for 
the battle. The walls of Jericho fell at the blaſt of 


ten have the ſmooth ſtones from the brook, in the hand 
of a {tripling, on whom the ſelf-applauded hero would 
look with ſcorn, effected greater things than a Goliath, 
with all his formidable armour, Out of the mou 
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o babes and ſucklings can God ordain ſtrength, and 
perfect praiſe; and ſhould theſe hold their peace when 
Scribes and Phariſees are pleaſed to complain of their 
khoſannas to the Son of David, and to ſolicit his inter- 
ferende to command their filence, the very ſtones Would 
cry out, 

-Rut let it not be ſuppoſed that theſe thoughts are 
meant to decry ordinary means, ſo far as they are a- 
greeable to the word of God, and calculated to promete 
a fitneſs for his ſervice; but only to ſhew, that we ſhould 
not judge any thing before the time, nor venture-to con- 
demm, merely becauſe it may not meet our ideas of pro- 


priety, or comport with eſtabliſhed caftoms, If certain 


things called church-courts preſume to ſend forth hogrds 
of hirelings to devour, like ſo many locuſts, every green 
kerb in the vineyard, and think they can empower them 
to officiate in the courts of God, without once acknows=s 
leding himſelf, or regarding his authority ; may not 
he, with whom is the reſidue of the Spirit, ſend forth 
labourers into his own vineyard without aſking their 
permiſſion ? By their fruits ye ſhalt know them; for 
they that are of God, ſpeak his word. Thorns do 
not bear figs, nor thiſtles grapes, neither can fuch 


f:uits be expected from them, although planted in ever 


fo favourable a ſoil. The remonſtrance of old Eli 
to his ſons, hath been frequently applicable to many 
in the Chriftian prieſthood, He ſaid unto them, Why do 
ye ſuch things ? for I hear of your evil dealings by all 
this people. Nay, my fons : for it is no good report that 
I bean; ye make the Lord's people to tranſgreſs, 1 Sam. 
u. 23, 24 Awful is the declaration ſubjoined Nor- 
we bfanding they hearkened not unte the vaze of their fas 
tir, becauſe the Lord would flay them. And when per- 
{ors in the. ſacred office prove deaf to the voice of on- 
icience, and to-the voice of God, ſpeaking in and by his 
word and providence, this is an almoſt certaia preſage 
BE ure If it really appear, making the 
word of God the rule of judging, that ſuch characters 
actually exitt in the Chriſtian church, do not the peo- 
pie connected with them claim compaſſion, and theic 
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mournful fitnation demand the kind offices of their bre- 


thren, in ſending to them a bleſſing of ſuch importance 
as the goſpel of peace? 


It is true, Sir, I kept a Journal of whatever occurr- 


end during my miſlion, that appeared worthy of being 


recorded, agreeable to our inſtructions. Notes wer: 
taken on the ſpot, while the circumſtances were freſh in 
memory, aud from theſe notes a copy was allo prepared 
for the uſe of the Committees, the double of which, in 
Fall hand, was reſerved in my own poſſeſſion. The moſt 
material circumſtances were likewiſe communicated on 
the ſpot, by an epiſtolary correfpondence, to a member 
of Committee; ſo that by frequently adverting to them, 


they could not be caſily forgotten. As enjoined, the 


very texts diſcourſed on, in ſuch and ſuch places, are 
particularly noticed, and this ſerves to refute a ſlander, 
urged by ſome of the clergy, that my fellow miffionary 
and I went about preaching a few ſermons, on which 
we had taken great pains, with a view to catch the peo- 
ple. The diſcourfes delivered on that occaſion, a very 
few excepted, were ſuch as had been preached at home, 
bur the repetition of the ſame diſcourſe was carefully 
avoided, 

The clergy in theſe diſt ricts, however, are the laſt men 
in the world, who ſhould make the repetition of the farae 
diſcourſe a ground of reproach; for if current report be 
true, they recite their jcjune, barren harrangues, till 
they become more inſipid than the white of an egg, and 
their prayers, till every ſchool boy in the parith can 
repeat them verbatim, and every hearer know what 1: 
the next word and ſentence. There are doubtleſs ex- 


_ ceptions, though in ſome diftricts, it would appear, not 


many. I have heen aſſured, as a certain tact, that the 
members of a preſpytery are ſo very obliging, no doubt 
for their mutual eaſe and convenience, as to accommo- 
date each other with their reſpective quota of difcour- 
ſes, to prevent the almoſt continued recital of the ſame, 
And in truth, the provifion had need to be very gcc, 
or the ſtoraach extraordinary, that can conftanily par- 
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take of the ſame diſh, always ſerved up without the be- 
neSt of freſh culinary application. 
have been often ſolicited to publiſh my journal, 
and extracts from it have been repeatedly requeſted, to 
be inſerted in ſome period cal papers, but have hitherto 
reliſted ſuch applicatious; that I might not anticipate 
me Committee, for whoſe uſe it was drawn up, or in- 
terfere with what ſeemed to be their province. But I 
find iyſelf now at liberty to act in that as circumitan- 
ces juay dire. Intending, God willing, again to vifit 
theſe bounds, and having lately announced fo muck to 
the public, the expediency of publiſhing the jonrnal 
urged itſelf, as a ſuffictcvt vindicatiou of ſuck intention. 
Tue anprehenſions you have expreſſed in your laſt, in 
which you ſolicit this very thing, having been already 
o far realized, by the late conduct of a ſupreme churche 
court, ſeem to urge a diſcloſure of the ſtate of the poor 
Highlanders, with regard to religion, and the meaus of 
religious inftruQion, ſo far as your correſpondent had 
acceſs to obſerve, Some remarks on the famous 
Paſtoral Admonition, juſt now iſſued by that venerable 
body, which hath excited ſo much ſpeculation, and 
given no ſmall oNence to many, even of their own 


ti ends, you will permit me to make the ſubject of an- 


other epiftle z as it doubtleſs deſerves, and will receive, 
more particular attention than I can beſtorr, 
I have often reflected with myſelf, whether I ſhould 


communicate the anecdotes reſp Qing the clergy, which 


ander my own vbfervation, or were related in com- 


pany, or affirmed as certain notour facts by perſons of 
veracity, who could have no tempration to impoſe on 
a Aranger. No ſooner do you enter a company in the 
Highlands, than they begin to entertain you with the 
condatt of their clergy, they ſeem fo full of the ſubject, 
and fo diſguſted in general at their manners. This is 
the caſe not only with the common people, but even 4 
mong the higher ranks, ſome of whom paofefled them- 
{elves aſhamed and grieved at the inconſiſtencies, which 
teh fo often ſaw in perſons of that ſacred profethon. 


Some of theſe found place in my memorandum- book 
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but were the whole to be detailed, they would ſwell in- 
to a volume, Ihe Scriptures compare ſuch character: 
to a city ſet upon a hill, which cannot be hid. If they 
themſelves are at little or no pains. to conceal the un. 
proprieties of their conduct, to call them no worſe, can 
they expect the people ſhould conceal them? The ſa- 
cred writers have recorded the faults, and even the 
crimes of individuals, ſorne of whom were dear to God, 
and had the honour to be the penmen of Scripture, or 
to make a principal figure in the ſacred hiſtory. Their 
inſpiration ſecured them herein from doing any wrong. 
This liberty ſerved two valuable purpoſes. among o- 
thers, to aſceriain the authenticity of the ſacred writ- 
ings, and to puniſh in this life deviations from the path 
of duty, as a warning to others. Who would” chooſe 
to have their ſins recorded in a book, with their deſig- 
nation and placc of abode anuexed, and ſo tranſmitted to 
the end of time? And yet, to ſuch puniſhment have 
ſome of the beſt of men been ſubjected by their heaven 
ly Father, as the ſacred oracles will in every age atteſt. 
ve When the fins of public characters remain private or 
13 ſecret, it is very 1mproper to attempt to draw them out 

| of therr obſcurity ; for deeds of darkneſs ſhould be per- 
mitted, if poſſible, to remain in darkneſs ; but when 
they become notour, and are the reſult not of human 
infirmity or ſurpriſe, but of inveterate habit, and de- 
pravity of heart, the caſe is materially altered. He who 
expoſes a wolf, when artfully covered with ſheep”: 
clothing, performs an eſſential ſervice both to God and 
man, But ſhould he appear without the leaſſ diſguite, 
can it be à crime in thofe who happen to deſcry him, 
to exclaim, Behold a wolf! flee from the reach of hiz 
paws ga crime to alarm a flock of unſuſpecting ſheep 
s that ate in imminent danger of being torn and devoured 
by him? A flock is not in half the danger from the in- 
truſion of à wolf or tyger into their fold, as the ſouls of 

men are from the ſad effects of a corrupt miniſtry, 6: 
the baleful influence of an immoral clergy. To negle& 
to admoniſh people of their danger in ſuch caſes, in the * 
ſpirit of meekneſs and love, when proper opportuni- be: 
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tics of ſo doing offer, would be to ſhew mercy to the 
unworthy, at the expence of cruelty in the extreme to 
thoſe, who have a much better claim on 0::r compaſſion, 

When commanded to ſpeak evil of no man, we muſt 
not underſtand the precept as reſtrictiag from the duty 
of crying aloud, and not ſparing, of lifting up our voice 
lite a trumpet, and ſhewing Gods proiciled people their 
tranſgreſions, and the houſe of Facob their fins; à duty 
expreſsly enjoined on the watchmen upon Zion's walls. 
Say to the wicked, it hall be Ul with bim; for be ſhall 


reap the fruit of bis doings, is a duty binding on the 


Lord's ſervants in Lvery age. To declare truth, when 
and where God may be glorified, and men benefited and 
a1monithed by ſo doing, can never be conſtrued into 
ſpeaking evil, unleſs we confound the import of terms, 
calling evil good, aud good evi. Let us ſubſtitute the 
word truth for the term evil, and ſee how the exhorta. 
tion will run —Speag truth of no man. This plainly 
thews, that the Spit: it of God could never intend by the 
above, or any ſuch charge, to draw a veil over the fins 
of bad men, who lite to be reformed, or indeed over 
any fins ; for he is ever-confiftent with himſelf, and the 


{it cenſares of evil deeds is u part od that puniſhment 


which God hath ordained ſhould attend them, to inflict 
which he hath often employed has own deareſt ſervants. 
A!! hiftory, ſacred and profane, muſt be condemned, if 
trath may not be ſpoken or written, when, particular 
characters come to be affected by it, though the expoſure 
of their taults may tend to the benefit of others, and al- 
toto the glory of Ged. Let men do that which is right 
and proper, and they ſhall have praiſe of the ſame; but 
i! they preſume to do evil, let them reſt aſſured, their 
en will find them out, and be proclaimed one day as on 
e honſe top. Some mens fins go before hand to 
1:pwent, and attract the attention of their fellow crea» 
tures in their progreſs; and ſome mens fins follow after. 

Would any fee the fruits of patronage in their na- 
{ive hue, let them repair to ſore diſtricts of the High- 
lands of Scotland, and there the boaſted bletiags of that 
lord); ſyſtem will appear without the ſhadow of dif. 
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guiſe. That noxious plant, watered from its own na- 
tive fountain, produces there fruit bitter as wormwood, 
as devoid of folid nouriſhment as Sodom apples, and 
fatal y perniciuus as the poiſon of aſps. It is the parent 
or nurſe of many a ſpiritual malady, and with its poi- 
ſonous breath, it taints and impregnates with the ſeeds 
of death almoſt every green thing. It ſlays its thouſand- 
and its tens of thouſands, and daily preys on immorte! 
ſouls, gradually bringing them down to the pit of th. 
tecond death, whence there is no redemption. WII! 
not all this rouſe dormant zeal into activity, and ani- 
mate to what a profane wit calls i. ſcornthe hero: 
7 ion of ſaving ſouls * That learned and worthy pre- 
te, Biſhop Burnet, whom none will tax with enthufi— 
aſm, or the want of due regard to ſubordination in 
charch and ſtate, ſuggeſts, in his Paſtoral Care, a confi. 
deration which renders the excerciſe of patronage 4 
ground of ſerious concern to thoſe who believe the ex- 
iſtence of a Supreme Ruler, and the certainty and ſo- 
lemaity of future judgment. * Patrons (ſays he) 
* ought to look upon theinfelves'as bound to have 3 
«* ſacred regard to this truſt that is veſted in them, and 
* to conſider very carefully what the nature of the be- 
« nefice that they give is, and what are the qualifica- 
« tions of the perſons they preſent to it; otherwile the 
* ſouls that may be loſt by a bad nomination, whatlo- 
« ever may have been their motive to it, will be re- 
« quired at their hands.” Are theſe thiags always at- 
tended to? and yet they merit the attention of those 
who claim the ſole exerc:le of that right. God of cid 
drought a heavy charge againſt ſuch characters; 7 
leaders of this people caufe then to err, and they who ar: 
td of them are de/iroyed. Has this ceaſed to be the 
caſe now? If yielding in the path of error to the au- 
thority and influence of ſuperiors did not excuſe tle 
common people of the Jews, or ſave them from deſtru-- 
tion, can we think the leaders themſelves would e- 
ſcape? No; the deſtruction was mutual, and the eic- 
vation of rank, and the extent of wealth, authority, and 
influence, only readered them a broader mark to e 
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ſhafts of adverſity, as appears from the hiſtory of the 
Tewiſh nation. Let others be. admouiſhed by their fate. 

There is nothing, perhaps, which tends more to thew 
the wretched ſtate of thouſands of our countrymen, 
with regard to their moſt important concerns, than 
ſome of the anecdotes which occur in the Journal; and 
this, and not any malice, reſentment, or hatred to the 
perlon of any man, as Gad is witneſs, is the reaſon of 
giving thera place. No names are mentioned, and 
vouglit but guilt need artle at the name of guilt. Some 
characters alluded to might be known on the ſpot, from 
the few features drawn; but fuch as would know them, 
inilead of feeling hurt, or ativching blame, would be 
ready to ſay, The hundredth part bas not been told, 


The above conſiderations, and others, led to reiaw ſome. 


things in the narrative, as 4 ipecimen, believing there 
was cauſe, and that the glory of God, and che good of 
cow men, were concerned in not Keeping entire blence 
on the head. It is an idle fancy to alledge, That the 
canduct of thoſe in the lacred order, be it ever ſo cul- 
pable, and pernicious to the beſt intereſts of ſociety, 
would never be expoſed; becauſe religion itelf may 
come to ſuffer thereby. If this objection hath ary force, 


ic muſt bear hard aguinft the prophets and apoſtles, and 


2 ainſt our Lord bimſelf; for theſe were all plain and 
faithful in branding and expoſing the errors and impic- 
ties of the prieithood in their day. Where fimilar fins 
exiſt in ſucceeding ages, the fame cenſure: and threat- 
enings apply; for what was written afore time, was 
written both for our inſtruction and direction, and is 
£refitable for correction and reprog, that the man of 
God, the miniſter of Jeſus, may be perfect, a ſcribe in- 
{raced into the kingdom, and thoroughly furniſhed, 
irom the heavenly magazine of divine truth, for every 
good word and work. David, though a king, counted 
iuca ſiting as precious oil that would refreſu and not 


break his head. Some may abuic ſuch ſalutary core 


roction, as they do alſo the very Scriptures, to theix 
cu deſtruction ; but are we on that account to permit 


any claſs of men to offend with impunity againſt the 
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rules of decorum, the ties of their profeſſion, and the 
laws of God? Every miniſter of the goſpel is a public 
Cenſor by office, acting on the authority of the King ot 
kings; and woe ſhall be to'him ſhould he be filent when 
his Maſter requires him to peak. Juſt animadverfion 
wo a mean of reformation, and it would be cruel to de. 

it to thole who moſt need it, and whoſe caſe is pail 
2 if placed beyond its reach. 

To animad vert on doctrines publicly taught, when one 
has acceſs to know them, and feels conviction that they 


are repugnant to truth, and pernicious to the ſouls of 


men, referring to the word of God as the touch-ſtone, 
or rule of deci lion, and leaving every one to judge ſor 
himſelf, is 2 uncharitable nor diſorderly, but the 
very reverſe. Should a man aſſume the character of a 
public herald, and iſſue ce: tain ed.As in the name of h. 
prince, that never received the ſan ion of royal au- 
thority, would he not act the part of a loyal ſubjc ct, or 


of a faithful ſervant to his mg, who detected the im- 


poſtor, by diſproving his pretenſions, ant, in order 0 


this, produced aud read the genuine edicts, leaving a. 
that heard him to judge for themſelves? Would that 
man be d-emed innocent, who ſaw a quack vend deadly 
poiſon inſtead of real medicine, and had accefs to know 
that many had already died by the fatal miſtake, and 
yet kept filent, and warned no one of their danger? Be- 
cauſe the bulk of men put a muc'!; higher value on their 
bodies than their ſouls, and on their health than their 
falvation, being all attention to what may affect the for- 
mer, but blind and unfeeling to the concerns of the lat- 
ter, theſe things do not ftrike, clear and momentuous as 
they are, or ſufficiently inte reſt the human heart. Your 
correſpondent, however, having had no acceſs to hear a- 
ny of the Highland Clergy during his miſſion, could give 
no offence on this head; but did he hear damnable er- 
rors inculcated, errors ſubverſive of the very baſis oi 
our Chriſtian hope, he would deem himſelf highly cul- 
cable could he hold his peace; for no complaiſance ſiouſd 
impoſe filence where concerns of infinite magnitude ar- 
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remedy or redreſs, Permit me to conclude my remarks 
on this point, by an extract from a valuable author, 
whoſe zeal for the good of his country, and elevated rank 
in ſociety, procured bim eſteem in his day —“ To what 
« 2 deplorable flate of irrebgion (ſays he) mull that na- 
« tion be reduced, in which many of the men, who ſhould 
« be the lait to give ap the ſpirit and power of Chriſtt- 
« anity, are got into the ſame epidemic unbelief and im- 
« morality that has over-run the reſt of the nation? 
„That in England at this day, too many of that order 
* of men whoſe buſineſs it is to ſupport, by their doc- 
« (zine and exaraple, the belief and practice of Chri- 
« ſtiznity, have betrayed their important truſt; that 
they have made themtelves too obnoxious to the 
« reflections of the enemies of religion, by engaging 
« themſelves in ſecular ſchemes for preferment, and tome- 
« by notoriouſly immoral lives, 1s a truth not leis cer- 
„ tatn than melancholy, If the objections againſt the 
« clergy of the preſent age could be aſcribed to human 
« frailty, I ſhould with pleafure do my beſt to palliate 
and excuſe them. But what avails it that I, or any 
other writer, carefully conceal their faults, if too ma- 
* ny of their own body expoſe their ſhame, by embroil- 
ing theinſelves in politics and party cauſes, to the ne- 
« gle and difgrace of their ſacred function, by indul- 
ging themſelves in all the luxury of theatres, muſic- 
* gardens, wine and feafting, and ſome in other kinds of 
* a more infamous nature? "The practices of a ſet of 
« clergy, of a character preferable to thoſe of this age, 
« drew upon them the ſevere rebukes of wo of their 
on order, who thought it neceſſary to reprove then! 
« {rom the Preſs; whole procecdings will juſtify mine, 
« elpecrally as their names are no leſs than thoſe of 
* Archbiſhop Tillotſon and Biſhop Burnet,” Addreſſing 
himſelf to thoſe of the ſacred order, he adds, It is not to 
be expreſſed, how much depends upon you with regard 
* to the ſtate of virtue and religion in the nation. It is 
* certain, no rank in it has more influence in forming 
* the manners of the people, unleſs perhaps the great 


| © Way be excepted, And it is likewiſe certain, that no 
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order of men in the nation has the morals of the pc 5. 
ple committed to their charge fo immediately as you 
* have, Of your hands therefore, if our deſtruction be 
« decreed, you may expect a great part of the blood df 
« your expiring country will be required,” Ezek. iii. 20. 

If there is any foundation for hoping that the di- 
vine providence wil] not give us up to our enemies, 
« nor extirpate us by an immediate judgment from his 
* own hand, it is, that we are the only feeble bulwark 
* of the Proteftant religion; and it is to be hoped, it is 
not the ſcheme of providence that the Proteſtant re. 
« ligion be fuſfered wholly to fink. But, if by our v1- 
* ctous lives we difgrace our religion, or if by our mad 
« purſuit of pleaſure we drop all ſenſe of religion, or if 
« through the careleſsneſs of our watchmen we degene. 
rate into Popery, why ſhould we hope the Proteſtant 
& religion will ftand as a fence betwixt us and the ven- 

ance of heaven?“ Theſe remarks were made a- 
bove half a century ago ; but did the anthor live in our 
day, would he not ſce cauſe to found a louder alarm 
ſill ? Would he exempt the Scots clergy from his too 
well founded cenſures ? 

The writer of the above paragraphs expreſſes his fears, 
that the inhabitants of theſe lands might degenerate in- 
to Popery, through the careleſsneſs of their watchmen, 
or ſome other cauſe; aud did he hve in the preſent day, 
he would probably think his fears were realized, whc- 
ther through the carele{ieſs of watchmen, the mad pur- 
ſait of pleaſure, or the viciouſneſs of our lives, or all 
taken together, I ſhall not determine. Be the cauſe what 
it may, the effect is too apparent. It would be, per- 
| haps, no difficult matter to ſhew, that che infirmatiag 
leaven of Popery hath more or leſs leavened the whole 
lump of profeſſed Chriſtiazity in theſe lands, and that 
the progreſs it makes is both rapid and fure, Won 
ſome it appears in a ſtate of fermentation at noon day, 
and viſibly Produces malice and hypocriſy. This leaven 
mult be parged away before the churches of Chriſt can 
become a new lump, ſcaſoned with the falutary leasen 
of ſincerity and truth. Whatever is done in religion, 
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or with. profeſſed deſign to ſupport it, which is not ſauc- 
tioned by the word of God, is doubtle(s of the man of 
fin, the Ton of perdition, whom the Lord will deſt roy 
with the breath of his mouth, andthe, brightneſs of his 
coming. It is no favourable fign when Proteſiunts bor- 
row their meaſures from Antichriſt, and tread in rhe ſteps 
of the mother of aborninations, in their progreſs towards 
a ſuppoled perfection, and in their attempts to ſtrengthen 
the bulwarks of their reſpective eſtabliſuments. 

To the propriety of itinerating to preach the goſp-1, 
I have of late paid ſome attention, and feel conviction 
not only of its lawfulnefs, but ever. of its obligation in 
certain caſes ; and, of courſe, of the guilt and danger in- 
curred by any attempts to check it when conducted in 
a Scriptural way. I beg leave to ſuggeſt a few, and 
only a few, of the reaſons which urge that concluſion, 
Our Lord's commiſſion to his diſciples, and the ſenſe in 
which they appt ar to have underitood it, as manifeſted 
by their practice, is clcar to the purpoſe ; Go, preach 
the gaſpel to every creaturt,-—go ye into ali the world 
and preach the goſpel to every creature; and, in obedi- 
ence to this mandate, they are ſaid to have gone every 
where preaching the word. The commiſſion and the 
promiſe, Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world, rauſt be taken in the ſame latitude ; and 
we cannot expect to reap the benefit of the latter ſhould 


we decline compliance with the former, when provi- 


dence puts it in our power. Thoſe who bring the doc- 
trine of Chriſt, which his apoitles taught, have his au- 
thority to preach it every where, and to every creature 
or human being, and his promiſe alſs to be with them, 
and with all fuch to the very end of the world. The 
leventy diſciples, the twelve apoſtles, and the 6:ﬆ teach- 
ers of Chriſtianity, were, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the 
terms, Itinerant preachers. The hiſtory of our Lord's 
ie ſhews him to have been the ſame,--He went about 
a- doing good, in this work and labour of love. 


And it may be remarked, that never did religion re- 


vive and flonriſh in any country, without a revival of 
this ancient and conſeorated practice, 
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Jehovah accoſts al} to whom the word of falvation 


is ſent, Unto you, O men, 1 call ; and my voice is to the 
ſons of men. Is it not by his ſervants that he uſuaily | 
calls and ſpeaks yo the ſons of men? And is it not the 


{tated minifiry of the word which he employs for that 
purpole ? for to them is committed the miniſtry of re. 
conciliation, and woe to them if they preach not the 
goſpel. They have therefore the very beſt of rights to 
{peak. to their fellow creatures, without exception, a3 
opportuns ies offer, ail the words of this life; and where 


God gives this authority, can man have a right to re- 


tract it, or to modify, or impede its cxerciſe Such 4 
right cannot be derived from heaven. 

The command given in the parable by the Lord to 
lis ſervant, (Luke xiv.) clearly aſcertains the fame 
thing. The maſter of the houſe ſaid to his fervant, (i. 
out quickly into the ftreets and lanes of the city, and by 
in hither the poor, and the maimed, and the halt, and 5 
blind. And the ſervant ſaid, J 2rd, i is done as tha 
bajt commanded, and yet there 1s room. And the Lov! 
ſaid unto the ſervant, Go out into the high. ways, an- 
hedges, and compel them to come in, that my houſe may 
be filled. In making the above general addreſs to tit 
fons of men, wildom is ſaid ro ſtand on the-top of high 
places, by the way in the places of the paths, to cry al 
the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at 
the doors, Prov. viii. And e}-where the is ſaid to 


have ſent forth her maidens, and to cry upon the high. 


eſt places of the city. Such paſſages plainly tay, tha 
it is lawful and proper to embrace opportunities 0f 
preaching the good tidings of great joy wherever mas 
are, or can be conveniently collected. If we view them 
as predictive of our Lord's mn utry, who is wiſdom 1t- 
{elf, we ſee them at once realized in the whole hiſtory 
of his life. The mountain's brow or ſuramit,—the fea- 
fhore,—a fiſherman's boat, — the battlements a houſe, 
—the area of the temple, Tc. often ſerved as his pul- 
pit, and place of public worſhip, as well as the ſyns 
gogue and temple itſelf. Wherever his people meet in 
his name, and his word 1 is declared, whether in a ſtated 
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place of worſhip, or in any other ſituation, there his 
name is recorded, and there he hath promiſed to be 
with them, and to bleſs' then; and his preſence renders 
it for the time the courts of God, ard the gates of J- 
on; whence to moleſt or diſturb them, while ſo exerciied, 
iz no leſs criminal! and impious, than if they were wor- 
ſhipping in a ſtately fabric erected for the purpole, 
But you have partly anticipated theie remarks, when 
pleading the ſame cauſe in your epiſtle. The matter is 
{> obvious, it is lurpriſing any ſhould for a moment call 
it in queſtion, and more fo, that any attempts ould be 
made to reſtrict this liberty with which Chriſt hat!! 
made his 1ervants and people free, and to entangle then 
in a degrading yoke of bondage. 

Your kind wiſhes for the ſucceis of my feeble efforts 
are truly obliging. May the Lor.! realize them, and 
raiſe up many faithful labourers in his field; tor the 
harveſt is fruly plent:ous, but ſuch labourers are Mill 
ten. I have hinted my defign to write you a few ſtric- 
tures on certain papers, which 1 truit will meet your 
approbation, from your we!l-known averſion to every 
ipecics of tyranny, and perſecution tor conſcience ſake, 
eſpecially that which would bind up the religious li- 
berty of mankind. Theſe ſtriqtures will be given in 
my next, and theſe epiſtles tha!) introduce the narra- 
tive, which you have requeſted to be publiſhed, and 
walch may perhaps be communicated from chic preſs. 
Meantime, I remain, Vc. 


LET ER m. 


DEAR SIR, | 
Yo are pleaſed to expreſs yourſelf anxious to tee 
= the remarks, which I-promiſed to write you on 
ſome late proceedings. I wiſh they were worthy uf 
your peruſal, and calculated to gratify your deſire; but 
tach as they are, they are at your ſervice. You have 
Tepeatediy expreſſed a with to fee my Journal publiſh- 


Jed, and your favourable opinion of it, when you have 
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acceſs to perute the whole, and of the ſtriftures cont» 14, 
ed in the letters which accompany and introduce it, 
will have no little weight in determining to that ſtep; 
though, as times go, there is little r (9 
publ; th tracts on religious ſubjeas, eſpecially if tlic 
tend to cenſure the manners of the age, and expoſe |; 
barren profeſſiou of many, which can admit of a con. 
duct quite repugnant to the ſpirit and precepts ot 
the goſpel. 

I with plesſure embrace the firft opportunity of ful. 
illing my promiſe, and complying alio with your . 
queſt, by ſending you a few reflexions on the Gene 
Aflembly's Paſtoral Admonition, Sc. That paper, Sig 
the Report, of their Committee concerning vagraunt 
teachers and Sunday ſchools, furniſh abundant ſcope to1 
animadverſion; but I rauſt reſtrict myſelf, that the in. 
troduction may not exceed, in proportion, the work. to 
which it is annexed, {| might perhaps wholly ſpare 

myſelf this ſervice, perſuaded it would be executed is 
95 better purpoſe by fome others, .who are more 
nearly concerned. I beg leave however, to premiſe 
that ? have no connection whatever with the Society 0i, 
which the attack is made, or intercourſe with any of i 
members, nor do J lie under an, particular” obligations 
to them 23 a body, © r individuals, to induce me to plc ad 
their cauſe, and repel the ſnafts of prejudice and calum- 
ny aimed at them. I do not profets myſelf an advocat. 
for any denomination ; ucither do I court the favour, uo! 
dread the diſpleaſure of any, in pleading whar ! deem th 

cauſe of God and truth. Tha: cauſe hath an mdiſpenGhl 
claim to our attention and regard, independent of names 
and party conſe rations. A regard to truth, Juitice, : 
equity, inſpires the following remarks ; and to def 
and advance their intereſt is my only aim. 

In looking over the Committee's Report, I was nal 
a little ſurpriſe to find the dormant alhes of ſome con 
turies raked overs in order to conjure up fome Gololeti 
ſtatutes, which the wiſdom of the Legiflature hat 


luffered to fleep for time almoſt immemorial. The 


ürſt claim adduced by the General Afﬀembly to be 


(lt. 
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right or power in queſtion, is ſo far back as the 
year 565. This claim was confirmed by the tollov'- 
Inc act of Parlhament, in 1367 >... mY Forasmeikleas. be all 
8 * and conſtitutionis, it is provided, That the Zouth 
ebe brocht up and inſtructed in the fear of God, and 
«© oy n manners; Td gif it be utherwiſe, it 15 tinſe! 
& 541th of their bodies and faules, gif God's word he 
not ruted in them: Quheirfore, our Soveraign Lorde, 
« with advice of my Lord Regen! t, and the Three Eſtates 
« of this preſent Parliament, has flatute and ordained, 
hat all Schules to Brugh and Land, and all Univer- 
« fities and Colledges, be reformed ; and that nane he 
permitted nor admitted to have charge and cure there. 
* of in time coming, nor to inſtruct the Zouth private- 
« lie or openlie, bot fick as ſall be tryed be the ſuper- 
intendentes or viſitouris of the Kirk.” We find a&s, 
ratifying and confirming acte, referred to, and one of 
theſe act 1.592, entitled 1 tue Report, the Great Char- 
ter of the Church, It ay be a queſtion, if ever any 
church did herſelf Eke by making ® human deed, 
or the act of a civil leg! illature, che Grand Charter of 
her r1ghts and ſecurities. There are who will doubt- 
leſs think, that the oracles of Heaven alone are entitled 
to that honourable character, Placing more dependance 
on the laws an {cearities of men, than on the word of 
God, bath unhappily produced ſuch degeneracy aud 
corrnptioa in churches, az hath provoked the Lord to 
treat them like lukewarm water, whic!; the ſtomach 
cannot bear. Go ye uh n, her walls, and deſtroy ; tate 
away her vattlements ; for they are nat the J. ord S$.-— An 
, 4 will tell you what t will do to my wneyard ; 1 
Ut wit? take a the hedge theroof, and it ſhall be eaten ith ; 
42 W down the alt thereof, and it fall be iro: . 
„n. And { will lay it waſte : it fhe!l not be pruned, 
nz di iggett ; but there ſhall come up briers and thyrns : 
{ J alſo .ommuand the clouds that thy rai 19 rain 
ron it, Jer. v. 10. I. v. 3, 6. This punifuracut was threa- 
tene and inflicted, becauſe when the Lord expected to 
ip grapes from his VINeFAri, in return for ell the care 
ho had beltowed upon it, 26 h ought Fart wild Trapes. 
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Some of the acts referred to enact,“ That it ſhall 
*« not be lawful for any perſon in Scotland to keey x 
% private School, or to officiate as Maſter or Tes woken 
in any School, unleſs qualified according to law } 
and that “ any perſon who a&s without a certificate 4 
* t1s having been fo qualified, ſhall, for the firft oflance, 


% ſuffer ix months impriſonment; and for any ſubſe. 


quent offence, upon conviction before a competent 
court, ſhall be tranſported for life.“ That theſe act 
had Roman Catholics in eye, and were not meant to mi. 
litate againſt any deuominat ion of Pr oteſtants, ſeems a- 
bundantly evident. The act of Toleration in favour of 
Diſſenters ſeems to place this beyand all doubt. In the 
nature of things, and in the conſtruction of law, a ſub. 
fequent act virtually repeals and ſupercedes a preced- 
ing one, or ary clavſe of it, which may be inconſiſtent 
with its own proviſions, though this ſhould not be in ſo 
many words exprefled. The impoſing ſeveral penalties 
upon any Parent or Guardian, Sc. who ſhall employ 
any fuch unqualified Teacher, appears conclufive mn 


this refpett ; for can we for 2 moment ſuppoſe, that the 


Legiilature would make it a crime in a man, the re peti- 
tion of which would baniſh him from his country fo; 
lite, to teach a School, or a crime in a Parent to employ 
him, when perſons not qualified, as required in the acts 
in queſtion, were tolerated, or authoriſed by law, to 
reach whole aſfemblies of adult perſons, and to cate- 
ckie their children as often ,as they pleaſed ? It ap- 
nears evident, that it was never the intention of the 
framers of theſe laws, to employ them as an engine of 
oppreſſing any denomination of Proteſtant diftenters 
whatever, The conduct of the Legiſſature, which fut. 
hes the beſt comment on their laws, makes it ei- 
dent, that the acts in queſtion were never framed fo! 
an 75 tuch purpoſe, as that to which the Aſſembly would 
apply them. Though Roman Catholic prieſts teach 
children in many diſtricts of the Britiſh empire, did 
ever zeal and Paſtoral affectiou diſcover themſelves 
in pointing the artillery of theſe edicts againſt them and 
their aNiduons xerüions? But Popery. is a very harm- 


buy 
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II. eſs, if not a very beneficial thing, ia the eſtimation of 
2 many, Bat they miſtake the matter widely, who think 
er MW cliat it is pare and undefiled religion which calls fort! 
u e zeal of chnrchmen, The © directing copies tobe 
of WE © tri fmitted to the ern, of all the Counties 
e, « of Scotland, and to the Chief Magiſtrates of all the 
ce. Royal Burghs; ” ſpeaks a language too explicit to be 
Wl miſuoderitood. If this prove not the beginning of ſor- 
ts rOWS, we know to whum we are not indebted for the. 
Us tent! 1emng out of our tranquility, 

a- What is the grand, the more than Proven end in 
of view in theſe proceedings? Why, it wonld appear, to 
He abridge the liberty of the people, and to found the 70c- 
b. % to perſecution, if they are unwilling to ſacrifice pri- 
ed. „ileges dearly bonght, and enjoyed for ages, By whom 
ent is all this done? Would you ſulpe & it a few months 
fo ; By the proſe fed guardians of the people's facred 
ies rights and liberties even by the profeſſed ſervants ot 
oy i} . who came to be neither 2 judge nor divider of. 
m ear hly inheritances. The antiqu- ated language iu which 
the fone of theſe ſtatutes are tam. d, ſufficiently mark their 
>the _arharifa, and tx a ſtigma upon thotz who preſs ther 
foi to ferve a pvrpoſe. Were they not aware, that the 
loy entorcing Tuct; varbarous edicts produced convulſions in 


t- country, and not ouly ſhook, but overturucd the 
pillars of the throne, and ſapped the peace and proſperi- 


te- fy © rhe ſtate? Though they may not be taxed with 
ap» WJ ſuch defign; yet the falſe and officious zeal of pro- 
the ella friends, hath often proved more ſatal to civil rul- 


ers, han all the efforts of their enemies, Were they 
not aware, that theſe laws were enacted, in order to ſerve 


ur- as a b irrier to the infinuating encroachments of Papal 
>V 1s hence, and to guard againſt the iaſidious orts. ot 
For Papal Hicelings ? But even in that view, they were il- 
16 oral, me of them perhaps unſuſt and unnstural, as 


in de priving a parent of the vi iht of chooſin an in- 
tor for his own chi Udren; but when urged in ja 
of what is deemed true religion, they are inſuffer- 
avid ſuperfluous, If a 1 may not have the 
er of Providing a tutor for his children, without 
C-3 
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conſulting a Preſbytery and a Magiſtrate, and obtaining 
their concurrence, why not introduce the code of the 
Spartan Jawgiver at once, and declare all claldren be 
property of the ſtate, and ſubject them, without Gif. 
tinction, to the ſame regimen? Why not declare, thai 
men have no will ef their own-—that they are not free 
and accountable agents, and that their rulers have 
riglit to deprive tliem of all freedom of action, and 0 
take upon themſelves the waole refpoalibiity attach 
to it? Theſe wife men of Gotham ſeem to have ir 
happily forgot, that our rulers have for a long peri 
wiſely winked at theſe times of ignorance, and their 


ciſions, having ſeen no need to revive then, or "3s 


weil aware, that the attempt would produce ferious mal. 
chief, and ſerve no one valuable purpoſe. Is there any 
proportion betwixt teaching without ſuch licence, ct 
luppoſing it a crime, and baniſhment for life? Such 
penalty could be annexed only to the exertions of a 
ſyſtem, which experience proved to he hoftile to the- 
berties of a free ſtate ; and was therefore made a part of 
the penal ſtatutes againſt it. Againſt Prote!tant diſſen. 
ters no jealouſies were entertained, theſe having approved 
themſelves loyal, perhaps even to an extrem. 

Could not the whole church of Scotland, affemHic( 
zn her repreſentative court, find one act or precedent to 
her purpoſe, in the Acts of the apoſtles the Mot 
code—1n the hiſtory of the kings of Judah and Israel, 
or in the other ſacred writings, that they muſt have re. 
courſe to ſuch muſty farutes, which have now for 2 
long time been treated like an Almanac out of date 
Do they deſpiſe the word of God? or ore they unab': 
tc ſanction their conduct by that uncrring rule? Whot 
pains do they take to convince mankind, that they 
are but a worldly ſanctuary, and are much more anni. 
dvs © keep the ffatutes of Omri, and all the works of 
the bouſe of Ahab, and do wma m their counſels, than 


to obſerve the laws and ordiaances of the living God! 


Mic. vi. 16. 
Theſe gentlemen, who art ſo good politicians in 9- 
Her caſes, ſhould bear in mind how dangerous a 15 0 
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rouſe a llceping lion—that in the paroxilms of his rage 
he may leize his very keepers ; and once fet looſe from 
his chains, who may ſet bounds to is fury, or dare to 
bind him? Friends and foes may ſuffer alike in his wild 
career. Thus the edge of penal laws made againſt Ca- 
tholics, has been ſometimes turned gainſt their framers, 
or thoſe whom they meant to befriend ; for the viciſſi- 
tudes of times often produce «a change of mealures, 

Muſt not the Chriſtian world congratulate the ves 
nerable Atfembly, on their laudable lag acity in diſcovers 
ing falſe teachers, lo ſoon as they make their appearance; 
th ough but few in number, aud ſome of them what the 
world would call obſcure individuals? How kind to 
ren:ind their dearly beloved brethren of a ſacred pre- 
diction, and the accompliſliment of it in preſent everits ! 
„on well know that it has been prophetied in Scrip- 
« tare, that iure la? days perulous times were to come, 
eh many falſe teachers /rowuld ariſe, ſraſfers walking 
« ufter their owr r lufts, and when men Hou turn away 
their ears from the truth. The prophecy (add they) 
* has been brought to our recolleQtion by the erde 
* which, in the courſe of the buſineſs of this Aſſembly, 
„have come under our review.“ 

ure minds have ſometimes need to be lirred up by 
way of remembrance; and theſe events auſwer an im- 
portant purpoſe, which ſerve to remind the clergy of 
Scripture predictions, and their fulfilment. Happy, thrice 
happy church, whoſe cagle- eyed doctors, that feel theme 
ſelves bound in duty, nad engaged Oy ion, aſſiduouſ- 
iy 0 watch over thy iuterells, can find no 7alfe teachers 
within thy ſacred walls, but mult ſeek for the accom- 
plikment of à prophecy, which predicts their future 
ciſtence in the church, among = few deſpiſed It ine- 
rants! Did they never ice the; prophecy fulfilled till 
theſe men made their appearance: ? Some will 8 
remark, that their zeal againf falſe teacbers— the pro 
pets that tench lies, who are the tail, ſhould have be. 
gun at home, and purged out, in the firft inſtance, that 

id leaven from among themſelves, that they may be- 

done a new lump. But they may perhaps think, heir 
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licence, a preſentation, and the unpotition of the hoiy 
hands of the Preſſytery, change the very nature of 
things, and convert that, which would be criminal in 4 
pour itinerant, into meritorious conduct. Let them 
liſten to the ſaying af Jefus, 7 higher than they, by 
whom they will all be foon judged; Thou Þbyporrue, 
fert raft out the beam out »f thine own eye ; and then 


Halt thou fee clearly te puil out the mote out of thy bro- 
ther e. Myriads can atte 't, that alle teachers did 


abound in the land before the Itincrants alluded to were 
heard of; aid the plentiful crop of ares, which are a1. 
ready far advanced towards macurity, too clearly proves, 
that if the men in queſtion are /a, teachers, as alledg- 
ed, they have only entered upon the labours of others; 
and brethren in that inquity, and fellow ſervants, hon 
be more friendly to one another. 

The paragraph which relates to modern France, on- 
tains matter ſo hackneved, that it will ſcarce now beer 
a recital. But it concerns thoſe of the ſacred order to xe. 
flect, who they were that chiefly fowed and cheriſhed + 
ſeeds of infidelity in that country--their own dear bre threy 
the Clergy. Their ſiu is written in their puntihment; 
in which the Lord hath # righteous hand, and ſets then 
up as a beacon, to warn their brethren in other natigns 
ot their danger, What will it avail to inveign Wing 
French inſidelity, and French principles and manners, u 
the doctrines taugl. t, and the practices purſued by n4- 
ny of their own order, tend to na: uralize cheſe, and to 
prepare the people for receiving them in their full ex- 
tent? The beſt way to guard againſt pernicious prin- 
ciples and practices, —theſe tares fown in the field by 
the enemy of mankind, whether they be of domeitic or 
toreign growth, is to preach the truth 23 in Jeſus, and 


to exemplify it in a holy deportment, 


The Paſtoral admonition contains many things w. 
thy the attention of Chriſtians in theft perilous times. 
In the propriety of the following ſentence you will, 
doubt, acquieſce ; “ Nov is the time, dear brethren, t& hes. 
* that you are not aſhamed of your bleſſed Saviour, anc 
* of his wor ds; earne/tly tg contend Jor the furth whit! 
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1% «& 1:23 once delivered to the ſaints; and to reject with con- 
of « tempt and indignation that falſe philoſophy, pregnant 
A „ with lics, which has wrought ſo much miſchief a- 


m « mongſt mankind.” What the apoſtle James thought 
97 impoſſible, you find realized in that paper; Dot h a foun- 


ite tain ond forth at the ſame place fweet water and bitter £ 
ben It is ſurpriſing, that fo learned a body as the General 
0. Aſſembly ſhould make uſe of arguments, which are e- 
1d i Quaily concluſive in favour of any religion.“ You may 
ere WW © ave been led by curioiity, to liften for « little to what 


-( theſe ſtrange and ſcif- authorized teachers of rebgion 
« Yave to iay. But that any of you will give them lafli- 
ing countenauce, or adhere to thera as guides, iorlaking, 
upon that account, the eſtabliſhed Church in whote 


«yon have been bred up, we are, pe ſuaded better 
things. of you, than to believe or ſuſpect, For, is it 
to be imagined, that any well-diſpoſed and ſober- raind- 
re- Led Chridians, would think of deſerting thote houſes of 
dee, in which their fathers have ſo often worſhip- 
ren “ ped, and which have ſo oft'a reſounded with their 


oven ſongs of praiſe, in order to follow up and down 
om Wl a fet of men, whom you know not whence they 
be? Perſevere, therefore, in thoſe principles in which 


vou have been bred.” Had our forefathers liſtened to 
„uch arguments in the mouchs of their Popiſu clergy, 
a- eur famous Reformers would have laboured in vain, 
, to and ſpent their ſtrength for nought; and yet theſe rea- 
ex» ſons were as valid then as they can be now, and con- 
rin. alude as much in favour of error as of truth. Heavenly 
by cut needs no ſuch weapons of defence, - diſdains the aid 
or WE fuch arguments, and requires of all that profels it, to 
dc abie to give a very different reaſon for their conduct. 

The ale of ſuch inconcluſive arguments betrays the want 
1 We! confidence in the goodneſs of a caule; tor men have 
Wen recourſe to ſuch, when they have better at hand. 
90 But the moſt reprehenſible thing in the whole pertor- 
eau is, the infinuations againſt the character and prin- 
and Neiplis of che Society concerned, as if they were hoſtile 
eee government of their country, and were endeavour- 

ip and undermine it, under the ſpecious pretext 


principles you were baptized, and under whole wings 
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of propagating religion! Mach reaſon there is to ſu- 
8 [pect, that thoſe who openly protels their enmity g. 
* hf Keelefinſtica eſtabliſhment, are no friends to ov! 
* C:vil conſtitution ; and that the name of Liberty is 2 
« huſed by them, as it hath been by others, into a co. 
* ver for ſecret D2mocracy and A; aarchy. ” Bold cha- ge 
but ſome others of a ſimilar nature occur. The ſuſpicion 
is both unreaſonable and uncharitable, and the conclu- 
ſion unfounged and defamatory. There is no neceilary 


tution of the church, as eltabliſhed by law, or in her 
doctrine, and the exccciſe of her diſcipline, and a wiſk 
or deſign to overturn the State. Were this really the 
cal”, then a number of the moſt reſpectable clergy of th 
Church of Scotland, are to be viewed as among the Ih 
eft enemics the State has in theſe lands; for they, from 
year to year, taveigh in the Church-courts againſt the 
conduct of their bre! 'thren in eccleſiaſtical matters; yriul 
theſe brethren mult be viewed is Gonſtitutional men, ar 
men of moderate principles, though ſometimes ferce 7 
moderation.” 
Does ſuch conduct favour of that charity whicl 
tainketh no evil--which rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
rejoiceth in the truth? Where the love of our neiph 
bour exaifts, without which there can be no love 0 God, 
no attempt will be made, without the cleareſt evidence 
of THU, to fix upon him a crime to be punithed by th 
jutges. And even ſuppoſiug guilt, officers of juſtice an 
provided, on whom it leg ally devolves to arraign offen, 
ers, and proſecute the ends of juſtice. This is no r. 
vince of the Clergy, either as a body or individuals ; an! 
Heaven forbid it ever ſhould. —[t was an old cann;o; 
de vice of Satan, tu father ſedition, and a rebellious i 
rit, on the ſervants of God; and to give the charge t 
greater weight and currency, no inftruments o 
tome of the tribe of Levi. The prieſts were concert e 
in the perſecution of. Chriſt and his apoſtles; yea, th« 
very leaders in it, who often excited the multitude, ain 
the civil raters againſt them, Did He appear in ou 
day, would this claſs of men receive him with 
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ne? Under the imputation of ſedition and rebellion, 
did Jeremiah and other prophets ſuffer, and with the 

ſame ſtigma was our bleſſed Lord and dis apoſtles brand- 
ed. Nay, all that will live podly in Chriſt Jeſus mull 


aner perſecution ; for there is no evading this, but by 
- Wdec! ting ins crols or burden, —by not tollowing him 
ze Wiully, thus ſeeking {« curity in criminal conformity to the 
100 


world, conniving at thoſe this; 28, or falling in w ith them, 
again which a Chriſtian ſhould daily teſtify. We muſt, 
a much as in us lies, follow peace with all men, yer 


1 only in connection with holinels, aud fidelity to our truſt, 
""Wwith ont which no man ſhall ſee the Lord. May he en- 
1 able your Corretpondent to keep theſe ever in his cye, 
* and to unite them ever in his deportinent ! tho? this ſhould 
 {Wprocure him, in the opinion of ſome, the character of a 
„ Wren bien in Iſracl, and a man who attempts to turn the 
0 Wv-orid upfide down. Every true citizen of Zion will, 
the more or leſs, be branded with that character. It is loug 
al ſince Jeruſalem was repreſented, by the pr ofeſſed ſer- 
* vants of royal authority, as a city hat made inſurree- 
on againſt kings — Be iz num unto the ing, that the 
1 ews come unto Feruſalem, butlding the rebelligs auh 
une bad city. Be it known wito the king, that, if this 
2 ty be builded, and the walls fet up again, then will they 
800 0 pay toll, tribute, and cuſlom, und fo thou fhait en 
7. mage the revenue of the kings. Now, beeauſe we have 
„ prainttainance from the 4ing*s palace, and it was not meet 
* or.us to fee the rag s difhonour ; therefore have wwe ſent 
« 1 and ©: rtified the ling, &c. Ezra iv. Such was the cha- 
010-B cer given of Jeruſalem by her enemie;—a ebe. 
PE ety, and hurtful unto tings and bro GUIRCES, und that they 
) © once moved ſedition withen the fame i in old time — that, , 
* £00 «ty be builded agaih, and the e up, the ling 
$5.” Doll / have no portion 02 "I ide the river; aid this flan- 
2 8 er had its deſired effect, put a ſtop w the rebuilding © 
1 the city of God, and protracted her ruin and def: 7555 
. 15 tion. ben the copy of the Ling letten was read, they 
en, ip in hajte (viz. the calumniators) to Jer uſalem 
a je unt the Jeu, and made them to ſt Force and pow 


- 


Then ceaſed the work of the J roufe > Gal which 2 
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at Jeruſcilem, becauſe the ſet time to faronr Zion was 
not vet come. | PF pe 

The Admonition ſpeaks of the great advantages th 
people enjoy, in conſequence of the great care and ſoli. 
citude which the Eſtabliſned church takes concerning the 
Miniſtry of the Word, by requi::ng from all who the 
licences to preach the Gofpel, the moft ſolemn engage. 
ments; and urges as a chief reaſon for rejecting the ſor. 
vices of thoſe who come not fo recommended, that he 


act without any ſort of authority, without giving 


« any public pledge for the ſoundneſs of their Faith, or 
« the correQnels of their Morals, and without the advan. 
« tages of regular education, and of preparatory Know. 
edge. You know that the Church of >cotland, preicribes 
© a long courſe of education to thoſe who are train. 
« d for the holy Miniſtry; and in order co prevent the 
« miſapplication of literary ſtudies and talents, require: 
&« from all whom ſhe licences to preach the goſpel, the 
© moſt ſolemn engagements, that they will adhere to th: 


„ Standards which the has publiſhed of her Doctrine, 


* Worſhip, Diſcipline, Government.” Has all this pre. 
caution ſecured ſoundneſs in the faith, re&itude of nio- 
rals, and prevented the miſapplication of literary ſtu- 
dies and talents? Let facts and experience ſpeak. 
Does a folemn aent to articles of faith which ar 
not believed, and which are afterwards contradicted, 
give any pledge or ſecurity to the Public reſpecting the 
above? Can the farce of the moek moderation of : 
call, where the people have no power of election, tut 
niſh any ſuch pledge? Theſe and the like things are ne 
proof of ſoundneſs in the faith, and of correctne'- ol 
morals. Surely the man who feareth an bach, deſerves 
more reſpe& than he who iweareth it, yet ſeer;:* to 
make no conſcience of fulfilling his ſolemn vows, The 
Weſtminſter Confeflion of Faith is the acknowledged 
ſtandard of the Church of Scotland-—her authorarative 


Interpreter of Scripture, as = certain eminent Dotto! 


lately termed it, in his pretended recantation; and '0t- 
withſtanding, is it not univerſally known, that the doe 
triacs of that Confeſſion are ſeldom, if ever heard {ron 
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ſome pulpits-—nay, that very different doctrines 
are often iſſued both from the pulpit and the preſs? 
The true Church of Scotland, I may uſe the phraſe, 
15 not that which hath receded from the doqrines and 
praciice of her proſeiied ſtandards, but thoſe who main- 
tain and exempliſy them. 

That Chriſt has a part of his church within what ts 
called the Church of Scotland, I readily grant; but that 
this huge unwieldy maſs, compoſed of 10 many hete- 
rogencous mate rials, and as moulded by haman policy, 
is in fact the church of Chriſt, ſome of her own mini- 
ſlers have not the aſſurance to aſſum. The following: 
caution, therefore, needs to be ſomerhat qualificd ; 
« Beware, beloved brethren, of all who would ſhake 
&© your attachment to the Eſtablilbed Church of Scotland. 
« By diligently improving thoſe ſtated means of inſtruc- 
« tion which 1z.c provides for you,” Wc. Alas! there 
arc thouſands in her botom, who, inſtead of being pro- 
vided with the ſtated means of (alutary inftrution by 
this mother—inftead of ſucking the ſincere milk of the 
word from the breaſts of Zion's confolations, draw pot- 
ſon to their fouls, and feed on aſhes. Some may per- 
haps allege, that it is better to riſł dampation in che bo- 
tom of that mother, than to fzek. ſalvation beyond her 
privileged walls; at leaft, they act as if they were of that 
opinion, An illaſtrious Potentate is of a very different 
judgment, as we may infer from his exhortation or com. 

mand—Ceaſe, .mp / on, t bear the inſtructition that cafe 
ot} to err from the words of knowledge—cenle from it, 
tough it ſhould be Eclivered within the conſecrated 
walls of an eſtabliined thurch ; ſor error is every where 
dangerous. If men cannot enjoy the goſpe), and its 
mititutions, in ſuch a connection, iu ſcriptural purity ; 
the authority of God, and the ſalvation of their own 
louls, impoſe the indlifpenſible duty of ſecking that im- 
portant privilege ſome- where elſe. John tells us, That 
wi: foover abideth not in the doctreue of Chrift, hath not 
Cod.—is in very deed an Atheiſt. No wonder then 
Paul ſhould expreſs bimielf in fo ſtrong a manner, when 
Ipe:t.ing of ſore that troubled the church, and wor/d 
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pervert the goſpel of Chriſt. But though ue, or an un. 
gel from heaven, preach any other goſpel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let him be ac. 
curſed. As we faid before, fo fay 7 nyw again, / any 
man preach any other goſpel unto you than that ye has, 
received, let him he accurſed, Gal. i. 8, 9. Would the 
apoſtle have thoſe to whom he wrote to own ſuch: s 
the lervants of Chriſt, and to ſubmit to their miniſtry, 
whom he himſelf pronaunces accurſed? Elſewhere he 
forlids to pray for ſucceſs to them, becanſe this wor | 
be to make ourſelves partakers of their evil deeds, and to 
pray in effect for the enlargement of Satan's king{9:n, 

Many were ſurpriſed, that not one was found in the 

Aſſembly to open a lip againſt a paper, which contain. 
ed a number of ſerious charges, of the truth of ſome 9 
which they could have no evidence. But wonder 2 
this may ceaſe, when it is recollected, that when th: 
Deity of the Son of God, and the atoning efficacy ct 
his death, that foundation and chief corner-ſtone in the 
building of mercy, became the ſubject of diſcuſſion it 
the ſame court a few years ago, the minority, with che 
exception of 'two or three, tamely gave up the caul- tr 
the majority, and both concur in diſmiſſing it, as a cou] 
already decided, res hactenus gudicata., But when they 
came to chooſe a clerk ſome time thereafter, ſo warm 
was the conteſt, and ſo great the buſtle, that good ori 
aud decency could ſcarce be preſerved, as if it were? 
matter of much greater importance to the Church e 
Scotland, who ſhould ofhiciate as their clerk, than whe- 
ther Jeſus be truly and properly the Son of God, à res 
partaker of the Divine nature, or merely a man of ow 
own order ; whether his death was neceſſary to accom- 
pliſh our redemption, or merely accidental, win: t9 
the inveterate wickedneſs of the Jews who ſought ti! 
life, while the ſame ends might have been anſweret 
without the effuſion of his blood. 

Adverting to the above, need one be ſurpriſed 
the members of that body, thould in their individus! c 
pacity, read the Admonition from their pulpits, 2 . 
joined, though convinced it contained groſs, delib+ itt 
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Jaader and defematzon, a crime of no ſmall magnitude 
in the eye of our laws, By their compliance, they have 
mace themfelves parties to that defamation, and in- 
lrumental in ſpreading it; but time will ſhew whe-« 
ther they have adopted a cure of the apprehended ma- 
lady, or a corroſive; for tne wile are ſometimes tak en 
in their own craftineſs, 

A reflecting ſpectator is aſltouithed, to hear with what 
airs of ſeli. importance church- coucts boat! of their 
Levifiatrve and Executive power. Theſe are evidently 
founded on the model of civil courts, and thould per- 
hipz be termed, as the common people, the laics, ſome - 
times call them, C/-rgy-courts ; but they are far lets 
conſiſtent. Our civil courts open in the name of the 
ſupreme authority, arrugate no legiſlative power, but 
appcal to the ſtatutes already in force, as the invariable 
ruic of their deciſions. Bat church, or clergy-courte, 
abe perpetually making laws, without once giving them- 
elves the trouble to make it al Pear that their acts and 
45 ions ſcem good not only to themſely es, but alto ro 

- Holy Ghoſt, that good apoLolic way Church- 
3 profeſs to conftitute and cloſe in the name of 
Chrult; but do they refer to his laws as the ground of 
their authority, or te rule of their deciſions? Refer- 
ences to acts of Parliament, acts of Aſſembly and 8 * 

ds, and to received principles and conſtitutional 2CL3, 
you will hear; but the Acts of the AP! oftles huve no 
voice, ard the ſacred code, or the oracles of Heaven, are 
treated hike au Almenac out of date; he is called to or- 
dec who is old-faltioned enough to refer to them, or 
told that his reference is not to the point. Are the 
ws of Chriſtlanity deficient and Incomplete, that our 


Lord is ſuppoſed to have delegated his legiſlative au- 


thority to a fet of men, to exerciſe it now and then, as 
hey, lee c:ule, in order ro ſupp! y that ſuppoſed defect? 

Et e laws of Jeſus are perfect, and adequate to every 

ate, Why not have recourſe to them rather than frame 

C 3 of their own, that have no power to command the 

conſcience ?-—=Chrift alone is King in Zion, and he will 

not give his glory o another, nor his praile to graven 
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images. Al that he hath left to his ſervants, is to point 
out, explain, and inculcate his laws; and thoſe who are 
his ſheep will hear his voice, and not follow ſtrangers, 
It is no argument that civil communities have a riplic 
to make laws for their own government; for the cales 
are by no means parallel.—It is the peculiar glory of 
the churches to have a Lawgiver that cannot err, ad 
whote laws are abſolutely perfect, and adequate to eve 
caſe which'can occur, whether it reſpects individuals « or 
communities; did men but take pairs to know and un. 

derſtund them, and poſſeſs wiſdom to point out their 
proper application. Who would take a child for hi- 
guide in an unknown and intricate path, while he might 
have the benefit of a man of experience, and well. 20. 
quainted with the country, to direct his ſteps? Who 
would ſct up a taper at nacon-day, and invite men to 
come to its light, and walls in the brightneſs, or rather 
obſcurity of its ſhining? Laws of man's framing mult 
partake of his imperfections; but the church of God is 
not ſubje teu to the ſallies of human caprice, nor NY to 
be governed by the erring diftates of fallible wiſde 
Think me not ſevere hy applying a paſſage of Seripture re 
to the caſe in hand, Pain man would be wiſe—wilc e- 
nough indeed, in many caſes, in his own coucelt, to cor- 
rect the wiſdom of the Almighty, or ſupply its ſup- 
poſed deficiencies, though man be born lite a wild ale. 
colt, The hiſtory of the church in every age plainly 
ſhews, that this humiliating deſcription of man is as 2 ap- 
plicable to the clergy, as to any claſs of men on earth, 
But becauſe God loved Iſrael, to ęſtabliſb them for ever, 
Le hath not ſubjected them to 2 lordly ſpiritual domi- 
nion, but made his own Son king over them, to do jus 
ment and juſtice, The very beft and greateſt of his ſer- 
vants, even the apoſtles, are not lords of thar brethren's 
Sith, Viet helpers of their Joy—and have no right to lord 
ie over his heritage, being bound in all things to thew 
themſelves patterns and examples to the flock. 

To ſuppoſe laws of human framing neceſſary to he 

good order and edification of the church of Jeſus, would 
de to infult his infinite wiſdom, as if he had not ſuſfic!- 
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ently provided for occurring circumſtances; to call in 
queition his omniſcience and divine care, as it he had 
not forefeea them, or foreſceing, did not mind how his 
people ſhould act on the emergency; and to infringe on 
his incommunicable authority, as if his ſervants might 
lep at pleaſure into his throne, and legiſlate for his 
people in his name and ſtead, Where men preſume to 
act ſuch a part, he is in effect dethroned, and the folema 
deed of his Father, in anol: ung. him King on his holy 
hill of Zion, and ſetting him on his own. right hand till 
tis enemies are made his foo; tool, oppoſed and coun- 
teracted, Shall not the Lord 9 U 75 r. theſe things ? 
Shall not his foul be avenged on thoſe who dare thus in- 
falt him in his on houſe, and «i! under the pretezt 0. 
doi, 5 him and his people lervice ? 
ot only that large body, or eccleſiaſtical communi 
ty, winch is citablithed on the rock of human authority, 
and fenced round by the bulwarks of civil power, ap- 
pears chargeable with the conduct reprobated above; 
1: is alſo too often exemplified even among Ditlenters. 
in ſome ot their courts, you will hear it overtured and 


icbated, whether the people under their charge ſhould 


not be ſubjected to church-confure, for joining in any act 
of religious worthip, with perſons of any other denomi- 
nation, againit whom they think propec tc bear teſtimony; 
and that is againſt all that bear the name of Jeſus, ex- 
cept thoſe of their own community. An overture fo 
uliberal and unchriſtian found, however, ſome able op- 
ponents of their own order, who ſeem to underſtand the 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made his people free, and 
to h tired of the degrading yoke of clerical bondage. 
The Spirit of God, [peaking by David, ſeems to con- 
vey a very different view of the matter; £ am , cm- 
danion of all them that jcar thee; even of then that keep 
thy prevepts, Plal. cxix. 63. Here there is no excep- 
tion; and a greater than David makes this the terms of 
lus fellowihup with the ſons of men. I may venture to 
fey, that ou High the Elahaiſt, nor his Lord, did they 
ve in our day, would aſſociate theraſelves with certain 
bodies of Chriſtians, upon their preſent derts of com- 
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munion; and indeed, did theſe perſonages make the of. 
fer, they would be rejected, unleſs they gave up che 
terms of fellowihip contained in the above paſſage of 
holy writ. Our. bleſſed Lord never meant to make tic 
door of acceſs to the New Teſtament church narrower 
thau that to the old; for in Chriſt Jeſus, it is neither 
circumeiſion, nor uncircumcition, that entitles to this, but 
che new creature, and the evidences of it, in the judy - 

ment of charity, in the life and converſation. Our Lord 
and his apoſtles had not Phariſaical ſtrictueſs enough 
for modern times. How unſeemly to hear men, pro- 
fell:dly conyened and conſtituted, in what they call their 
judicial capacity, in the name of Jeſas, making fo much 

ado about thei recerved (proneiples, ther conflitutiona! 
atts, &c. while the laws of God are a ſealed book in 
their court, ſeldom appeale d to as the unerring ſtaudard 

of Chri! tian condud /! 

Some of theſe uſſeniblies of divines, with all their 
boaſted liberality, and profeſſed regard to the will of 
the great Read, ſometimes prefume to modify, reftric}, 
or prohibit obedience to his command, ard to exciude 
from their fellowſhip, without a reaſon tanctioned by 
his authority, ſuch as refuſe to comply. In proof of 
this, I need only inſert their own publie Deed, with 
which they are ſo well-pleaſed as to publiſh, or author— 
fe it to be publiſhed to the world. ihe Synod on- 
cc dained, that if any probationer or miunſter, not hav- 
“ing a charge, ſhall (without the conſent of his Pretby- 
& tery) officiate in the pnlpits of any denomination of 
5 Chriſtians not connected with the R—f body, the 
« Prefbytery within whoſe bound: he 'cefides, thall call 
„him to their bar, and admoniſh him; but ſhould he a- 
gain act in the ſame manner, he (hall 1% facto be ex- 
« cluded from the R f body; and his preibytery {hall 
« fend notice of his excluſion to all the other preſby- 
« teries*.”-What ! the very ſecond offence pronounce! 
unpardonable ! 15 this the way to appear dignified, ad 
to ſecure reſpect to their deciſions Is not ſuch urbi- 
ana abuſe"ot church authority the very my to niake 


See Chriſtian Magazine, Nt 28. p. 287 
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it and its deciſions contemptible ? For God never gave 
any power againſt but for the trath. Let any one read 
our Lord's commiſlion to his diſciples, and jay it he 
ſuſpends the exerciſe of it on any ſuck condition. Will 
man's denying his gonſeut make the command of God 
of none effect? or is it neceſſary that man ſhould give 
his concurrence, in order to make the commands ot Je- 
ſus binding on the conſcience of his ſervants Did ever 
a more arbitrary and unſcriptural mandate pioceet from 
the Vatican? Say that a preacher, or miniſter without 
a charge, happened to receive an invitation from « 
number of poor periſhing fellow finne re, or, if zou will, 
a number of fellow Chrittians, to preach the goipel to 
them, and that a place of worſhip is provided, where 
part of the ſlated congregation wilt alto to attend, how 
is he to conduct hun ſoit? Is he to give them a far de- 
nia]? or is he to anſwer in terms of the above deed ? 
« Before I find myſelf at liberty to preach to you, | molt 
© frit go and procure the conſent of my preſLytery, which 
* mvets at fuch a place two months or ten weeks hence? 
* for, till chat is procured, I dare not obey God, by gra- 
*utying your delire, but at the certain peril of totai ex- 
hon from my preſent religions connections, without 
the beneftt of clerzy ! Go, ſaid ſeſus, to all the worki—e 
ge, preach the goſpel t every creature 5; and they who 
received this command, went preaching it every where, 
He hath not ſpecified times or places in which it is un- 
lawful to give obedience to this ſolemn mandate, though 
the above Synodical deed does. How proper the apo. 
tol:c reply to a ſimilar imperious injunction; Whether 
it be right in the fight of God to bearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye. Who hath a right to ſay to 
God, as he faith to the raging ſea, Hitherto halt thous 
come and no farther, and here fhatl all thy authority 
be ſtayed 2 | 

Does the Moſt High deign to reaſon and cxpoſtulate 
with his guilty creatures, to bring them to a ſenſe of 
the error of their way, and to encourage their returu to 


duty? Come now, wid let us reaſon together, ſaith the 


Lord; and fhu!l any of his profelled ſeryants deem thein. 
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ſelves ſuperior to fuch an example? Doth he-nct mul. 
tiply to pardon even {ins of.a ſcarlet and crimfon dye, 
and wait to be gracious? To confels and ſorſake is 4] 
he requires, nor does he cut off on the ſecond or th d 
relapſe. Then Peter ſard, Lord, how oft hall my H. 
ther fin againſt me, and 1 forgive him 2 till ſruen tine 
Jeſus faith unto him, I ſay not, Until ſeven times ; 
but, until ſeventy times ſe ben. Matth. xviit. 21, 22, 
See alſo Luke xvii. 3, . Theſe commands bind churches 
as well as individuals; for there is but one law to both, 
By whoſe authority then can Church-courts cut off from 
their body 2 Congregation without even a admonition ; 
a Probationer or Miniſter, who have a cloim to be treat- 
ed as Brethren, upon admoniſhing them once, ſhould 
they happen a ſecond time to act contrary to their 97. 
der, admitting that order were ſcriptural ? Do men ain. 
putate an affected liinb, while hopes of recovering it e- 
mam? Where ſuch deeds can be adopted, little proof is 
given of brotherly love; nay, is it not manifeſt, tha it 
ts waned cod? She was not the mother of the child wito 
was for dividing it; and our Lord tells ns, that he is an 
hireling, and not the true ſhepherd, who careth not for 
the ſheep. John x. 13. 

The licence man can give, man may take away; 1 
the licence God gives to preach his goſpel, neither men 
nor devils can take away. Church courts that can pals 
ſuch deciſions, will do beſt with thoſe who reſt content 
with the licence of a preſuytery; for there is little dan- 
ger that ſuch will riſk the loſs of their temporal pro. 
pes, by denying implicit obedience where the r:ghts 
of God and conſcience are concerned; and ſuch proceeds 
ings are the direct way to be furniſhed with ſuch pro- 
bationers only“. But, inſtead of commenting farther 


* The above Decd need not ſurpriſe, when it is conſidered, tha 
the ſame mud Court could cut off a whole Congregation at one 
ſtroke, without ſummoning them to anſwer for any part of ther 
conduct, or putting this in their nower—without any attempt 0 
bring them to a ſenſe of the fault, or uſing any mean whatever tor 
their reformation, granting they had done wroug. Doth cur law, 
faid Nicodemus of old to the chief prieſts and Phariſees, judge a 1 
befer: it bear bim, and know what de deeth ? And yet herg we find a an. 
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or, the deed in queſtion, permit me to give you an ex- 
tract from an author, who was one of the moſt famous 
orators, and ſucceſsful preachers of his day. 


kderable number of fellow Chriſtians, who bad been for ſome years 
in communion with the body, juuged, condemned and executed, or 
puniſhed by the higheft centure a church-court can inflict, exciſion 
from the whole body, witkout hearing one of them in cheir own 
caule, or knowing, in 2 legal and judicial manner, wat they did! 
After ſuch a decilion, no member of their court can ute the above 
language; and yet thoſe who acknowledged the obligation of that 
lov, and were brought to act pon it on the occaſion referred to, 
are introduced as ſaying of Chriſt in the context, Have any of the rus 
bers. or of the Phar'ſces believed on Dim 7 John vii. 48. 

Ihe ſtruggles made by that Congregation to ſecure Chriſtian liber- 
ty, and goſpel privilcges, claim ſympathy, and their Liuiting up 
their place of worſhip ageiilt one who perhaps ought never to have 
let boot in a pulpit, ſurely was not the unpardonable in, eſpecially 
if there be any truth in the ſurmiſe, hat in this they acted by the 
con aivance, if not by the advice of ſome of their Ghoſtly Fathers, 
It was worthy of a Nero, or a Donmitian, to wiſh the Roman pcople 
had but one neck, that he might ſtrike ic off at one blow. Some 
people think they appear grezt, in proportion to the miſchief they 
are capable of executing,-a greatneſs of which Satan can boatt ; 
but the ſervants of Chriſt never eppear greater than when, like bim, 
they are meck and lowly in heart, bear long, and are kind, ard do 
not break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the ſmoaking flax. Did 
Gec! treat us as we too often treat one another—cut us of from the 
trennt merey, upon our ſecond or (hid tranſgreibon, we had beea 
long ere now Lon wle and yet we are called and bound to be 
followers, or imitators of him, as dear children, aud to walk as 
Chriſt alſo walked,——It. is carnettly recommended, that Church 
Courts, at all their meetings, would cauſe the XVIIIth of Matthew 
to be read in their preſence, and learo what it meaneth ; and then 
would they not, by the wanton exercitc of arbitrary power, ſo fre- 
quer.t'y clear the guilty, ard condemn hom the Lord hath not con- 
derncd. The wetchmen thut toent abo it the city found me, they ſmote me, 
ey roviended . the L-epers of ile wells lock way my wait from me. 

[ forbear animadverting on the propriety uf adminiſtering a ſo- 
lemn rebuke to a Brother and his Managers, under the notion of 
their having been guilty of diſorderly conduct, in permitting forme 
ſtunetants the uſe of their place of worthip on the evenings of the 
Lord's day, becauſe, for ſooch, the Synod had thought proper to en- 
at x jaw at u ſormer meeting, forbidding ſuch ih uſe of their pul- 
Pitz; though both Paſtor and Managers wight plead, That the 
Proprictors of the houſe had a right to diſpoſe of it as they thought 
proper, when their to doing did not intericere with the ſtated hours 
of public worſhip ; and might alſh plead, that the affair came before 
ther; valy by Proteſt and Appeal from the ſcutence of an itciior 
FOurt, to attirm or reverſe which was their ſole province as a Court 

BUVIEWs | 
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Diſcourſing on that text, Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
ve ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the world, &c. he 1.th 
the following obſervations ; © Go ye, not tay till the peo. 
ple come to you, but imitate the conduct of your Mater; 
ge, remember that the des will not permit foul 
to be fond of hearing you; Go therefore, into a, 

« world; chere is your commiſſion, I iuſiſt upon it, and 
by the grace of God, if I was to die for it, I will jay, 
that no power on earth has power to reſtrain mini- 
* ſters from preaching where a company of people are 
willing to hear. Pariſhes and ſettled miniſters there 
“ muſt be, but we are not, 1 inſiſt on it, to be hindered 
from preaching Chriſt any where; becauſe he bids u. 
«& oo into all the worl] ; here is our licence, and the 
“ Spirit of Chriſt helping us to preach by that licence, 
& will make al} the devil's children covards before 13, 
„f they will not preach the goſpel in the church, they 
* muſt not be angry for the pcor people's going ov! in- 
* to the fields where they hear the goſpel. Did you 
ever hear Paul, or any of the apoſtles, ſend away 2 
* conpregttion without a ſermon ? No, no: when ture 
ed ont of the temple, they preached in the high-w¼π] e, 
* hedges, ſtreets, and Innes of the city; they. went to 
„ the water-ſide ; ; there Lydia was catched. We how: 
got a commiſſion here from Chriſt ; and not only a 
* commiſſion, but we have a ecommand to pre“ y 
ic every creature; all that are willing to hear. He? 
* hath an ear, let him bear," Our Lord's re ply on 1 
certain occaſion may be adopted by his ſervants as a juil 
"anſwer to all thoſe who would filence them, or obſtr at 
their exertions in their Maſter's cauſe z Go, cl them, 
IWo will go about to- day, t©-morrow, «nd the third day, 
—go «bout ſo long as our Maſter is pleaſed to appoint 
us work in his vineyard, Suck ſhould be their refolu- 
tion, and, if ſound faithful, it will be their privil-;;e 
for who or what can harm them while ſollowers of ty ual 
3 is good ? Their God, - God of peace, wi 
briaſe Satan under their feet ſhortly. 

The leaders neither i i church nor ſtate have a 13 
to limit or reitric what the great Lord of all hath mac? 
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common to all his ſervants. Even wicked Nero pc 1. | 
m::tcd Paul, at the very time he was his prifoner, to J 
preach to all that came to hear him, as often as he = 
pleaſed, and that in the very capital of the Roman em- 8 
pire ; not ſuffering any. of his officers to give him the 
leait moſeſtation. And we find tliis apoltle exercifing 
the ſume liberty in the preſence of Felix, of Agrippa, | 
and other noble perſonages, during the very period of 
his confinement as a ſtate priſoner. Did not his doc 0 | 
trines tend to ſubvert the Jewiſh ritual, and the elta- E 
blithed religion of the empire? Did they not tend to f 
' 


bring che objects of religious worthip among the na- 
tions into coutempt, to overturn their altars, inut up 
their teraples, and diſcard their prieils, all which took 
place in a ſhort time ? And ſliall the profefled ſervants 
of Chriſt attempt, under pretext of caring for their re- 
ligion, and for ſtate matters, what Nero and his mini- | 
ons, what Felix, ere Agrippa, and others, would 
have been aſhamed of? 

Our Divine Lord upbraids the leading men among 
the jews with what they had done to obſtruct the pro- 
grels of knowledge, and to prevent men from becoming | 
partakers of the bleſſings of the goſpel ot peace. Moe 1 
unto you lawyers ! for ye have taken away the de of | | 
knowledge ; ; ye entered not in your ſelves, and them that | 
were entering in pe hindered, Luke xi. 52. Thelc things if 

are feldom disſoiped; for thoſe profetiors who receive i 
not the truth in the love of it, are the greateſt obſtacles y 
| to the converſion of their fellow Frners; and never more 
fo chan when by their doctrine they take away from 
the people the key of knowledge. Theſe alſo are the 
, men who attempt to wreſt from Chriſt the keys of his 
nonſe, and to ſhut out, or admit whom they pleaſe, 
without reſpe& to his w in. 

The bufineſs of the late Aﬀembly, referred to in the 
Admonition, and allo the meaſures of ſome other Church- 
courts, taken in connection with the apparent ſtate of 
fe)1g1on among us, have dire ted your Correſpondents 

attention to ſome paſſaces i in the writings of an eminent 
Prophet. Waits L tranſcribe them, I leave truth and 
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experience to direct the applicatic nde be wntc be 
paſtors that deſtroy and ſetter the ſheep of my paſture | 
faith the Lord. 7 w vifit wpon you the evil of your 
doing. Mine heart within me is broken hecauſe of the 
hay : for both prophet and prieft are profane; yea, 
in in y bouſ» have I found their wickedneſs, faith . 
Lor a. Wh. refore their way. ſhall he unto them as (if 
perry ways in the dar waeſs ; they ſhall te driven on, wind 
fail therein for I uu bring gat wpon them, even the 
year of t bei- tation, faith BE Lord. I bade ſeen in 
the prophets of Feruſulcm an horrible thing : they com- 
mit adultery, and walk in ties : they ſtrengiben alſo thi 
hands a evil-doers, that none doth return from his wick. 
ednels, therefore thus ſuith the Lord concernmg tht 
prophets, Behold, I will feed them with wormwond, und 
make them di ink the water of gail: for from the prophets 
of Jeruſalem ie profaneneſs gone /orth into all the land. 
Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, Hearken not unto dle 
words of the prophets that prophecy unto you ; they 
make you vain : they ſprak a viſion ef ther own heart, 
and not out of the mouth of the Lord. They ſay fil 
unte them that deſpiſe Mme, The Lord hath ſaid, Ye * 
have peace ; and they ſay unto every one that watlketh 


after the imagination of bis cu'n beart, No evil jhall come 


wpon you. Behold a whirlwind of tbe Lord is gore forth 
in fury, even a grievous whirlwind it ball full Hier, 
oufly Gn the bead of the wiched. The anger of the Lord 
Hall not return until he have evecuted,. and till e 
performed, the thoughts of bis heart : in the latter dayi 
ve ſhall confeder it perfeftly. I have not ſent theſe po- 
phets, yet they ran ; 7 have no- Jhoken | to them, yet he 
prophefied. But if they had ſtood in my counſel, wid 
had cauſed my people to hear my words, then they oli 


have turned them from their evil way, and from the "wu 


Tea, they are. pr ophets of the deceit of 
. ther own heart,; which think 40 canſe my people to fer. 
get my name © their dreams. He that hath my word, 
ler him ſpeak my word fanbfully. Ml ts the cal, 0 
the wheat ? {arth the Lord -—Behold, I am © gaigſt 190m 
that cauſe my people to err by their lies, ani by hen 
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1759 5 5 ye! 7 ent them not, nor commande chem: 
therefore they ſhall not profit this people ut all, jurth th; | 
Lord. Te | Gat perverted the words of the living Gu, ! 
v/ the Lord of hoſts, our God. ; | 
A wonderful and horrible thing is commured in 1d 
land : The prophets propheſ; 7 fulſely, and the priefts bear 
rule by their means ; and my people love tG hade ut %. 
and what will ye do in the end thereof Jer. xxiil. through. 
oat, alſo chap. v. 30, 3t. e 
An intereſting paſſage in the New Tellament, which, 
has been realized to a demonſtration in late events, con- 
cludes in the following ſolemn manner; Ie give thee 
thanks, O Lord God Alinighty, becanſe thou bujt taken ta 
thee thy great power, and haſt reagned. And the nations 
were angry, and thy wrath 1s come, an the time that 
than ſhouldeſt deflroy them which deftiroy, and, as the 
27gin reads it, corrupt the earth*. And the temple of 


OY, CI —— — 


— . — 2. 


3 


* ln the puſſage (Rev. xi. 18) it is alſo ſaid, The time of the dh | . 
that they Teulad b Judged 14 c that is the time af exe. ating 1udpe 
ment tor them, as the phrase often imports--the time of zvenging 
the injuries which they have ſuſtained, ard the cAulton of their 


| blood by the Antichriſtian powers, is whom od wall give blood a ' 

| to drink in abundance, having ſound them worthy, Over theſe 44 
| powers the dread vengeance of Heaven hangs, and on them, and | 
alt that abet their cauſe. will the full vials of Divine avrath be F 


pour:d. Their miſery will come upon them as a ſudden az! ir- 
reſiſt b/c deſtfuction from the Almighty, wicnce the cry ſhall be 
heard, with weeping and wailiog—Alas, alas! that great city !— = 
Alas, alas! that great city, wher-1n were made ich ail that had 1 
ſhips ic the ſea by reaſon of her coftlineſs! for in ove honey is the 
made deſolate. Rev. xviii. We read of the rot of ber ber —0f 
ber lag coming in one day, death, and mourning, and faming ; and of 
her being uteri turned 2pith fire, becauſe the Lord God who judgetk 
her it i; ang and mighty; and that thoſe ho hac committed tors 
Wcation, and lived dehciouſly with her, ſhall Lewail ber, and la. 
ment for her, when they ſhall ſee the ſmoke of ber burning, Nanding 
tar 97 for the fear of ber torment, ſaying, Als, „las that prear city 
bady!on, that mighty city ! for in one hour is thy judgment come. 
the ſudden and irreparable nature of her ruin is pretigured by 
m angel caſting a great milſtone into the ſea, faving, Thu: with 
mlence s thet great city Buly!1 be thrown down, ani Rl he fund ne 
More at 4.4, Fer in ber was found the blocd of prophets. and of ſaints, and 
of ail aaf were lein agon the earth \ No wonder the approach of theſe 
unge thonld be preceded, as our Lord tells us, by % fr the fun 
ad 1 th; mon, and in the are; and wpon the earth diflireſs of n:tign:, Toth + 
Pp tv ; the fea and the wares rearing ; meni-hearts failins them for Hear, 
. | 414 
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God was opened in heaven, and there was ſeen in bis thn, 
ple the ark of his teftament and there were en 

and voices, and thunderi ines, und an earthquake, and þ 9 

Bail. In the above pa Nages of facred writ, we have te 
words of the Almighty God of truth, upon whic!, | 
offer no comment. How far they apply to moderr 
times and manners, I leave yen, Sir, to judge. They 
certainly ſpeak a la NN the moſt ſerious to cr tain 
characters; and et them that bade ears to bear, bem 
what ihe Spiri it ſuiihß by them to the cLurehes, The 
ſei tion of ti n needs no apology, and will give no of. 


and for looking aftor thoſe things which are comine 6 the earth ; for the pore 
ers of hen ven ſhall 0” aten, L uke Ali, 2\, 26. 'The dread cataſtrophe 
of myſtical "Babylon will iuvolve in it the ruin of tome maritime 
powers, as appears evident from the language of the propheey; 
and it CONGerns this finful nation and its metrop:lis to inquirc, how 
far the deſcription cerreſponds. to their characer and privi ges 
for theſe events are haſteuing on, yea, arc perhaps at the docr. 

With the accompliſhment of theſe things ſtands connedted ths 
opening of God's temple in heaven, and the fe ting in bis ten pe 
the ark of his teſtament, intimating, that the execution of pred: 
ted judgments on the ſcat of the beaſt, and of the falſe propht, 
all uſher in brighter diſplays of Divine truth, and the opening & 
God's tempie, or the enlargement of his church, by the accefi on sf 
the nations. —-Woe {hall be to thoſe who attempt to rebuild th 
walls of Jericho, on whom God ! % th pronovnced a eurle and t 
ſirengthen the hands of Amalek, againſt whom the Lord wit 
maintain war from gen eration to gener: tion, till he deftroy tha 
man of fin, that ſon of perdition, with the breath of his mon- 
the brightneſs of his com::g. 

The Judgments of God overtake a devoted people when mo! 
ſceare, and when > Nu ed with hopes of continued proffettiy : fe 
fee. ſaith in ber haart, T fit a queen, and am ν t, und all fee 70 for 
rew. Therefore . 520 her Page ns come in cue ny. SumNthing unf 
ably more terr le is inicne ed, by the ſtrong language by v hic ts 

deſtruction of Antichriſt 1s foretold, than the inccrpoſition of i; 
arm of fleſh. !1 this awful vent, the arm of the Lord ſhall be 
ven led. and all fle ſhall ſee it together, and ſtand in awe beca 


| — f WP $ , @ 1% 
of his judge pts, by wich he ſhall woe fe Baby the Great, te 4. 
t Fravrlst; and dc Mind! GH. of {6 22 {h. be ele of übe 14 x 
that in ſtand, zd he is of once mind, and 4 can tur hit 


Prepare yourſelves to meet your. God, O ye gut y nations! 27% 
thou highly favoured, but ungrate fu! and rebellious Britain an 
In! are the things fœretold in theſe Chapters, (Rev. xi. an- 75 
the acc: -mpliſiment of which ſhall grike univerſal conſters: 


and excits weeping, and wail 13, and bitter la mcutatiens. 
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ence bat to the guilty, againſt whom God points the 
rte of his threatenings, 

{xd not treſpaſſed too much already on your pa- 
tiende, by animadverting 1v freely on ſuch groſs abwies 
y church-power, I would have added a few ſtrictures 
au another att of the General Aſſembly“. But, with» 


* Adverting to the following circumſtances, That the Paforal 


>z 
4. en bd. wnanimens pre &d if, nat only by the Committee wha 
drew it up, but Allo by the whole Al mbly. azd ted, and ordained 


* , o . P . * / - — * 0 . 8 
% Us 7 ea. Ad © Opec. fent is a! 4 7 F nilops t/ tle eubltyjord Church, 
24 of +5 rw, of F. 1 . 2 105,1: 2 40d that tu. Th Were a} eite! 
fa eu, Ha we }1 ozr thur „ Sulit eh. F. Lard diy Fer it eat 


's % and rtiat the Aj ue Lide Epics toerenf te Is tranſmitied fo t6: 
Seri fette of a't ts ce iti of Su and to te Chief Alagiftrater of 
all the Royal Hurghe--adveriing to theſe things, can any deed of a 
Court that couid hus ſanctien ſuch a paper excite ſurpriſe ? The 
miziters of Chtiſt arc indeed /e eile tofence of the goſpel, and called 
to cant: ad earnefily far the faith ence delivered is the ſaints 5 but ſuppoſiag 
that goſpel attacked, aud that faith in danger, they have no auth 
Fay to have recourſe to carnal or inferaal weapons; for the wea- 
pons ©! gur warfare are not carnal bat ſpiritual, yet are nighty 0 
the pru'':ng down of ſtrong hoids. The truth of God, that harp two 
edged tword of the Spirit, can put ta dighit whole armies of aliens; 
aac thet® is uo weapon to be compared to this. 
Te following Feclefinftical Medi publiſhes iu ſore of the ve 
cles of public intelligence, © On Thurſday the 22d of Ma, the Ge- 
er Affe ribly of the Church of Scotland met, &e—Ov t'1: TTueſ- 
de following, the Gencral Aﬀembly, in coalrguence ot rertures 
* from feven diſferent $* gods, paſled a d: CUratory act, gonſiſting of 
two. Paris. The firſt part declarcs, That no perſon who has nut 
" rectived ſictuce within the hounds of ve Church of cotland, or 
by Gone of the Preſbytcries of the Church, or who having began li- 
ezxaced within the bounds of the Chñurch, yacs wieliant its bounds, 
wind mt a cal from ſome Cungregation, and aſterwards receives 
* 073 etion, is capable of receiving a preſentation or call to any 
Far or Chapcl of Laſe wit za the Church of Scotland -—— The 
* feo0nd Cectares, That all the Miniſters of the Church are diſchar- 
bed irom admitting ivto their pulpits to preach the ward, from 
emmoying in auy of the ordinances of reiiglan, any perion who 
Ri GOL receieed licence or ordination from fornc Preſbytery of 
*the auch, and from holding any minileris! 6 tow) gp with him 
Wirkt ver. 


4 


: 


to e Ke its illiberality and bigotry appear. Chriſtianity is not 2 
moe olizing ſyſtem, and the true ſervants of 3od, acting in cha- 
Palin, are difpoled, as they are facrediy bound, to ſtrengthen one 
mes! es hands, an ECNCUUTREE cach others hearts in the work 0: 
Meir camun Maſter, God hath wot connne d his grace within tae 
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out troubling you farther, let me conclude with the 
two laſt ſentences of the memorable paper referred tn a. 
Hove, to which you will have little objedtion.—“ lr, 
** theſe giddy times, when the love of innovation 9 
much prevails, and when the ſpirit of innovation has 
« broken forth in ſo many forms; liſten t the word: of 


walls of this or that church; and where he does not confin: hi; 
grace, his ſervants have no right o confine their fellowihip. By 
the above deed, it is beyond diſpute evident, our bleſſed Lord 1nd 
his apoſtſes would have been exchuded trom every pulpit in the 
Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland; and it merits their ſerious inquiry, 
how far it goes to exclude his fpiritual preſence; if it aFerds ao 
Proof that'it is already withdrawn. They could not preface the! 
act as the apoſties did, 7! ſeemeth gocd to us, ond to the Holy GHU av 
indeed, churchmen ſeldom give themſelves the trouble ro make the 
laſt appear, Such meaſures write in leible characters on ihe 
courts, 7he Cory is departed. » 

The Son of God was accuſe of ſedition, blaſphemy, &c. in a 
Church Court, and the and of the prieſts was deep in the matter, 


And hath: he not been frequently fince arraipned and condemned in 


fuch dens of thieves, while not a few of the ſons of Levi kave {at a 
his accuſers and judges, and with one conſent pronounced his ſcu- 
rence ? For as much as they have done this to eny, even the caſt 
of his diſcipics, our Lord declares, that they have done it unte bm; 
for whatever touches them, touches the affe of bis oye. Saul, Can, 
noby perſecutet chou me ? It is an old practice of Churchmen, to call 
out of the Synagogue, and they have done this more frequently {4 
confeſſing Chriſt, than for oppohing bim; whence their fear hail 
often proved a ſnare, ahd led many to deny the Lord that bougtt 
us. The lordly and fatal dominion of the Church of Rome wi 
founded on the ſuppofiticn, that Chriſt had given the head of that 
church, and his kiretings, the keys of the Church both on eart!: and 
zn heaven, The arrogant claims of Churchmen ſtill are owing ! 
2 vain fancy, that to them are entruſted the keys of the kingdom & 
Heaven, But our Lord keeps theſe on his girdle ; and when be op 
ens, none can ſhut, no Pope, Prince, Cardiual, General Aftembiy, 
Synod, Preſoyter, or Pricit; and when he ſhuts, ali theſe have 90 
power to open. What + the fate of the ſervant that begins to 5% 
the men ſar warte and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be rom 
ken? Let his judge declare, The Lord of that ſervant vill come in # 
day chen he lodbetb not for him, ond ot an hour eben be is net awgor?, of 
will cut him in ſunder, and will appoint bim bi, portion with the ate 
levers, Luke x1t«.45, 46 

An excluſion from the privileges of a Society that can pr. 
fuch unwarranrable lengths, is not to be lamented as a mtu rf, 


To declare a ſervant of Chriſt no longer a miniſter of their Catch, 


and incapable of receiving à preſicatotion or call to any parth © 


chapel of caſe within its bounds or juriſdiction, aud diſcharge 2 


We 47 


With): 
aud g 
Pall, ; 
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« truth and fobernc/s. We ſpeak as to wiſe men ; Judge 
« 2 what we ſay. Recollect the counſels and the prace 
« tice of your fathers ; Kecollect your own experience 
gf inſtruction and edification, under a well educated 
and regularly ordained Miniſtry, Stand, Brethren, 
in the ways, and fee, and aſk for the old paths, where 


o 


- 


the miniſters of the Church from admitting him into their pulpits, 
mar be thought a dreadful ſentence, and is doubtleſs intended to o- 
peiate as a terror, Put what evails all this, it they cannot exclude 
vom the Church of Chiiſt, aud prevent his owning ſuch outcaſts as 
his {-rvants ? The Lord foon found the poor man, who had courage 
to conſeſs him before the Jewiſh rulers, in the face of a threatening - 
of excommunication, which was ſoon cxecutcd, and manifeſted him-« 
ſeif to him as hie did not to the world, as he did not to the Jewish 
pricſts aud Rabhbins, who, proud of their power, ſcat, and influence, 
and jcalons of ther honour, beat the men-ſorvants and maidens, and 
{4:2 concerning the Son, when he appeared, Tis is #4 heir, come let 
as L him, and the inberitance ſball be au Are ſuck the men by whom 
Jacob {hall ariſe, when be is ſmall? Amos vii. 2. 


KP Since the above note was written, and tle Letter to *ich it is 
annexed; the Author hath ſeen a Paper, in vindication of the Society 
implicated in the heavy charges contained in the Admonition, and 
Reply by ſome of its concerns. He cannot but admire the cool- 
dels, ftiraacſ*, and force of reaion, with which they repel the foul 
efpertons cf on their char Ger aud conduct. Such are the wea- 
pos of defence that becume a good gaufe, and the oppoitite cannot 
long recommend and ſupport a bad one, Such the exampie ſet by 
the zpoitles, who were no ſtrangers to the worſt of treatment, He- 
ng id, wwe oleſs ; being per ſccutei, zue fuffer it; being defamed, wa tent 
we are rd as the filth of the v, ana are the of ſcouring of all things un- 
i this diy, 1 Cor iv. 12, 13. 

Let Chriſtiane manic that they can be loyal, peaceable, 2114 ex- 
empliry for every thing pious, virtuous, and praiſe-worthy, without 
the bands which human policy have devited, being confiramed by 
tne fear of God, and the love au! authority of a Saviour, Where 
the law takes eognizance of a wan's actions, why thould zn oath be 
imp d, or taken, as.a qualifying teſt, to entitle a man, who is o- 
therwiſe qualified, to teach his fellow creatures the firit principles 


** of Chriſtianity? We no where read, that the apoſſſes of our Lord 
cid cok 41; oath to the reigning powers in Church or State, Kn; 
7 Jews or Gentiles, to entitle them to diſcharge heir important traſt, 

or $55! agy ſuck thing was required, Such compliances become fin- 
2 ful, i made to avoid the croſs, which is acGncx<d to the caule and 
5 jervies of Chriſt — Every real Chriſtian will be loyal from priucipie, 
rch Without the intctpoſal of an oath, though he will not call evil good, 
ber. aud g ä evilg and ha wilo is 2 kranger to truth in the juward 


en n oath can bind. Herr, if /wrearing the lint myurnets, Jer. 
thi E 3 TU 
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* 28 the good way, and walk thrrein, and ye ſhall find { 
2 reſt for e oy As: And may God e and tor. t 


« tify your minds by his good Spirit, and, amidſt all f 
* dangers, enable you to behave your ſelves wiſely 'n a 1 
perfect way.” Wiſhing this may be indeed our at. l 
tainment, through the promiſed aids of divine grace, r1 
I ſubſcribe myſelf, dear Sir, yours, Wc, p 
a 
| It 
LETTER-AV> d 

5 NF. SR 5 IR, 
Y former letters contain a number of 2 3 


which were thought proper to introduce and ge- 
company the following Journal. Certain recent A 
cumitances ſeem to aſcertain their propriety, and to ren- 
der them at preſent peculiarly feafonable. How 1 
you may be of the ſame opinion, belongs not to me: 
determine, The Relief Syhod, of which your 1. 15 
was then a member, were pleted to lay their ir jun 
tion upon him, and a certain brother, to fulfil a-mifitor 
to Arxyleſhire, taking upon themſelves the ſupp!y 0 
their pulpits. This labour of love, your pegs: 
ent engaged in, not by conſtraint, hut willingly, ha. 
ving previouſ had it much at hear t, and the honouf 
of moving it to his Fathers and Brethren. So wel. 
pleaſed was be with their cordial acquieſcence in tit 
motion, and unanimous fupport, that their conduct o. 
that occaſion bronght tears of j joy from his eyes. a 
has all along ch-riſhed the pleaſing hope, that kind 
vidence had ſome benign purycſes to ſerve by thet u un 
dertaking, on which he entered with a correſpondity 


Xiii 10. and a load of pnilt and wrath is treaſured up. It high) 


concerns the Chriſtian pricſthood tc rend and ponder that Chefe * 
which contains a word in egen to their onder. Every g' 0 mz Wie 
ſhould ducountenance the growing evil, remembering that iN ©: 
not hold thoſe puiſt!cls who take his pane in vain- that tt and 
they may eicape puniſhment from men, ye: will be not toftc: hen *pp' 
to eſcape tis right ous judgment. Every Chriſtian foldicr has wat Oper: 
allegiance to his Cod, and if that will not bind hüm to his d. 0% du 


» hard to ſay what will, 
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ſatisfaction. He truſts he will not be taxed with © Oe 
tiſm, vanity, and ſelf- importance, for uting languz agt in- 
| ſeper able from che nature of a journal, written for the 
inſpection of a few fr tends, without any deſign of pub. 
liſhing it to the world. The beſt 7 5 ol literary 
me rit, are in general the moſt candid, and the Jeaft diſ- 
poſed to criticiſe with ſeverity. Committing the tate 
and ſucceſs of this unadorn-d Narrative to God, thould 
it ia future come abroad to the world, he proceeds to the 
detail. 


YOUR Correſpond- rt, Sir, ſet out, Lueſday, July 
3d. 1797, and paſſed the my br in tne Ian at Fettycur, 
having been too late for the laſt boat at the evening tide. 
Croſled to Leith next morning, and proceeded to Dal- 
Keith, where, in conlequence of a letter prev:ouſly fent, 
Sermon and a Collection for the benefit of the Mithon 
had been intimated on the preceding Lord's day, to be 
in the Relief church“ thcre, on Thurſday evening, x 
o'cleck. Gave a diſcourſe, from rhe apoilolic beredic- 
tion, to a gvodly number of attentive e peopte; but the au- 
Keno: , I was told, would be much larger were it not 
for à public market that day in the neighbourhood, 
which mary were obliged, in their line of bulinets, to 
atteinl. The Collection, however, amounted to nine 
pounds ſterling, the receipt of which I acknowledged, 
protaifing to account for it to the Glaſgow Committee. 
This people and their Mimfter, who has been fince re- 
moved by death, thewed themſelves ways very friend- 


ly to the object of the miſhon, and many among them 


polieſs Chriſtian philanthropy in an cminent de grec. 
Went to Glaigow by Falkirk upon Saturday, in one 
ol the Stage coaches. Preached next day, July 8th, in 


* The term Church, as denoting a place of public worihip, 50 
vied here and elſewbere in this Journal, not in ſtrict propriety, but 
n conformity to common language: for the people who : .liemble, 
zud not the fabric, arc the Church Phe original terra is indeed 
a3pÞ!1c4 to any aſlembly, whether met within doors, or in the 
Wo 5 Po, het! ner met for religious worthip, or to ditculs ſccular 

iti. 
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the Relief Church, Dove- hill, frora Pfal. IXxxiv. 11. , 
Lord will give grace and glory, their own Paſtor hay 

Ing been indiſpoſed for lome time; and gave alſo a dil 
courle in the evening. Set off next morning in the Mes 
Coach for Greenock, along with Meirs Pinkerton and 
Dunn; and on Tueſday, about two in the afternoon, ſo; 
Campbelton, at which we arrived Thurſday mourn. 
ing, having been obliged to tack almoſt the whole 
way. Several of the paſlengers were very ck, of whom 
I] was one. Preached two diſcourſes that day, being their 
Communion faſt both in the town and Rehef Church, 
from Mat. iii. 2. Repent ye, or the kingdom of heaven it 
at hand. Found Nir M' Naught, my tellow miſſionary 
here, with whom I ſet out on the Friday aitzrnoon to the 
pariſh of Barr, in order to be introduced by him to ſome 
of the people, he having preached among them for eye. 
ral days. Here I found a cordial welcome, through: s 
recommendation, and parted with him next day with 
ſome degree of regret, he having been appointed to 
preach at White-houſ: „Clachan pariſh, or Kilcalmonel, 
ſirſt Lord's day, July 16th, and 1 in this pariſh. Le- 
tured from Luke ii. 8,—1 5. and picached from Rey, 


iii. 20. both diſcourſes in (Gaelic. The nuraber of people 


who attended ſeemed to be above ſeven hundred; anc 
therr apparent attention and ſeriouſneſs was not a Iitile 
encouraging. The collection was 118. cd. The com- 
munion was diſpenſed ſame day, both in Campbelton 
and Gygia, an adjacent iſle, where many from Barr pa- 
riſh attended, Returned that evening to Campbeltcn, 
and preached next day, along wich Mr Gifmour, thi 
diſcourſe delivered the preceding one at Barr in Gaeiic 
not without ſom comfortable tokeus of the Lord's pre- 


On the Friday following, delivered a diſcourſe i 
Gaelic, and another in Engliſh, at Barr, to about a thn 
ſand people, from the ſame text preached from the 
ceding Lord's day. Che coleQion was 148.96. There wes 
ew that went away at the cloſe of the Gaelic ſ{eri2n ; 
and the whole attended with great decency and apparent 
devout attention, The * and fore others, Wu ed 
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upon me in the public- houſe, after the people were dif. 
miſſad, and returned many cordial thanks for our ſer- 
vices, as they indeed nſually did on tach occaſions. 
Preached following Lord's day, 4 th Sabbath of July, 
at Killean, nigh the eaſtern extremity of ſaid pariſh, one 
diſcourſe in Gaelic and another in Engliſh, vher. the a- 
bove ſubje&, Rev. iii. 20. was fniſhed. The lecture was 
on the parable of the ſower, and, on account of the hea- 
and continued rain, there was no interval. The Col- 
lea ion amounted to a Guinea, and the number of people 
who attended were thought not to be fewer tlian fifteen 
hundred, ſome of them from a conhiderable diltance, 
chi-fy men, hy reaſon of the badneſs of the moruing. Had 
the day proved good, the number, it was thought, would 
de nigh doubled. Tae tent was erected in the church- 
yard, in the ſhelter of the ruins of an old chapel. 80 
heavy and conſtant was the rain, that it came in ſtreams 
rough the tent, ſo às to make it ſcarce poſſible to read 
the vertes that were expounded. Yet the people ſtood 
with great compoſure all the time, many of them to all 
appearance deeply affected; and, I deſire to record it to 


the praiſe of God, notwithſtanding tue inclemency of 


the day, 1 humbly hope it was a day of the Sou of man, 
The tears of many vifibly flowed, notwithſtanding their 
eftorts to conceal them, and their deep ſighis and moans 
might be eaſily heard, O what a contraſt betwixt their 
appearance, and the appearance of a people whoſe hearts 
are grown callous under the goſpe?! They ficod like 


ſtatues under the heavy rain, while deep concern ſeern- 


ed painted in every look, and every eye was fixed on 
the ſpeaker. At the cloſe numbers were overheard to 
lay, Ine Lord, pity us; we have been all our days iu 
ignorance! The very reculle&tion of theie circumſtauces 
deeply affects in tranſerthing them, and makes my bows 
es yearn afreſh towards the poor people. O may ſuch 
mpreflions prove laſting and beneficial, and Heaven wa- 
vat tae teed town ! 
Prcacker! on Tueſday, according to intiwatton given 
onthe preceding Lord's day, at Bialach-an-T ugh, where 
on? of the churches in the pariſh i» creed, The one 
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diſcourſe in Gaelic, tlie other in Engliſh, both from Fm, 
*111. 29. frſt glauſe. About eight hundred people were 
tought to be preſent, who attended all the time with 
Le moſt apparent ſerious attention. The collection 
I 15. 9d. Sermon was alſo intimated to be at Kils hin- 
ney, on the morro eight days, atthe weſtern bound 
of thi; parith of Barr, with a promitle, at the earne!} ro, 
queſt of the people, to give them another week da vr 
two, ſhould God permit, before i leſt the country, and 
timely information. Here I pr eachied in the teat be- 
longing to the parith church, which gave me tome Pain, 
when informed of the circumita ges. hey told me 
that the mnmſter, who had been laid aide trum pres cb. 
ing for a number of months trough indiſpoſition, Mad 
been ſolicited to grant the uſe of the tent on this oc: 
Lon, which he thought proper to deny, refuſtng to gin 
the key of the place where the bolts were kept. Over 
the belly of this prohibition, they took ihe tent out 0! 
the church and fiſtened it with cords, of all which I as 
ignorant till after the diſmiſſion: When 1 remgnpitiotcs 
With them about the 1mpropriety of their conduct, and 
told them, that 1 had much rather have preached over 
the back of a chair, than in a tent fo j provured ; d. 211 
Pept was, That the tent belonged neither to him nor 
the Heritors ; that { I5. of their moni, Which they 
had collected for the poor, had been laid out on two ten 
and that they had the beſt right to them. They Ale, 
that they thought their miniſter's conduR very od, 
»ppoling their getting ſermon, and ſopply to the poo 
when, in all zrobability, he w 35 a dying man, and Kue! 
thoy had wanted ſermon for many months, cx2ept wil 
mey got from Mr M*Naught and me, and a day or two 
from che reſbytery. They 1 beftides threatened to jus 
chaſe a tent with. the money lately coli-ctcd at our ger. 
mons, which, by this time, had amounted to ui Zh 124 
that they might 1:ave 2 tent for our uſe, wheu any of ut 
came again, This motion I bs, om a5 latly con- 
trading the appointment of our Syned, who orient 
all the monies en, to be given to the poor of the 
reſpective pariſhes, where we had vccation to Cine. 
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T am not without hopes, that the Lord has done good 
in this pariſh by our ated: Mr brother mit! onary 
aut 1 found a number of intelligent people here, ſome 
of them, I hope, real Chriſtians. 1 do not remember 
to have ever felt a de per concern on my own m nd, for 
the ſucceſs of the golpel, in the ſalvation of rhe poco 
people who attended, than on this day. When I beheld 
them allerabling from different quarters, I was quite 
overcome with compaſſion for them; and would glad. 
ly hope, that He who gave a heart to priy for them 
with fervency and tenderr.efs, alſo inchned his err to 
hear. I faw and felt the force of what is {-1d of gar 
Lord more than ever, Mien he ſaw the miltitude, he 
wa moved with compaſſion on them, bs, "aufe they farited, 
and were featte! ed abroad, as Sheep k iy ng fhepherd, 
while the reaſon ailgned for that compaion was fo ob- 
vious on the preſent occaſion. Though this people 
ſeemed at firſt afraid to give any countenance to Mr 
MN. who preachec. to them teveral times; yet before 
we let them, al! ranks ſhewed us the kindeſt attention, 

and expreſſed their earneſt with to tee us again, as foc 
as oofible, on the ſame bultneſs. But as 1 may weve 
vconfion to ſpeak of this pariſh again, I diſmiſs theſe 
remarks for the preſent. 

Preached at Soutizend, $th Sabbath of July, to about, 
from their appearance, five ot fix hundred people. The 
*ture Matt. xv. from the 21 verſe and downwards. 
The ſermon from Luke ii. 10. The rivers and revu- 
lets had all overfiowed their banks, through exceſiive 
rain charing the preceding night, winch continued, with. 
ou: intermiſſion, wut towards evening. This prevented 
many from attending, indeed, all that dwelt in the higher 
grounds. Inclement as the day however was, the peo- 
ple gave the cloſeſt attention. To God I owe grateful 
praiſe for preſerving my health unhurt, amidſt 10 much 
bad westher, frequent travelling and an under 
tn, mom which no tent, or temporary expedient could 
lexeen, and frequent ſhitting of bed. _ He fends, ble led 

his name, none a W arfare upon their own charge 
and «3 their day is, fo, according t hig promiſe, Shall 
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their ſtrength be, What an encouragement to un/er, 
take ſuch labours of love for his fake ! for upon thi; 
journey, I had acces to remark much of his good net 

and condeſcenſion. The collection on the above occa, 
ſion was 11. 1s. 6d. In this pariſh, as alto in Barr, M. 
MN. had preached a number ot times, both on Lord“, 
days, and week days, and in both left many warn 
friends, who ſpoke of him with great reſpect, on ac. 
count bot of the rruths which he delivered, and of hi; 
affable and diſcreet conduct among them. I own my. 
ſelf much indebted to dis having gone before me, for 
that friendly reception which! found in different place,, 
for which I cannot account upon any other principle, 
but that of the force of truth upon the human nud, 
while ſo many circumftances operated quite the con- 
trary Way. 

The following Wedneſday, the firſt Wedneſday of 
Auguſt, 1 preached, according to intimation, at Ki 
whianey, where there is burying ground and the ruin 
of au old chapel, from John wv. 6. / am the way, The 
firſt diſcourſe was in Gaelic, the other in Engliſh. The 
number of people who attended were computed to b. 
about fifteen hundred, {ome thought two thouſand, Ut 
was allowed to be the largeſt concourſe of people met“ 
hear ſermon on a week day ever known in that cou 
try. The whole gave decent attendance to the 1a 
though the day was ; th: 2wery, and many ſecmed to hes! 
with more than ordinary concern, 1 gladly hope the 
Lord was preſent to help both in ſpeaking and in bea. 
ing, and would humbly own it to his pratſe. The . 
lection, I was told, amounted to about 21. which, as 6 
other occaſions, the members of ſeſſion, who attended 
received for behoof of the poor of the pariſh. Sermon 
was intimated fame time, following Thurſday, at Drum 
lennan, Campbelton parith,—_ar Barr on the Tu-icay 
ſucceeding, and at Killean next Thurſday, in my way © 
Lochgilp-head. A third end laſt diſcourſe from che 
bove ſubject was delivered next day, 'Thuriday, i: the 
Relief Church, Campbelton, to a reſpe ctable namber d 
people, who attended, as is their manner, with nuch 
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external decorum and attention; winle the ſneaker ſound 
the truths delivered not a bttle refreſhing to his own 
mind, which was more or lels the cafe during the 
wholc million. 

Preached at Southend, as appointed, the ir? Sabbath 
of Auguſt, when the number of people who attended 
were ſuppoſed to be about a thoutand. The fame ſub. 
ies were continued both in the lecture and jcrmon. 
The people were very attentive, and ſome of thein, to 
appearance, much affected. The collection was 11. 
£5. Gd. The pariſh miniſter being from home for a 


| WL number of weeks, ſupplied his church in his abſence 

every other Lord's day. I was told that only twenty 
„ perſons attended the pariſh church this day, the perſon 
. who preached being very unacceptab ble to the peop es 


"AE was intimated to be on the follow: ing Tnetan 
lu the houſe where ] lodged, the en. ighbours e 
attended at family worſhip. On the Lord's day even. 


parents, and an{wered tolerably well. The y were in- 
deed at firſt reluctant and afraid, ha. ing, I ſupp ole, been 
Never examined by a miniſter befor ; yet upon being 
commended and exhorted, they expreiied themielves 
well pleated at the opportunity. 

On the Tacſday, diſcourſed in Gaelic from Luke ji. 
10. finiſhing the ſubject, and in Eugliſh ſrom Acts iii. 
15. The a proved very wet throughout. Between 
four and five hundred people were thought to have at- 

tended, who continued patiently all the time, notuith- 
landing the heavy rain. The collection, I think, was 
195, L married a couple this morning ior the ſecond 
une z the Gaelic language, and the marriage people 
attended public wo: thip. 

Preached at Drumlennan on the ſo lowing Thurſ. 
a. according to a former intimation. The ſubjes 

both | f the Gaelic and Engliſh di cours wes Luke x7. 

OW 7 75:5 7s jop in leaven ohe one finner that repentetbh. 
The Lord gave a door of utterauce, and, it is heped, the 
vor ſpoken did not return void. The number of reople 
Wc attended were thought to be about fifteea hundred, 


F 


ing the children wer” examined in the preſence of thetr” 
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and their en ſeemed more and more arreſten in 
the progress of the ſubject, a circumilance which in. 
duced then, and at other times, to calarge be 2yond what 
would be prudent in ordinary cafes. The collection a. 
mounted to 11. 15s. the greater part of which was if. 
tributed to needy objects on the ſpot. Mr Pinker. 
ton attended both here, and at Kilw! nnz, weitli ma- 
ny of his people, and ſhewed himſelf in - reſpcQ; 
friendly to the grand object of the mution, s did 10 


his congregation, whoſe? decency of Neat, the: a 


Iity, and public ſpixit, do honour to the denomination dt 
Chritians with whon: they ſtand more imme diat ly 
conneted. Drumlennan is within the 1 , 
Ca.nphelton, about tne diſtance oFthree miles. A 1: 
ecal-work is cxried on here, and there are alc alt. 
Pans wrought 1 in the neigh;hounr hood. Ihe people ac 
thought very rude in their manners, ſo that no exc ”y 
man dare invade their borders; whence the place | 
uſually term od the Black-guarter, In the protpect of 
preaching there, belt my mind more than ordina Thi 
concerned for a bleſf; ag on the truth, to the convic 
and converſion of ſuch inners, and fray d great Eber t; 
in praying ſor the Lord's preſence on that occafion; 
which led to indulge the fond hope, that the ſervice of 
that day would not be in vain in the Lord. The frequent 
interruptions ich a perion muſt lay his account with 
on o ſervice of this nature, and the want of opportutte 
ties of regular {udy, 1 found more than made up by 
the Di ine condeſcenſion, as circumſtances required.—1 
encouragement to others wio embark in kmilar fervices, 
A member of the Relief congregation invited his nyt 
fer and me, along with a nun ber of others, to dine v1 
nim that day . I beg leave to relate a circumflance ich 
occurred on that occahon, becauſe ir affects the mien. 
A gentleman in company, at whoſe houſe I b: 1 


pleaſure to drini; tea 2bout two years before, 1 fied, 

that he had been told in 2 large company, that ka 
- b 43 1 83 7 : 1 3 

prayed,” in Mr Pinkerton's church, on his comment 


Monday, That the Boke of Argy le, and all the Pa. 
and great people, might be turned out of their c 
an ellates, and caſt down to hell. When he called wu 
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truth of this in ener „from the opinion, he ſaid, he 
had tor med of . the reporter ad the aflurance to 
alert it as what lie had heard with his own. ears. 
appeatcd to all preſent with regard to the falſe hood ot 
ſuch an aſſertion, and wihed them to declare what th: cy 
bad neard. The gentleman deſired I would favour him 
with a line contradicting the fille cAertion ; to whom I 
gel, That I hal ſpoken openly Ts a large con- 

gregation, who could atteſt what J taid ; and would not 
fo far demean myſelf, w give the he: io one who could 
be gantry of ſuch conduct, The expreflion ſo groſs! 


miſrepreſented was, when praying for the. Superior ot 


that country, Which title is uſually given to the Duke, 
I tianked God that he lad deen diſpoſed to favour the 


religious rights of the people“, and begged that the 


great might be led to copy his example, and admoniſhi- 
el by the fate of their brethren in à neigabouring na- 
tion, who had been driven from their ſtately dwellings, 

and livetedt of their poſſeſſions, becauſe they had lord-= 
ed it over God's berita; ge; adding a r equeit, that we 

might never come to experience the like in theſe lands. 
Was there any thing blame-worthy ju tis? The ojli- 
cious per ſn alluded to above went, I s fold, to the 
Duke's Chamberlain with bis fie report, and was 
vel buſy circulating it in every compeay where he 
124 acvels, till made aſhamed of his conduct. Such 
pitiful ſycophants abou! every where, eſpecially in 
thele enable times; who, from ſelfiſn motrves, at- 
tempt to make their court to the great by falſehood, 
celu nny, and miſrepreſentation. Where there are no 
ſuch tale bearers, or no ear give n to them, ſtrife will 
ceaſe. Aud herein they act like their facher, nd do 
his works. To repel a charge fo unfounded 15 proper 


idle preſent caſe, de tpicable as ſuch conduct is in it- 
felt, 2 d ndgotent in its effects. One of the mag ſtrates 
of the plage was preſent Wilen tlie ob19x10us petition 
Ihut4 have been made, an. vas very much offended at 
2 
= 


n 2:ving zronad to a number of peop e in Southend, to build 
N place of w orſhi o in connection with the Relief Synod, tho" th: 
tate was violent!) oppoſed by the Clergy and ſome gentlemen, 
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the groſs miſrepreſentation. He took the trouble + * 
cont radict the report, and threatened he fellow, 1 tc 
he preiumed to circulate ſuch a falſehood any more, 4 CC 
would have him puniſhed. © of 

Preached for the laſt time at Southend, ſecond Sab. ſh 
bath of Auguſt, to about, was thought, twelve kun. CC 
dred people, ſome of them having come frem the if b. 
tance of ten, iourteen, and even twenty-four miles. mM 
The ſuhject of the ledure was continued, Matth. xy ta 
from ver. 28. The ſermon both in 18 and in Eng. « 
lith, from Matth. xx. 6. lait clauſe, tand ye ors ce 
ail the e day idle ? Ihe collection, I think, Amount: d t 0 
x1. 105, 64. The day proved very favour rable, and the on 
amen was remarkably attentive, and many of hem W 

ppazently much concerned, particularly in adverting 105 


to * caſes mentioned in the 30th and ziſt verſe:, an! 
the cures wrought oy Jeſus, as deſcriptive of our f{p' 
T\tn4] maladies, and chair healing by the application of 
his blood and grace. The public ſervice of the day wi; 
concluded with an exhortation to the Relief people her-, 
reſpecting their conduct towards others, and the oct 
they mould have in view in fecaring a goſpel mii 
of thetr own choice; alſo with regard to the nec flirty 
of practical rcagio:t, and attention to perſonal and 4 
meſtie devotion, It was with evident regret the pro- 
ple here bade farewel, and with earneſt withes to 
ſoon ſupplied with termon. 

This pariſh lies about ten miles from Campdbelton, 
apon the Southern extremity of Kintyre, and oppotit: 
to the Iriſh coaſt, which may be reached from it, with 
a fair wind, in avout three hours. It is pleatant!; tt 
tuated, and the people in general are in pretty ealy cit. 
cumſtances, a number of whom are irom the low con 
try. The Duke of Argyle-1s the chief proprietor, a 
ttie ſuperior of the v. hole, whoſe name and fimily art 
there much reſpected. The people feem to hav. beet 
all along dilletisfied with their preſent miniſten 
chiefly of late; nor do they ſpeak much more favou rab! 
of his pre deceſſor. It is not my buſineis to relate d 
grounds of their complaints, the bickerings he has hes 
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with his people about ſome blood-honnds which he kept, 
to the annoyance of the whole neighbourhood, and the 
co.its that Have been held at his inſtance for killing one 
of theſ2 when found in the act of worrying a farmer's 
ſheep, after repeated admonitions had been given to 
confine them; whence theſe courts came to be termed 
by the people, The dog-courts, The gentleman is not 
much indebted to fame on ſome other accounts; but he 
takes care to ſpend very little of his time among his 
people“. Once he continued, they told me, ſeven ſuc- 
celiive Sabbaths without opening his mouth in public, 
zontenting himſelf with being a humble hearer in his 
own church, while ſome one or other of his brethren 
inpplied his pulpit ; ſo that his people were naturally 
le to believe he had been ſuſpended by his preſbytery. 

brom theſe and the like things, the people were led 
to apply to his Grace for ground to build a church for 
themſelves, detached from the Eſtabliſnment, in which 
they were headed by part of the Scſſion. The appli- 
eatton obtained a favourable anſwer. The tenants are 
parily natives, and partly from the low country, the 
greater part of whom figned an agreement to become 
merabers of the propoſed church. When the miniſter, 
who had been from home while all this was going on, 
returned, he by intreaties and threats prevauied with 


* A reſpectable farmer in the pariſh told a cireumſtance which 
was tether humonrſome. The miniſter having at one time left 


on, be for ſome weeks, without any public imimation, a thing not 
lat? 1m:0men in theſe, diſtricts, and ſet off, in company with ſome 
it young, adics, for the low country. Some wapgifh ſeliows, as was 
p ſug, fixed an advertifement, in a neighbouring market town, 
ws 9 a conſpicuous place, intimating, that a ſlicpherd of ſuch a deſ- 
win ertpriom had lately ſtrayed from his flock in an 2 jacent parith, 
un⸗ „lch were now duperſed, and in danger of becoming 2 prey; that 


18 2 . A 
2 had been ſeen going iowards the low country with ſome ewes : 
nnce which time no account had been heard of him; that if any 


are pertun conld give information reſpecting hin, ſo as that he might 
vel ve brought hack to Lis feattercd flock, he ſhould receive five 
_— pw30%s Rerling,. upon applyiiy to treaſurci to the kirk ſel» 


=TY 
av ity 


© 0! laid pariſh... Be tujpected and upbraided fore of his peo- 


bin Pic as the authors of this curious advertiſement,; but they all de- 
} » 9 . . * — « 

the ned having any hand in it; and ſaid it muſt have been dove by 

nad 593m v/ his own companions, as 2 picce of muten. 
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the natives to retract, a few individuals excepted. Ho 
thought to terriſy the whole into ſubmiſſion by a ſtrong 
meaſure, He depoſed theſe members of his ſeſſion ho 
took any part in the buſineſs, and excommunicated but}, 
them and all that clave to them, ſununoning ſome © 
them to appear before the Court of Seſſion, to anſwer 1-1 
a pretended defamation of his character, without taking 
a ſingle ſtep enjoined by the laws of the church in gow 
caſes, This meaſures was followed by a viſit of th 
preſbytery at his inſtance, and they approvel of, 
conticmed the whole procedure. 

By this time, it would appear, that the e e wito 
perſiſted in applying for ground to build themtely- 
church, were repreſented to the Superior as a few tur. 
bulent fatious individuals, who were a nutiance in the 
parith, which ſuſpended the accomplithment of the pro- 
mile ſirſt given, tul they obtained, through the candour 
and kind attention of the Duke, - a fair and impart; 
hearing. In order to this, he appointed a Pan) w 
Edinburgh, who does buſineſs for him, to repair to i 
tpot, inquire into the grounds of com plaint, and, If Hol- 
Ahle, make up the difference, or reconcile the people tv 
the miniſler. Upon a candid inquiry, made in the pre- 
ſence of ſeveral n es he found and acknowledge 
that the people nad been much miſrepreſented; they ap- 
pearing to be the moſt intelligent and ref pectable in the 
pariſti. After trying in ain to effect a reconcillation, 
he bezged of them to exercile padience only for « year, 
and the incumbent ſhould be removed, when they might 
nave a miniſter of their own choice. But who will 


place him among us? faid they. The Pretbytery 0 


6 u, no doubt, rephed he. But we will not take: 


miniſter, was their aaſwer, whom that Preibytery 1:3) 


place. If he be a good man, rejoias the Gentleman, who: 
is he the Morſe of that? With one voice they exclain med, 
The Preioytery approved all the tyrannic deeds of our 
miniſter; and we are deterroiged never to hear 
him or them, cr any they appoint, 

Finding them determined, he told them to go and 2 


lt r all the heads of famulles 3 in the paritp, who v1 
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d ſor a new church, that he miglit have ſomething to 
reprelent ts his Grace. This was toc procured, and 
the number veho ſigned exceeded ninety, who withed and 
obtzined an opportumty ot drinking the Duke's health, 
before the gent! man Geparted, In four days they ob- 
tained a latter, appointing them ground for 2 church, 
mantle, and glebe, with the plan of a village, and en- 
co: agement to ſuch as ſhould build houſes of a certain 
Jimeniion there. The walls of the church were TOY 
finithed when 1 was there, and all the neceflary ma- 
terials collected and prepar ing. This is the ſccond church 
erected in the Highlands in connection wit' the Relief, 
the ſirſt having been built at Camphelton, which met 
with ſuch violent oppotition as was truly liſgracctul to 
a tree country, tough the whole Highlands of Scotland 
cannot boaſt of a more reſpeQable copgregation. 

The above accyunt 1 had from forne of the moſt in- 
telligent of the penpic, who talked in the highett trains 
of the Duke's goodneſs to them, and thei ae e 
tenſe of it, I was told that lome of the Clergy had 
been heard to ſay, That me Duke never did a worle 
turn ia his life, than to gise theſe men ground for a 
church; but he muſt be allowed to be goud a judge 
of whet becomes his rank and character as any ot them. 
The above deſerves a place here, as the cynſequence to 
Chriſlian liber „ein thele quarters may prove highly 
favourable; ſuch an example having the force of a pre- 
cedent, which few in that country wal venture opevly to 
call in queſtion. i was told a little circumflance which 48 
ecracd not unworthy of a pl; ice here, as altording a 
pecumen of the f. birit by which {ome are actuated, and 
of the ſhrewdnels with which even the common Nt On 
pe: Car retaark upon it. 

i'r MN. was ſolicited to preach on the day the ſoun- 
"os of their church was to be laid, which he did, 
hen « conliderable number of people attended, and a- 
nong the-relt, the minille t the part ih, with a gentle- 
man of his acquaintance. The miniſter was heard to 
ly to ſome about him, Are you going to hear the 
Cupenter ? 1 mean to hear him to-day;” meaning to 
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depreciate the preacher, becauſe he had ſerved an ay. 
prenticeſhip to the Carpenter buñneſs, prior to his 59. 
ing to the univerſity, as if this had imparted immer al 
qualities to the heart, or debility and degradation to 
the mind. Before he diſmiſſed the people, he exhorted 
them, that now they had detached themſelves from the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, and begun to ere& a place of wor 
ſhip of their own, to conſider well their motives, and 
to ſtudy to make it appear, that neither pique at an in, 
dividaal, nor the ſpirit of party, led to ſuch a ſtep, | 
a concern to ſecure their own Chrittian edific ation, un. 
der the ſtated miniſtry of a falchful paſtor of their own 
choice. He recommended to them to pray daily for 
fuch a paſtor, remarking, that a country ſide could not 
enjoy a greater outward bleſſing than a pious diligent 
goſpel miniſter ; and, of 8 that a careleſs, corrupt 
clergyraan was one of the greateſt ſcourges with which 
a people could be viſited, Miniſters of the goſpel 7-1 
know, adds lie, are termed angels, but when angels tu. 
ned, they becning devils, the moſt malignant and de- 
teſted of all beings 3 ; and fo miniſters, when deſtitnte of 
the ſpirit of their office, and acting contrary to its 6. 
cred obligations, are the worſt and moſt Dan mee ble 
of al intelligent creatures, The gentleman, they fad, 
was ſeen repeatedly touching the miniſter with his el. 
bow, during the time theſe obſervations were making. 
The remark of one of the peaſants, in the Gaelic, was 

— © I true the Carpenter has brought a chip cf our 
** miniſter's ſhin to-day, without his axe or his adze.' 
This anecdote was repeated with no ſmall humour, and 
indeed, what impreſſes the mind of a Highlander, he 
can repeat with accuracy. 

beg leave to relate another circumſtance which be- 
eurred in this pariſh a few years ago, and was told me 
by ſome who were eye-and ear witnefles. The preſent 
incumbents predeceſſor lived to an advanced age, and 

was blind for ſome time betgge his death. A poor men, 
deranged in his mind, went about from pariſh to part, 
whiſthng and inging, with a crowd of children utually 
after him. Paſhng by the Church, he broke fey erb 
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panes in one of the windows, with a ſtick he had in his 
hand. The miniſter hearing of this, called upon ſome 
of the people to bring the poor man before him, and 
threatened to tend him © priſoner to the county town. 
With great boldneſs he retoried, that inſtead of a few 

tatles ju the window, he deſerved that the whole Church 
ould be levelled with the ground, becauſe he had ne- 
ver preached the goſpel in it, - that he had taught the 
people, that the. own rtghteonineſs was to bring them 
to heaven, but that neither he nor they would get there 
by means of their own righteouineſs. Upon this he re- 
peated ſeveral ſcripture threatenings againſt corrupt. 
careleſs paſtors, to the aſton iſhiment of all preſent, till 
the oid man was made to tremble in his own door, and 
to ery, © Poor man, poor man, bring him bread and 
cheeſe, perhaps he is hungry; and here is a ſhilling for 
you, go your way, go your way,” The lanatic ex- 
daim'd, © Keep your meat and your money to yours 
felt, PU take neither! for the curſe of God is upon your- 
felt and upon al. that you have. The eyes of your bo- 
dy are blind, but the eyes of your ſoul have never yet 
been opened.“ This happencd, I was told, in the pre- 
fence of a number of his people, ſome of whom told m2 
the circumſtances. God can make the lips of a fool 
or }1inatic to plead his cauie, and to reprove the great- 
er madneſs of a prophet. 

This meambent had a helper, who was highly accept- 
able to the people, and who at the ſame time ofſhciated 
as Schoolmaſter and Seſſion clerk, He was diſmiſſed 
from the helperſhip, th? the whole pariſh united in ſo- 
liciting his continuavce, and , offered to pay every far- 
thing of the ſalary; and, ig an unguarded moment, he 
was prevailed upon to ſign a paper, reſigning the ſchool, 
which. had like to have coft him the uſe of his reaſon, 
ti] Providence provided a pariſh church for him in the 


low country. This diſtreſſed the parithioners not a lit- 


tle. and I was aſſured no weafon could be aſſigned for 
(miſſing the young man, but becauſe he happened to 
be acceptable to the people. This is not the only in- 
tance in which the like hath occurred; tho' it is to be 
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Aamented, that it is too feldom they have it in their power 


to diſmiſs an cvangelical preacher. The detail of theſ- 
things would be ſpared, were it not to enforce the great 
need of miſſions to theſe quarters. But it is time | 
ſhould conclude my Letter, and ſubſcribe myſelf, hear 
Sir, cordially yours, We. 


LETTER V. 


DEAR SIN, 

Conclubro my laſt with ſome account of Southend, 
Oc. That pariſh I leſt Monday, Auguſt x4th, and 

fer off from Campbelron for Barr parich in the after. 
noon, where I was to preach next day. At the deu. 
of Mr Pinkerton, I baptized a child to one of ti: 
people, in a farm houſe on the way, where a numbe; 
of people were preſent. Preached at the public houſe 
at Barr, on Tuciday, to about, as was thought, eight !:un 
dred people; a number of whom came all the way fro 
Cimpbeiton, Both the Guelic and Engliſh diſcourles 
were from Mat xii. 41. The men of Nineveb ſhall » Miſe 
in judgment with this generation, &c. Ine people cave 
their uſual atten tion, and regretted not a little that our 
labourz among t them were now fo niph a cloſe. The 
Collection was 115. 71d, I had the pleaſure this da) 
to dine, and drink tea, with two reſpectable Gentlemen 
cf confiderable landed property, and ſome rank in the 
army, with their Ladies, and two Gentlemen from the 
low country, ho had been tpending a few days with 
them in the muirs, Theſe Gentlemen, I found, pe- 
ſelled the efteem and confidence of the tenantry ; for 
while they appeared to be warm friends to their K1og 
and Country, t they had the good ſenle to think -his 
quite compatible with due attention to the juſt clains 
of the pee ple. > Vhen Gentlemen act upon ſuch gen- 
erous principles, the chief thing for which unk and 
wealth are worth coveting, they prove in civil fo-1ety, 
what the corner ſtoues are in a great edifice, the mean 
ot adiins ſtrength, beauty, and ſtability, „to the Whole. 
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One al the Gentlemen, who is a principal heritor tn this 
174 arti as took my promiſe, thet if ever in that country 
«gain, I would be ſute to call upon him. Ihe pecple 
in the P ublic houſe here were remarkably deſcrect aud 
attantive, fo often as 1 had occaton to lodge with them, 
lich dai us my grate ful acknowlkdgments, The 
La idlord's Father, who had failed long a Maſter of a 
refleL x egutarly attended wherever 15 had occation to 
preach within the bounds of this large parith, and al- 
wars heard with apparent ſeriouſneſs ar. d devotion. 
e on Thurſday at Killean, to about ſeven- 
:undred people, buth diſcourſes in Getlic, from Rev. | 
7. Behold he cometh with ien, EC. This happening 
to be the chief day of 2 pubic market in Camphclton 
1 many to attend there, who lamented their not 
having it in their power to hear Sermon. The collec- 


N tion was about 108. 6d. The audience ditcovered a 
10 deep concern and ſolemnity in their !ooks, cor reſpond- 
n. ing to the folemuity of the ſuhjec! the laſt judgment, 
1 Their minds feemed to bow to the authority of Heaven, 

c3 2nd their hearts to be flled with tolemn awe at tlie P rol. 
ife pect of the coming of their Judge. But, las! how 
oe loon are fuch imt reſſions, in general, eflaced, aud thought- 
Ur les hnvers brought to dream that theſe awtul and tub 
be me en * 3 ther importance, with the change 
ay produced in their oven fleeting ſentiments and pa lions! 
ef A few tears, lighs are groaus, are no certain evidence of 
the ral converſion, though it be defirable to {ce men ſo at- 
the tected under the word. The Parable of the Scver 
ith teaelics that many may be impreſſad by the word of 
of Gol, hear it with v. 2 dad for a time tel its impor- 
for tince, who vet draw back to perdit ion; while their 
ing promiſing goodneſs proves as a morning cloud, and aun 


eerily dew, that ſoon pallet th away. (God grant better 
frulcs nay Ellas in the 1 reſent cale .- The ſervice of 
thts day was concluded w 100 fome friendly advices and 
exhortations, to reverence the Lord's name and day, and 
0 he duly attentiee to all the duties of ſecret, Perfonel 
oton, and of domeſtic re eli; gion I, W hich ſcen ed to 
dan! dera ble unpreſhon on 211 Pr elent. I. ie Lime 
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3 
exhortations had been given upon Tueſday at the clofe 
of the Engliſh ſermon, and were now repeated in _ 
at the expreſs deſire of ſome who did not underſtan 
them in the other language. At parting with the peg. 
ple here, many of thera were much affected, whoſe. fa. 
ces I had never ſcen till lately; and, J muſt confe fs, my 
own mind felt not à lIiitle upon the occation, and breath. 
ed the moſt ardent defire for their happineſs. Many 
tears were ſhed by ſome at parting. They expreſſed 
the moſt earnef deſire to ice us again, and that our Sy. 
nod would think of their cale, againſt another year, 
A principal farnier id the pariſh, and a member of fel. 
fon, who is married to the incumbent's ſiſter, frank!; 
invited me to paſs the night in his buuſe, witch nl 
tation I accepted. He aimſelf, I was told, had lead 
me ſeveral times, but his wife not til! chat day. I had 
been previoully engaged to ſpend the night with . 
other farmer in the parith ; but the people 3 me 
to diſengage myſelt, and rather accept of this inv itat 
as ſuch attention from ſo near relations of their mini. 
iter, would tend to juſtify them for all the countenance 
they had given in regularly hearing us of late. as 
very kindly entertained, and both the landlord an“ 
wite frankly owned, that the pariſh were much oblic 
to us for our labours among them, and for the f. e 
which had been lately collected for the poor, These 
received double their uſual allowance, and would, = 
doubt, feel grateful for the occaſion of ſuch ſupply. 
Before 1 1:ft this pariſh, I called upon the miniſter's 
family, to inquire for his health; for chie recovery of 
which, if the will of God, I always prayed, and the lanc - 
tified uſe of his affliction. I ſaw not him, but was 
diſcreetly received by his wife, who is eſte::mc 
in the pariſh as a prudent worthy woman. She 1s 3 
anghter of their late Paſtor, a Mr Thomſon, who: dle 
people warmly praifed as a good man, and an acceptable 
preacher, I with I could fay the fame of the pr bent 
incumbent ! but to his own Maſter lie ſtands or . 
One thing, however, I cannot omit, which led the conn 
try people, I found, do view his preſent affliction « 
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judicial viſitation of providence. The lait day he offi- 
ciated to them, the Sabbath preceding the King's lait 
general Faſt, at the cloſe of the ſervice he read a paper, 
inviting all that were able to bear arms, to come forward 
and be inrolied for the defence of their Religion, their 


ured them, they would be expoſed to no hardſhip or 
danger, but he would ſhare it along with them , for he 
was rcd to act as Captain at their head, having been 
Chaplain of a regitaeut in the American war. All his 
theroric, however, could not procure, ſo far as I could 
learn, io much as one Volunteer. The people were 
{truck with the contraſt of his officiating a little before 


, in the name of the King of Heaven, and now acting, as 
d ſome of then expreſſed it, the part of a recruiting Ser- 
1 geant to an earthly king. That very night, if not im- 
— medliately, he was ſtruck with a palſy, which deprived 
e him of the power of one fide, whence he has. not been 
n, able to diſcharge ang part of his office fince.* Tho? I 
ce * The Author has lately heard, that the miniſter of this pariſh 
1 died laſt Spring, having never officiated in public from the period 


wentionged i, the Journal. One icuit of the miſhoa there ſeems to 
nave been, 2 more than ordiuary ſenſe of the value of a faithful 
ed roſpel miniſtry. Hence the people united in applying to the 
155 Duce, in favour of a young man who was helper to their late 
| Timfter, and was very acceptable as a preacher ; and allo in beg- 
Lug that his Grace would not jotrude vpon them another, whom 
de meant to preſent, as they could avt in conſcience ſubmit to him 
ab their a ſtor. 


ucli gonduct is ſeldom exemplified in the Highlands; for the 


er o peaplc arc, in general, as tame aud fabmiſhve on theſe occations, av 
ol the molt arbitrary Patron would have them; all ſenſe of the na- 
inc ture and importanes of an evangelical miviſtry being uvhappily ex- 
2 taguiſked, except with a few individuals It is a common but juſt 
Vas proverb, Zike brig, Hike people ; for ii miiſters are not faithful, and 
med Kquainted with the truth as in Jeſus, the people under their charge 
15 4 wil in time reſemble them, if they fad them not ſo moulded te 
che weir nand, O: the noxious root of Patrouage, practical Deiſm, or 
br Atutiſm, is ealily grafted ; and under its banetul thade, theſe find a- 
CANE dundan theiter and nouriſhment. 
ent To: 


great honour of the Noble Perſonage referred to above, 
% ls. hold zucient Family have becu long renowned for their attacks 
nt to the rights of the People, as weil as of the Crown, hc in» 
dulden ie people of Barr pariſh in the object of their choice, as he 
e alle dane other pariſhes, thongb be ;vtended to all up the vas 


” cane 


King, and their Country ; and to encourage them, lie 
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whole, and proprietor of the greater part, under v hon 
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pretend not to give any ſtatiſtical account of this ; bo 


been done by more competent hands, yet In fake t cet 40 X 
ſubjoin a few remarks, 

This pariſh is about 17 miles in length, ſtretching s. 5 
long the coaſt, from fouth to north, to within four nile; 
of ampbelton, and is in {dome places of caniide able 
breadth, It is well peopled, and contains a contierah! 
quantity of arable ground, tho? rather of a light g and 
Tome good paſturage. It has two.churches, or p © 
worſhip, fituZted upon the ſhore; but neither chen 
very centrical, The Duke of Argyle is ſupertor of tle 


the tenants fit pretty eaſy rented, as land common. y {ets 
and fem to be in good circumſtances. Much ignorance 
with their own confeſſion, prevails ez1ong them, e 
more enlightened individuals exc epted, and they teen to 
have little knowledge of the way of ſalvation, and {c arc 
an idea of any thing like practical n ike ch b 
deemed a being righteous over much. I a aid cht 
ſame holds of the people in general, not. only in Gs but 
alſo in other diſtricts of the Highlands; and, every thi; 
conſidered, this is no way ſurpriſing. They xp: ll 
their earneſt wiſhes that hey were bleed with u flat i 
goſpel miniſtry, and gave It 25 their opinion, that e 

mti{hon would be preductive of the hoppieſt els + 
mong them. The extent of this pariſh, and tHe nut 
ber of inhabitants, would furniſh abundant ur- tot 


8 of two faithiul nunifiers ; and the living 


preſeut incumbent is computed to be worth 

two hurdred ponds per annum, beſides the h 

he hath rented at a low rate from the Duxe ; = 12108 dy a 

often mewed to the 2 clergy, but it proves eg com 

ther anfriend'y, 28 uſually m 1 anaged, to the faithful di ho 
[WO 


caney WW 2 anotlcr. Hy this attention to the defire and oo upon 
of the People, he has firmly attached thouſands te the Goscrha, 
of their Country, and to the honour and interelt of his n fi 
ly 3 and fo performed an «fc atial ſervice to the Statt. 
— 


Latreus ga as do hkewifc, and they V2 Lare honcur, com 
axict adv ind ay” of t! 1 lame. 
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charge of the duties of chieir profeſſional function, more 
care and time being & P nded on the farm than ON 
ne flock. 3 

This pariſh of Barr“ I left on Friday, Auguſt 8th, in 
my way to Lochpilp-head, accompa ned by one of the 
tenants, who was kind enough toy fuvour me with his 
horſe, The morning proved very flormy with wind, 
which ſooa brought on a heavy rain, that continued, 
with little inter miſſion, till night. One ot the pariſhion- 
ers waited for me by the road, and earneſtly begged 1 
would b. ptize his child, as his wife was delivered that 
morning, and they Knew Falk when they would have {cre 
mon; and to carry the chil to a diftance was inconve- 
nient. To this 1 was rather averic, but upon mtreaty,, 
and the atteſtation of a member of ſe ion pretent, to the 
good che tucter of the parent, as alfo oft ſome n. ;vbb urs, 
| conſented. I found him, upon ecamination a ſenhkble 
int gent man; but inquiring if he worſhipped God 

-warly with his fatnily, be candidly acknow! ledged, 
he did it only on the Lord's day. Repreſent! ing the 
impropriety of ſuch conduQ, and its inconſiſtency wi th 
the relations in winch he 1 275 and the «© bligatio; 5 un- 
der which he lay, adding, that I could not confiltently 
baptize his child;--te profeſled himſcli very penitent 
ſor his paſt ſinful neglects, and. promiſed to obſerve that 
duty regularly in future, thanking me, at the ſame time, 
far dealing with him ſo plainly aud ed Upon 
tus ] was induced to adrninifter the ord inance, v hich I 
did in the preſence of a number of people. tu „pe the 
peculiar circuniſtances of this parih may juſtify this, 

Ve proceeded under a heavy rain, and were joined 
by a rcfpeQtable intelligent farmer, who wiſhed to ac- 
company me ſo far on the road. To avoid the ram, and 
in hope the afternoon might clear up, we ſpent about 
two hours in the firſt public-houſe we met, and dined 


upon ><cellent freſh herrings, that had been caught by 

a dra 2g-net below the houte. We were now in the pa- 
(z 2 

. e proper name of this pariſh is Killean ; Ad the village 

here e farmer pl. ce 91 woriuip Nomad, which was originally 
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rinof Clachan Kilcalmonill*, which is of confiderableer. 
tent, and pretty populous, joining to Barr pariſh on the 
one ſide, and ſtretching to Larbet on the ſouth eaſt. 

Wien we came in fight of the church, my attendant 
remaried, © The miniſter of this parith is a very ſtrange 
** fort of man. He never keeps a ſtated hour of mee. 
« ing with his people on Sabbath, and indeed, treats them 
«© ut: all reſpects as if they were his faves, He lives on 
* his farm, about three miles diſtant from his church, 
and comes juſt when he thinks proper. Lately, on : 
« very bad day, the people continued aſſembled till far 
* m the afrerngon, but When they were wearied with 
& fitting in their ſeats, and wandering about the church. 
« yard, looking for bim to no purpoſe, they diſye{cd, 
« Their rinifter meets ſome of them on the road. and 
« ſternly aſks them, Where are you going? They re. 
* pled, We are going home, Sir; we thought you were 
* not coming as the day is fo bad. His anſwer ux, 
Lou might have waited my time. Next Lord's 4ay 
© he repaired earlier than uſual to church, and after 
« waiting a little, he returned home. Meeting his people 
* onthe road coming, heaſked them, with an indignant ar, 
« Whereare you going? They anſwered, To church, S:: 
« Get home with you, was his reply; you tricked mw» !al 
Sunday, I'll be vpſides with you to-day.” 

On this conduct I comment not. Many other things be 
told me, which he ſaid were notour all over the country, 
and ſome of winch I have heard frora others in different 
places, but J forbear to mention diem. If they are true, 
low ſunk is the diſcipline of that church which, can te- 
rain and cheriſh ſack characters in her boſom, as nin. 
fult to God, and a fcourge to the poor people. By li 
in the evening we reached White-houſe, about fi: miles 
from Tarhet, where we wiſhed to paſs the night. Her! 
we refreſhed onriclves and horſes, but the might . 
continuing very wet, and having little more than tven- 
ty miles to travel next day, T was prevailed on to ps 
che night here, Several of the neighbours ſoon ce I 


The name of this pariſh, Xilcalmonil', ſigniſies in Gauche, th 
Cell er Gbapet of the White=doves 
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ind eirneſtly beſought me to carry with them on 2 
bath a5 they had wanted ſermon for ſeveral weeks, ow- 
ing to their miniſter's abſence. I told them it ws not 
in my power, as the people of Lochgilp-head would ex- 
pet me, in conſequence of a letter ſent them from 
Campbelton. They then begged 1 would give them a 
ſermon before I left them next day, and they would Hu- 
dy to give timely notice to the people. To thes I con- 
ſented, provided they would aſſemble about ten. The 
ext morning, however, proved ſo very wet, that no in- 
timation was made, but at their earneſt requeſt J pro- 
miſed to be with tuem, God willing, by Friday come 
eight days, and give chen - couple of teimons, not h1 
ving 4 Lord's day to dif; e of. Viat made them fo 
anxious was, Mr AM: N. hog given them a Lord's day 
ſome weeks previous to this, whoſe ſermons gave great 
auidt action, and greatly excited their deſire to h. ear The 
Kc ag ain. As he could not give them another day, he 
was pleaſed to drop ſome favourable hints ;eſpeAing me, 
which made them deſirous of an opp FL, nty of hearing 
me in paſſing. a 

The people 1 in the pu! lic on ſec \ were very civil. The 
Landlord, who was a \ Wut er, was rather apprehen- 
nee his miniſter might be offended when he came home, 
at his lodging one Miſſionaty after another in his houſe, 
nd p:rmitting them to preach, and the people to al 
Wo ble to hear them ſo near his doors. I teuſt he found 
his profit in ſo doing in more reſpeQs than one. In give 
ing a few advices to the maid in the m orning, 1 found 
he could not read, her parents having died wen ſhe 
Was young. I exhorted her to ſtudy without delay, to 
learn to read, as this would greatly aſſiſt her in acquir- 
ing the knowledge of God's will and her daty.--My 
fnend put his horſe in a park, as he was not fond of hay; 
but he -icaped ſame time daring the nige, and could 
net by found in the morning. He untiſted however, to 
ecompany me on foot to Tarbet, where we br ealfatted, 
here with great difficulty I got a horſe to hire, but it 
Wes rot eaſy to get a ſaddle, and no bridle could be got, 

lo chat 1 { was obliged to ride with a branks in his bead. 

bade farewel to the honeſt man, who was tv kind 


(7 3 


| 


323 — — 3 


. — ̃ 7˖«Uàä 2 :::)... 1 


— 
— 


3 
- 


"8 SETTER: V. 


as to accompany rae ſo far, and took a boy with me 
to take back the horſe. Upon the road J called on x 
Clergyman, the only one I heard commended in theſe 
wars. '4 but he happened to be from home, TI rode hut 
a ſhort way till one of the ſtirrups broke, and havin 
no way to mend it ſecurely, I gave the horſe to the boy 
and walked, reaping no benefit from the hire, and the 
boy's fee, but the carrying of my Saddle-bags. 

The road goes up for about fifteen miles along the 
loch, through w oods and precipices, and is not unples. 
ſant at ſuch a ſeaſon of the year. When I came v ith- 
in a feve miles of the head of the loch, I aſked at a am 
houſe, if they had heard that there was to be Sermon 
there to-morrow, and who was to preach. The woman 
of the houſe told me there was, nnd that one Davies or 
Davidſon was to preach, U von inquiring ir to the cer- 
tainty cf this, ſhe affirmed it as a thing certain, ud 
added, Are you allo of that trade? This queſtion L + 
carded as one of theſe rubs, which one iu my ſituatic 
ſhould lay his account occaſionally to meet w ith, whenc: 
took no notice of it. I found afterwards however, 
that one of that name had gone about the country, in. 
poling upon the people, and, tak ing advantage of onr mil- 
ſion, had given himſelf out to be a Relief miniſter. He 
collected ſums of money in difſorent places, till he wa 
detected by fome of the people about the Crinan canal, 
who knew lim to be a ſmith to his bufineſs, who had 
become bankrupt by defrauding his creditors. I fakt 
myſelf ac 2 loſs what to do, not chuſing to interfere witl 
another, nor to divide the day with a ſtranger, who 
might be, as he proved, au impoſtor. 1 thought to crols 
the ferry, and proceed to Gler.darnel, tho? it ſhould be 
late before I could reach it, and fend word early 1: the 
morning through the pariſh that I wis to preach here. 
I regreted much that 1 did not ſtay at Whitehouſe, 
where J might have a large audience; and had fort 
thoughts of returning thither, but wiſhed to know rt 
how the matter really ſtood. 

inquiring at ſome of the people who wrought : ab the 
canal, where a certum perſon dwelt, on whom } had 
2 dircRtion to call, one of the ovyericers came n., 
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and entered into converſation. Underſtandin; who I 
was, among other things, he remarked; The Clergy 
here Lave need of ſomething to ſtir the em up to their 
duty; for we have one here in the neighbourhood, who 
has not had the Sacrament theſe eigliteen years. Late. 
ly he applied to the heritors for elements, and they ſent 
for five pounds worch of wine, all which he made uſe 
of in his own houſe; for they have not had the Hacra- 
ment yet. Upon farther inquiry at forme others refpeo- 
ting this, T was told the miniſter ſent lis own letter, 
along v th that of the heritors, to the wice mer- 
chant, for eight pounds worth, inſtead of nve, and that 
they would pay the whole; or that the matter being 
intruſted to himſelf, he made this addition to their or- 
der, all which they paid, tho' uſed as above. On theſe 

things 1 comment not, but relate them as they were 

told, by perſons who had no intereſt. in decety ing, 

and whoſe appearance entitled thern to credit. And in- 
deed, no ſooner does a ffranger enter into any company 
in te Highlands, tan he is entertained with anecdutes 
of their Clergy, fo famous are they become, and that 


not oy among the peaſantry and cotrers, but even a- 


20ng the higher circles. 

Upon inquiry J ſound, that a letter ſent by poſt from 
Campbelton the preceding Tucſday, to intimate that I 
would be at Lochgilp-head following Sabbath, God wile 
ling, bad not reached; fo that there was no time to cir- 
culate notice, but that evening and next morning. 1 was 
told a Mr Roſs, who preached ſometimes in thete bounds, 
had given notice to the country round that he was to 
prench next Sabbatn. He ſoon called, and moved, that 
we 12ould divide the ſervices of che day betwixt us, 3 
motion I could by no means reliſh, he being an utter 
ſtranger. I alſo learned that one of the name of Da- 
vies nad gone about for ſome time harranging the peo- 
ple, giving out that he was a muſter in the Relief, ad 
thus not only collected money publicly, but impoſed on 
the oredul? ity of individuals in private. He went on in 
this manner in different places, till detected by ſome 
perſons who wrought at the caual, that knew him to be 
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a ſmith to bufineis, and to have betaken himſelf to tliis 
expedient, in conſequence of having failed in his cir. 
cumſtances, with the imputation of defrauding his cre. 
ditors. He found it to his purpoſe to avail himielf of 
the Synod's miſſion to the Highlands. The above ac. 
counts for the ſtrange expreſſion of the country-woman 
mentioned above, *« Are you alſo of that trade ? oy 


Next morning my intending colleagae called, and 


aſked, with an expreſſive air, if ] was ready, bin! Ling 
ſame time, that the day was long enough to allow each 
of us to take part of the public ſervices. This led 
to tell him in plain terms, that be might embrace other 
opportunities, if he pleaſed, but could not-preack along 
with me that day, as I was appointed to take the whole, 
and the people, I underſtood, wiſhed this ; but tha: 
he meant to preach by himſelf, J could not hinder him 
nor them from hearing him. Upon this he departed, 
apparently diflatisfied, and in a few minutes word wa: 
brought that he had taken poſſeſſion of. the tent, whic! 
the people however, ſoon obliged him to quit, to pre- 
vent any riſk of future altercation 3 though it would 
Teens, from his decent attendance during the whole of 
divine ſervice, he had no fuch intention, 
Notwithſtanding the notice of ſermon was ſo late? 
circulating, ſuch was the audience, that the collection 
amounted to 11. 15. 6d. In the Gaelic, the parable of 
the Virgins, Matth. xxv. was expounded, dividing ihe 
lecture into two parts; and the diſcourſe in Engliſh, at 
ter an interval, from ver. 10. And the deor was /Þi 
During the whole ſervice the people appeared to gt 
the greateſt attention, and not « few ſeemed deeply im- 
prefied with the truths ſpoken. I was told, that ſor: 


among them who had been reputed ſumers of the firk 


magnitude, and ſeemed to be almoſt beyond rhe reac! 
of conviction, were ſeen much affected. Heaven gra! 
thai ſuch impreſſions may not prove trantient as # 
morning cloud, and early dew | Sermon wes intimate. 
to be that day.two weeks, firt Sabbath of Septembes 
at Dale, on the bank of the Crinan canal, about out 
miles ſouth-weſt of this, and at Glendaruel firſt Lord) 
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day, and with them at Lochgilp-head on the following 
Tharſday, on my way back ro White-honſe. I was 
R much :mportuned to give them another Lord's day, or 
two ; for having been at frit appointed to give them 
only one day, they had wrote to the Committee - after 
nearing Mr MN. begging they would permit og, ap- 
point me to tarry ſo long with them. The Committee 
left it to myſelf, by thew anſwer, to give them three 
«ys, if J thought proper, or at leaf two; but aCe 
courts from home, that ray people were impatient for 
my return, prevented my continung with them ſo } long, 
though in every other reipect I had abundant en- 
coutagement. 

On Monday I ereſſed the Ferry of Otter in my way 
to Glendaruel, whither J had previouſly wrote from 
Kintyre ; but the letter had not reached, probably be- 
cauſe there was no regular poſt, Notice was circulat- 
ad, that there would be fermon on Thurſday, mid-day, 
a about two bundred people attended, almoſt the 

hole people of the pariſh, their number havi ing been 
ereatly diminiſhed of late years. The text of Scrip- 
ture reached from wes Pal, Ixxxiv. The Lord 7 
bite grace. The colle dion was 58. 4d. The people 
leemed very happy in the opportunity. and joined in 
the whole fervice with the molt ſerious apparent at- 
tention, Sermon was allo intimated on the following 
Lord's day at the fame place, about a mile from the 
periſh church. On that day, the fourt! Sabbath of 
Ave zuſt, about five hundred were thought to be pre- 
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day proved favourable upon the whole, though there 
was 3 heavy ſhower about the cloſe of the Gaelic ſer- 
vice, The collection, I thiak, was about 128. The 
edurc was from Natth. xiii. the parable of the Sower, 
and the Gaehc and Engliſh fermon from Luke xv. laſt 
& — 2 Sermon was intimated that day two weeks, and 
ne Won tie preceding Thurſlay, fame ſpot, and at Lochgilp- 
mV bead next Lord: day. The people were very attentive 
urig the whole of divine ſervice, and ſhewed theme 
lclv©; very g grateful for the opportunities thus aftorded 
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ſent, the greater part from neighbouring pariſhes, The 
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them. There was no ſermon in the pariſh church that 
day, though no em was intimated on the preced.np 
Sabbath; for the minitter ſet out for Greenock, W en. 
he had learned I was come. Some people from Roth. 
ſay, in the ile of Boot, attended, who n re. 
queitgd I would give chem a day or two betore 1 
the country. I told them, that T hed no appointmen 
to that eſſect from the Committee; but if they id 
aſſure me, that ſuch was the people's defire in gen: tal, 
] was empowered, by my general jinſtructions, to tm. 
brace the opportunity, They told me, that ever ſince 
they had heard Mr MN. the u wiſhed for a farthe 
heating, and I might expect the largeſt audience in thei; 
iland 1 probably had ſince 1 came to tbe II. hl ads. 
Upon this, F promiſed to be with them, God Willing, 
that day three weeks, and to. preach to them on the 
preceding Tharſday. Nor did. the Committe appoint 
Mr MN. to preach in this place. The day he we: 
appointed to preach at Glendaruel happening to be . 
ol their commun ion, he did not think it proper to n- 
terfere by preac hing; ; but upon the advice of ſor 6: 
the people to go over to Rothſay, where, they told him, 
his ſervices would be highly ac ceptable, he went, nd 
found a cordial welcome. This I think proper to {{atr, 
becanſe a number of people there are building a large 
and elegant church, and had not then determincd with 
what denomination of Chinftians itiey ſhould connec 
themſelves, that it may appear that our going thiiler 
a e not from any previous deſign, cr with to attach 
them to a party © 

On Tuczſday, which proved a very ſtormy day with 
rain, wind, aud thunder towards evening, I let off in my 
return to Lochgilplcad, intending to paſs the night in 
Gentieman's family in Kerry, who vpon a former 5c2- 
ſion, warmly invited me to viſit them when in the coun- 
try.  Makiag a call on a reſpectable family.1 in the wa wy 
where I meant Fer to drink tea, the Lady a * 
Je the night with them, for the Gentleman was m 


2 
2 


* The place of workin mentioned above hath been fungen 
pefted with the Efablifhed Church at a Chapel of Late, 
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tome, * eeping a neighbouring gentleman s birth day, 
and, owing to the badneſs of the night, di4 not return 
till he morning. Here the Lady called all the fervants 
together, and begged I would give them famuly- 2 
z piece of attent on not always to be met with where 

it miglit be rather expected. This reminds me of a cir. 
cum! tazce which + feed me ot. a little at the time, 
but which (hall de ret er ved to introduce ny next let- 
ter. Mcaawhile, 1 bid you, Dear Sir, adien, and reit 
cordially yours, Cc. 


* 
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DEAR SIR, | 

THE cireumnitance to wich 1 referred at the cloſe of 
my laſt, is this, "The landlord of a public houſe, win 

is allo an elder in the parith, after he and lis wife had been 
hearing me in public, he was friendly enough to int 
to paſs the night in their houſe, which 1 took the more 
kindly, that the i iniſter of the parith was his brother in- 
law. Waiting anxiouſly after ſupper for an invitation to 
give hem family-worlhip, © my grief and ſurpriſe, they 
retired, bidding me good- night. What made this ſcem 
te more ſtrange and affecting, was my having delivered 
that day, in their lies aring, two diſcourſes on the laſt 
judgment ,—conctading the ſervice with one of the moſt 
prefling exlhortations I ever gave ty the practice of the 
duties of perſonal and domeſtic religion, pointing out the 
greut guilt and danger of negloctiug them, I was told 
that both were ſcen to give the greatei attcnt on, and 
piejudices were ſo far overcome, that I receivea kind 
invitation to, and a cordial reception in their houſe ; but 
much more than all this 13 feceſfary to gain the heart 
to Chriſt and his ſer vice. 1 thought with myfelt, nat 
if 2 1 the ſerious impreſſions that feemed to have been 
mag to-day on the minds of the hencers by the tolemn 
ban ec which was under conſide ration, bee gully Mart- 
li, and unproducti e! While the thought gave pain, 
k taught to moderate my hopes from external ap- 
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pearances in time of hearing; for many fair bloſſoms in 
ſpring are blaſted long before harveſt. Not by power, 
nor by might, but by the Spirit of the Lord of holts a. 
lone can Jacob be converted 2d ſaved, Burt to return, 

When I departed next morning, the Gentleman took 
me engaged to come and ſpend a night with him before 
left the country, as he was not at nome on the precedin; 
evening. On my way to the Ferry, I called on the mini 
Fer of the parilh, having been once in company with him, 
wito received me very civilly. From a circumitance | 
{hall have afterwards occaſion to relate, I beg leave t, 
notice what paſſed at this interview. In the courſe c 
convarſation he ſaid, What does this Highland Miihion 
mean? Does it ariſe from an opinion that we Hiyhlan, 


miniſters do not do our duty? To which I repli-d, That 


ia rather a delicate queſtion, vor is the infereuce nece!. 
ſary; for in the Low country Diſſenters are to be {and 
where there are very worthy Clergymen in the Eita- 
bluhment, and in no place more ſo thai in the towr 
where J live, vg. Dundee. Qaly ome of them, ſaid be. 
Still urging the matter, I told him I had no accels u 
know whether they did their duty or not; but I would 
refer him to one of their own clergy, Dr K p, who 
gave it publicly as his opuon, that ſome of then di 
not do their duty. Upon this he was a little touch. 
ed, and ſaid, Some of us think the people are vey 
poorly of who are under Mr K —p's care. But 
adds he, Do you mean to preach in my pariſh? No, 
ſays l, I hive no appointment from our Committee, 0! 
do I intend it at preſent. How comes that, ſays he! 
Perhaps the Committe thought you an exception, and 
that your people did not need our inſtructions; and! 
would gladly hope they were not miſtaken. Wit!: tn: 
compliment he ſeemed well pleaſed, and ſaid, I mo- 
bliged to them for their good opinion, expreting 1 
with I wou!d paſs the night with him. I thanked im 
tor his kindneſs, told him it was not in my power, 3 
was expected to preach the feilgwing day at Lockgilp- 
head, whither I was now going; but would do myſelf 
che pleaſure to call at my return. The Ferry wi. 1 
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pad to croſs, lies about three miles weſt from the 


church. 
While waiting on the hoat, the peopie of the village 
tucked round, aſking if 1 was not to preach in their 
parich, and begging I would give chem an opportunity 
of hearing me before I left the country. told them 
[ had a good opinion of their m.niſter, that | perſuad- 
ed myſelf they were much better provided for than ma- 
ny arc und tllem. We 4o vot mean to complain of our 
miniſter, ſaid they; but we would like to hear you. 
Then, ſaid J, you have only to go over to the next pa- 
ril}, where I am to preach o-morrow eight days, and 
a following Lord's day. They urged the Rate of ſome 
ged frail people, who had not heard ſer mon for twelve 
> ca „being unable to travel to their own church, and 
who expreſſed an earneſt with I wald give a diſcourſe 
for their benefit, I told them plainly, that ] had been w 
company with their miniſter that morning, and had ſig- 
nified to him that I {id not mean to preach in his Pariſh; 
and therefore did not incline to grant their requeſt. O, 
ſay they, our miniſter will be very well pleaſed that you 
bie. us a ſermon ; he is not ſuch a man as to find fault 
with that, The ſequel ſhews they were much miſtaken. 
St)! urging weir requeſt, 41 I was aſhamed to perſiſt 
longer in denying it, 1 conlented to give them a 
word of ſermon at my return on Monday ; but begged 
they would not put up a tent, as I would ſpeak over 
the back of a chair, nor ſpread any notice of it fare 
ther than the village. In all this, I withed to thew my 
deference to their miniſler, and that I did not mean in the 


leaſt to 1nterfere with him. In the ſubſequent purt of this 
narrative, the reader will find the realon of this minute 


ela! |, which might otherwiſe ſecm quite unintereſting. 

Reached Lochgilp-head by the evening, nothing 
worth notice occurring by the way, except that the 
1 people in paſſing by their villages, cordially thunk- 
ed ine for my paſt ſervices; and fo. ro their | Joy at 
he pro rolpect of hearing me next day. Ihe time of 
meet ring was mid-day, as 1 5 that night to reach 


White-houſe, a time when the people at the canal could 
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not attend. The number preſent ſeemed to be bunt 
tha band red. The two diſcourics were in (Gu. ic. 
from John iii. 16. The collection was 6s. 8d. Ihe; 
attended with great decency to the laft, ſome of t en 
not a little concerned to appearance. A number of well 
drefled gentlemen, who were at an inn in the neigh. 
bourhood, on ſome public buſineſs, came and faunte! ede. 
bout at a little diitance from the tent the time of the 

firſt prayer. The principal proprietor in the place, 
was told, was one of them, and liſtened all the time un- 
covercd, though re! peatedly pulled away by the other 
gentlemen, to whom he pers at lait with apporent 
reluctance. Their geſtures, chatting, and apparen ir- 
reverence were not a little offenſive to ſome of the e- 
ple; but theſe men of faſhion ſeem to think they have 


a title to inſult their Maker, and that ſuch conduct 


ſes them ſuperior to the common herd of mavkind ; !or 
conterapt of the Divine authority, and overt ads 0! 
treaſon and rebellion agamſt Heaven, ſeem to be litt“ 
thought of by many v ho caa even idolize choc power 
on earth, that can confer titles and favours. It was 
nigh five in the evening before we difraified, and be 
tween fix end ſeven before I could part with ſome ©! 
the people. It was then too late to travel twenty 
miles that evening, befides the horſe I had hired c nd 
not be got that day. So much are thoſe who 
'horſes in the Highlands diſpoſed to take advwantag 0! 


ſtrangers, that the fArit I fent for demanded 108 . 6 of 
hire for twenty En: glith miles, 8 thoug h I was to "a abfert 


but one night, and would not abate in his demand. e. 
tolved to trav el on foot, and would have done fo, had nct 
2 man been found who conſented to give his hoe s 


- rabre r caſonable terms. 


Though I intended to ſet off by fix next morning, 
yet was it eight before I could get my horſe, nor con ule 


I make him move bur at a very moderate pace, t 0 


J had litcle time to Ipare, the tour of public wog 
Having been intimated at twelve, yet I wiſhed to cb 
upon a Chapel miniſter in my way, who lodged within 


- ſew paces of the road; having heard him muck com- 


to fre. Alking 1the was Mr 
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mended by-the people as 2 goipel preacher, the only 
one indeed reputed fo in theie bounds. - V "hen | got 
within fight of the houſe, I ſaw @ perfon before me on 
the cond; „nom I took to be the gentleman I wiſhed 
L He told Te he was. 
[ exprefled myſelf happy at ſeeing him, ſaid I 
was ſorry at not finding him lately when I called, 
intended allo to call to-day, and, if I did not find 
him, on Saturday at my re urn; as J found he ſtood 
ſo high in the eſteem of the people. Are you Mr D. 
{2:4 20! When he found 1 Was, lie ep obated 
ans chject of our miſl. on, as hoſtile to the civil and re. 
» '0us intereitz of che country; and charged our Synod, 
di rect terms, Witil 1 intending to alienate the minds of 
the p2ople from their {t: ited Paitor 3. and fo Erect Leparat: 
Congrep r71t103S among them. I aſſured him, that he 
- miltogk our object, that if any wiſhed to forin 

con Aion with us in conſequence ot this miſſion, this 
made no part of our plan, nor wouid we uſe any indi- 
tet mean to ſecure it; that our object was te preach 


the 2 2 to thoſe, who, there was rcaſon to fear, did not 


enjoy it. And that I was perſuaded, he would not chuſe 
Nor e le roperith ior icke know ledge intheeſtabliſhment, 
rather than of „tain the golpel by means of Dittenters. 


Hes allo wed t th 18 to bo 12 Able; but aged, Do Ar think 


+ goſpel is not preached among us? Lou are the beſt 
j Je, taid I, for I have no acceſs to hear your miniſters, 
but { gladly hope you are an exception, can you teal. 
lv. fay it is preactie a1 by your bretliven around you * 
ies not iny bulinels, ſaid he, to judge. Wh at! re- 
ea I, is it nat your buſineſs to jalge waethe Fe 
ear be trath or error? If you Alk ny mind, I have per 


uled a lermon lately bab thed by one of YOur CLergy ; 


and ir the flock be like the tample, ! Hav pity the 


pobr people committed to their care“! The Author 


* The NN aaded to, was a Funeral Sermon, from Pſalm 
«12. and 1+ very exceptionahie in more reſpects than one. I meent 
» we his own identical u ords, but cannot hy my hand on the 
ermon, tha; 1 Ke! f it by : He for t ne P+ IDOL le Eut the Krine of 

nin merit, to the entire deprec! ation of the grace of the: goſpel, 


a " : © RET C- 
ang tte ruin of immortal fouls, is, alas! too ede in heſe quare 
9 22 


ers. 8% much is this the czſe, that when ipeakins of t.'< death of 
. * 1 . Þ 1 . % , 
on, it has paſſed into a common ſaving, Ie is with God 4 
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exhorts his hearers to pacify an offended God by their 
tears and their repentance ! Did any ever fo appeaſe 
him? I added, and if they could, did not his own San 
die in vain ? To this he rejoined, Lam ready to fay, I.. 


every one be accurſed who brings not the doctrines of 


Chriſt and his apoſtles in his mouth to the people, | 
added, Paul ſaid fo before you, and his words ſhall t>:9, 


But, continues he, The firit of your ſort, Mr Gilleſpie, 


was perjured; for he ſwore at his ordination to be be. 
ent to the laws of the church. If he took an unlaw. 
ful oath, I obſerved, it was a crime to keep it; for hr 
could not confiſtently ſwear to ſupport the 47; 8 01 
Chriſt, and the kingdom of Satan. What! ſays he, 
ſeeming]; y? irritated, do you call the Church of Scotland 
Satan's kingdom? By no means, ſaid I, miſtake me not, 
but Satan has got too much of his Kingdom among is n 

Having heard he ſhould have ſaid to certain per- 
{ons, that we came upon no good intention, and tha 
I had preached againſt the public burdens or taxes, | 
took occ2fion to ſay, Some may perhaps inſinuate, that 
our coming among you is with a view to ſow ſedition; 
he replied, Indeed, lome ſay ſo. I with to preach, * 
I, againſt no kin, «dom but Satan's, and wherever th: 
exiſts, I think rayſelf entitled to expoſe and ne 
it, let who will be offended, or take occaſion thence 
reproach and miſrepreſent my conduct. Bidding lm 
firewel, he {aid, with ſome degree of keenneſs, You art 
now going to make proſelytes; to which I replied, Ye, 
as many as I can to the Redeemer, aud fo departed. | 
have been the more particular in relating this converis- 
tion, becauſe 1 found it was miſrepreſented before ! 
left the country, and on account of what I bade ante 
wards learned of this Gentleman's conduct, to which 1 
may advert hereatter, 

by this time it began to rain, and continued, wits 
little intermuſiion, till towards ev ening. I overtook. ſom 


he deſerved it, In that funcral termon. the decoafed was can m1 7 
d, as a man polilcfied of every thing pious and praife-worthy, th- 
few perhaps felt conviction of his ag wats but the 3 ki 


had received 2 ſubſlautial proof of it, by being preſented to 
living. 


re 
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people going to hear ſermon, who underſtood, m_ alk - 
ing them a iew things, that I was the preacher, 1 reached 
a lictle before the time fixed, and found the 1235 been 
delpairing of my coming. Becauſe I did not arrive the 
preceding evening, the ae ol the public-houſe 
jent his man to ite 5 the peop! on the at, til they 
mat with "23S per ſous who came from Barc pariſh to 
ner ſermon, and w lic o atviied them not to cn, aliur- 

g them I would be forward bi®the time fixed, if in 
aſe and health, I was we Icoined with great cordialicy, 

ally by thoſe who had come fo far, and heard me 
atedly in their own pariſh, While they were pre- 
02:ing. a place to preach in, where we might be {hel- 
tered from the rain, I took a refreſhment. After clear- 
vary, they found eit would not accommodates the 
mird of the people. At length they fixed on a cart- 
haue, as many of the people as poliible crowding under 


the roof. Mile the reit Hood in the open air, and J on 


oy 


though the rain coutinued the whole t. ue, THE PEO 
pe gave the cloſeſt attention, and ſcemed to hear with 
particular fate faction. It was 1 Nx in de ev otung 
doe we diſ mite. AH the fervants of a noble fami- 
Iu: the neighbourhoad ebe 100 > And, as 1 uitrleritood. 
aerwards, by the expreſ. injunction ci cheir maſter, 
o whom the panth miniſter is far from 1 acce; pta- 
bi. Some attended who did act underſtand elic, ex- 
pectitig the ſecond diſcourte would be * tie Lugliſl 
huguage. For their fake, the members of Seſſion pre- 


— 


a Chair in the maß, with lan Deore mes 
* 


lent, 12d ſome othe * begs R-1 would tarry next mor- 
ag, and give them 2 word ju En gd. ! obſected, as 
| | ople Were b 11. tune almott all Ape ed, an:t 
were would be no giving them timely notice, to let me 


ay oon enongh. to reach, Lochgilphc ad. They ob- 
Matt the objection, by ardertaklug to chomme notice, 
te haye. tlic people uncly Sollected. 
Jpromiſed to give à word alſo in Gaellie, iD 
my 3: cngth permit. But before bed-tinie 45 be 
| had conſcuted, finding mryſeli io hoarte, ! 
{4 gh the day 10 long, ex PC ſed to the * 0 224 
tain, unt L conld ſcarce fo articulate ut family-+ v "ſhip 
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as to be digineti heard. In the morning however, 
found myſelf quite refteſhed, through the Kiadne!s of 
Providence, and my voice reftored to its uſual ſtat 

The people did not aſſemble till about eleven V hi 
giving ſome directions about the place where 1 was i 
Rand, which happened to be rather low the day b*torc, 
and juſt as the people were all met for public wor u, 
a very curious circumſtance took place, which mac 


very ſenſible impreſſion on the whole audience; thong! 


that of ſurpriſe and aitoniſhment rather than fear. is 
chat circumſtance ſerves to ew the lordly don in 
which ſore of the Clergy excrcile over the poo! a. 


ple, who are in general more {ſubmillive to then, 
more afraid of their cenſure, than even thoſe t 
Roman Catholic religion are to their Pope, Biſhor:, « 
Prieſt, the inſerting it here needs no apology. To a 
ſurpriſe, a man ap peared at the ſKirt of the cong: 
tion, lifting up his hand, and making the fell = 
proclamation or advertiſement, in the Gaehc lang vac: 
+6 Thas is to give notice to you, the 100, of this p: n 
that if any of you bear this man to-day, you wi 
« receive neither Baptiſm, Marriage. nor Comminio 


« from Mr Aliſter,” 1.6. Alexander. This ſtrange ee. 


* He fo far executed his threats, as the Journalrſt has beer 
lately told, by a gentle man who came from that country, that 
inäſted, at his admiMors to his firſt communion after the 
that every one of his people who bad attended the ſermor.s © ＋ 
Miſſionaries, ſhould beg his par don on their bended kucc 4 
only condition upon which he would ferve them with tek 
From the Gentleman's account, one woman in particular d. . 
ſelf honour by ker ſpirited conduct. She told ham, that bene 
renent what ſhe had done in attending the ſermons of the te 
aries,— that ſhe thought it her duty, aud ardently wiſbc © 
opportunity of repeating her attcndance z—that had lic cont » 
thing which necded pardon, ſhe would aſk it of God, and net ! 
him, believing neither he, nor any of his Coat, had right e 
poſe pelance ; and that, inſtead ©! mn wg pardun for embract'? 
opportunity of Bearing the goſpc. „ When broug ht to her doors, 5 
ought to beg on her knees forgivencis of God, fur h. ving - 
heard and owned bim as her minifter; and as for his 2 
might keep it to himſelf, as ſhe was determined never 
Church privilege from him, unleſs he t 9 a very di Were rm 
——Few in theſe quarters poſſeſs this honeſt woman's herne“ 
> ſuch caſes; whence the moſt worthleſs of their Clergy my”! 
if ehey pleaſe, with the moſt deſpotic ſway, the common pot 


Garing te Call the picnitude of their power in queen, 0 th 
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claration excited, as might be expected, a general mur- 
muring. The old people ren arked, with great {impli- 

city, in their un language ; * Thacks to God our ot 
„ caſion for marriage and baptiſm is over, cle it will 
« no! be for our good and as for communion, if he 
« will not give it, tie Good One can make it up ſome 
„ other way.“ 

I aſked the man, By what authority he ſpoke theſe 
words! He rep! lied, By my maffer's authority. Who 
is your maſter, faid 1? The people all ſaid, Our mini- 
ter, Sir, our miniſter; and beyged I w ould peak to 
him in Gaelic, as he did not underſtand Eng lim well. 

Upon this, I {aid to hun in Gaelic, 1: your maſter's au 
thority above the authority of the laws of the land ? 
ſor by theſe I ſtand protected in preacung the Goſpel 
to all that are willing to hear me. Or is our maſ- 
ter's authority above the authority of the Mafter he 
profeſſes to ſerve, who commands his fervants to go 
d preach the goſpel to every creature ;5 and ſure, he 


great, in general, going themſclves little trouble about it, When, it 
dcs not affect vacant tiends, and augmentation ot ſtipend. a 
Che following crcumſtance is perhaps not unsorthy of 2 place 
here. Ar the beginning &f theſe troubtes, this Clergyman was at 
ſ-Te pains to raiſe Volunteers, and waited on the Duke, with 2 
of the number he had precured, and an offcr of his ſervice, ac- 
companicd wrh a tequeſt, that he might be hunoured with the 
rank of a Captain over them. A number of landed Gentlemen 
were preſent, conſulting about the Defence of the Country, who 
did not ſuppreſs their ſurpriſe, and their diſapprobatien of bis 
conduct. 
"he Duke gave for anſwer, as reported,“ Have not I Mr - 
' provided for you already? Do you mean d give up your charge 
* 2% a Min! iſter / ! If yoa do, I: procure « commiſſion for you in 
the army,” Replying in the negative, the Luke, or ſome Cen- 
to man pre! at, is ſaid to have rcjoined, * Go home, Fusch) your 
3:ble, avd attend to your flock; for there is not fuch a f arcity 
* of Sentiemen in Kintyre, that the Volunteers cannot be ſupphcd 
* with officers, withovt having recourſe to the Clergy. — Being 
d:!\znypointed in his object, after inveighing, as was ſuid, for ſome 
tine again the propriety of that mode of railing men, he and his 
'» ſons appeared in the ranks, Such conduct may be deemed 
ly; but hc and others would more effect nally ſerve their King 
ane Country, 2o3ing dae attention to the Jutics of their own 
place. The ag, circumſtance bad trapipired, and was frequent!y 
the 1 vic :& of converſation among different claſſes, as were alſo the 
£3.07 exploits this rc vctend Gent, han. 
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has not excluded the poor Highlander of Aryyleſ, ire 
It the peonie are to blame for heart, me, alſo de. 
ſerve blame for preachin; to them. Go, tell your i: oy. 
ter, I am ready to deiend their conduct and my 
here betore his people, or any where he is ade d to 
appoint, 0 Sir, be not angry at me, 1azd the poor man 
for 1 have onl y delivered ny me lage. 1 heard 
yeſterday with pleature, for which my maſter was 
very angry at me, and would hear you this day too 


a 


* 


but I dare ot, che I would loſe my Pace. 
Sore of the people remarked, Ihere Lord S---<d 
FAV leave yeſterday to mis Fg vants-tc hear Mr D. ud 
his Factor allo attended; it be a fault in us to hc; 
him, ſurely his Lordthip add not Jet his feryant 
Come. To 4 uver, * Le an prel: 391 they laid, Did 108 
your maiter give you leave to hear Mr D. yelterday 
Yes, replicd the ſervaiit, he withed . that couid be 
it ared to go; and ied 1 us, when we went hate, es 
e liked the mini ſter, and what was his text, and wi; 
told him, that we liked him. very well, aud tliat 
prayer for lus L p and the family; his Ho = 
faid, I am obliged to him, } would turely fee him, 
it not that 1 {ct Off car ly in the p. oruing. The collec. 
tion, I think, was 45. Fd. Fewer attended than on the 
preceding ay, owin;z to the intimation not having beet 
made before chey diſpæ ried, and probably, more tou 
miniſter having come home in he interim, who :s 5 
terror to them, and ſent his ofticer to threaten all tha: 
he met on the road, with the worlt effects of his 
pleaſures if they attended. 1 did not learn, however 
that « ſingle individual departed from the place of v 
thip, in conſequence of the above threatening meſſoe.” 
Upo? inquiry, I found that the pariſh miniiter has 
come hiome the prece ding evening, after ſome weeks ab- 
ſence, no uncommon ting with him, which gave octee 
to the above ſtrange farce. I after V urds le -arncd, that le 
tad dined with the V unter s at Lochgi\phead the U 0 
ceding day, hiraſelf and two ſous being volhunter:s ! 
his own purith, and intended to pats the 11 2 75 i. 
them, till Ne came to learn I had fort off tat morts 
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ing to preach in his pariſh, Upon this information 
he changed his mind, and ſet of full ſpeed to reach in 
time to prevent their attending, if poſſible, One of his 
people told me, that he called on him in his way home, 
to learn the truth of what he had heard, and that he 
threatened repeatedly to firike him with the butt erd 
of his whip, for having preſumed to hear Sermon, and 
to ſpeak favourably of the object of our miſſion. 
Preached that day, both in Gaelic and in Engliſh, from 
Pal. xxiii. 2. He mateth me t9 lie down in green paſtures, 
having delivered two diſcourſes the preceding day from 
the firit verſe. Felt my zeal ſoinewhat whetted by the 
above inſulting raeflage, ſo that in the laſt particular of 
the Gaelic diſcourſe, {peaking of our Lord's ſupper as 
one of the green paſtures, I took occaſion to expoſe the 
ctimmal neglect of this ordinance, and the culpable con- 
duct of the clergy of that ſhire, in never admitting any 
to it from a neighbouring pariih, be their conduct ever 
ſo une cceptionable, which made the hardſhip the great- 
er, that it was fo ſeldom adminiſtered in any. Some of 


the members of Seſſion told me at the cloſe of the ters 


vice, that it was their miniſter ho introduced that prac- 
tice; and to ſuch a length, have I been told, is it carried, 
that rangers are not allowed even to witneſs the admi- 
nitration, though there ſhould be ever ſo much vacant 
toom within doors that the miniſter of the pariſh 
where it is diſpenſed, has been often heard to cry 
from the pulpit, Put out theſe ſtrange folk, what are 
they doing here? No reaſon can be aſſigned for denying 
alrition to this ordinancz to any trom a neighbouring 
pariſh, but the ſaving time and trouble to the clergy, 
ani alio the elements; to defray which they have an am- 
Pe allowance. With them it is not the communion of 
faints ; for tho? they ace profeſſedly of one church, they 
hold no communion with one another, if we except not 
te clergy who aſſiſt each other; of whom there are ſel- 
wr fewer than half a dozen, tho? they have no week- 
day ſervices. 

The people heard this day as well as the preceding, 
Wit very ferions attention, and a number of them with 
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apparent deep concern. Few, if any of them rena 
till the cloſe of the Engliſh fervice, when I inforwes 
them of the object of our miſſion, and the intention gf 
our Synod to continue it, ſhould the Lord enable =, 
convinced how much the Highlands needed it, of bude 
what they had ſeen and heard to-day ar no 
proof. A number of the people tarricd in the p lic 
houſe for ſome time, among whom were ſev ral f the 
elders. They begged I would do them the pleaſure to 
take a glaſs with them, as they wanted to converſe with 
me a little, Some of them aſked me what they {ould 
do if their mimifter denied them church-privile ges; for, 
faid they, He will be as good as his word. I told the, 
that no law, either of Church or State, would aut! ;riſe 
him to do any inch thing,-—that the laws of the land to- 
lerated che people to hear what miniſters they pleaſed 
as opportunities offered, and that no law of the Chn-c 
of Scotland, ſo lar as I knew, made this a crime. Hut 
if he ſhould deny them, their only way was to protet 
again ſuch conduct before the Seſſion, and carry it by 
appeal to the Preſbyte: "Ys The Preſbytery, ſaid the, 
will give us no juſtice ; {or they will not find fault with 
one another, let tliem do what they pleaſe. I told them, 
chat though not of the citablithed church, yet I was ac. 
quainted with fome worry NET] in it, who would 
reprobate ec condutt ; that if they found themdelvs 
ili cſed, to write me an account of their grievances, 
atteſted by a number of reſpectable individuals, and! 
ſhouid do every thing iu my power, as alſo thofe who 
ent me, to procure diem redreſs. Indeed, Sir, ac led 
they, we have been but too ſubmiſſive to our miner; 
but we will not henceforth be o much under his p- 
as we have beet.--l ſuppoſe, you will with by thiis tine, 
my letter concluded, as the detail of fuch deſpotie Certs 
13 pleaſant neither to the writer nor reader. WW hing 
the Lord may ſupply the my people every wher® * 
theſe lands, with paſtors who ſhall care for hole FoMls, 
and, iuſtead of lording it over them, ſhall be exampicst: 
te fock, and helpers of their joy. I remain, 


Dear Sir, yours, Vc. 
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DEAR SI, 
BADZ fare wel with the honeit people of Clachar, and 
recommendd to them to read their Rute wich care 
and attention, looking up to od, by earueft prayer, for 
his bleiling upon it to their edification. My landlord 
here I found very civil 114] diſcrect, as were alſo his 1a- 

'y. He ſeemed fomewhat api prehenſive of his mini- 
ter s Uiſpleaſure, for entertaining me; yet declared hi 


$W 4p” 
reſolution to ile the conſequences, told lum that 


eeded give him no trouble, as his houſe ſhould be open 
% every body that behaved.civilly, and paid for whats 
ever he called for. 

With a few adilition?} circumſtances which occurred 
on this occaſion, I beg leave to trouble you, z< they ap- 
pear not unworthy of notice. In the public-houte we 
. had family-worlbip in all its parts. The firſt 
night I lodged here, aſter ſup; per I remarked, 1 hope 
Landiord, your houle is not like the inn at Bet hlehem, 
where C brift found no better accommodation than tie 
ible and the manger. He took the hint, and went and 
drovzhe the books, collecting the family to the rein 
where we were ſitting. It is worth remarking, that 
when 1 hinted on the Saturday morning, that if it was 
net convenient to have ail the parts of wort}ip, is the 
people were ailembling, and the houſe might be throng, 
de might call the family together, and we would have 
word of prayer, Re ſaid, We will make it convenient, 
and % drought che Bi bles, and all decently att -rded. 
mention this the 'ather, becauſe many pu blicans are 
erte ding deficient in this reſpect, choofing rather to 
hear the Tong of the drunkard, and the imprecations 
ol the blaſphemer, than the ſound of prayer and Praiſe; 
ang | oy g content to ſuhmit themiclyes and theirs to 
No:'s curſe on Ham, To be ſervants of ſervants to 
wer brethren, and that to the neglect of the ſervice 
6: 1x50, 
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I had given the maid a number of advices the fir 
time I was here, having found ſhe could not read, all 
which ſhe ſeemed to take in good part, Embracing che 
opportunity of enforcing them at this time, {he burf 
out in tears, and gave me to underſtand, that ſhe ha 
been much affected with the ſermons, and was reſolved 
to make conſcience of ſeeking God henceforth by daily 
prayer, and of uſing every mean in her power to learn 
to read. She bleſſed God that ever Mr MN. who, | 
underitood, had alſo given her his beft advice, and | 
had come that way; and expreſſed her hopes that ſhe 
would never forget what ſhe heard, and the advices we 
had given her. May the Lord ſeal them by the grace 
of his Spirit, and whatever he. may have wrought by 
fuch means! 

Three intelligent perſons, who carae all the way from 
Barr to hear ſermon on this occafion, and waited both 
days, though at the expence of keeping themfc}ves in 
the bublic-houſe, told me, they had attended at à con. 
munion in a neighbouring pariſh on the preceding Lord“ 
__ ; that they were ſtruck at the miniſter's firſt pray- 

r, fearing he might be intoxicated, as, it would appear, 
was ſometimes the caſe* „but that in the progre!: ef 
his action ſermon, u hich conſiſted of little elle tes 
ruling at his people, 2nd their neighbours, who bad 

one to hear perions that had intruded e e as 
he alleged, upon the country, the real cauſe of his tran 
behaviour came out. They aſſured me, that he 0. 
vanced the following expreſſion, which they particular 


ly remembered; We are the only miniſters aut}oriled 


« by Gern to teach you Chrittiamty; and you 
© have no right to hear any other.” The firſt part of 
this bold aftertion we allow, and the poor people teel 
to their coſt ; but the laſt we deny, though the yover- 


ty of the people has practically annulled that right. 


* This reverend gentleman tad heen ſuſpended for ſome une 
by. his Preſbytery, though not very ſtrict dilciplmariaus, on ac. 
of intemperance. I was ſorry to learn fince, that he got bis dez 


" by a fall fremt his horſe, not without ſurmiſes of this being 281% 


to 2 bmilar caulc, 
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or Davidicn, whom I have mentioned zlready 
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What fort of Chriſtianity * nis anthoriled teac! ler may 
mil” et. his people in may be :nfterred from a ſe Tet 
in a ſer mon of his already quote :4, in which he FA a 
them to pacify an offended od „by their tears and re- 

!1Tance, X 

This place [ left about ſix in the 3 5 the cvi- 
dent regret of all pretent, 5 ,articularly rhe ** pe: ple 
who hid come om fucl a diſtance, 1) beard nie ſo of. 
ten before. 1 forgot to mention, that when 1 came here 
the r.receding aL the pe ople were inquiiitive to learu 


it i had reac *hed on a neck of 14nd belong: ing to this pa- 


riſu, ca] led Colloſaid, but ſeparated from it by an atm of 
the lea. I told them I never (et en foot on that part of 
the country, at which they ſecmed weil pleaſed. The. 
reaſon of this I found was, that ſome perlon had preached 
there a ter duys before, wio was fail to have .aveighed a- 
Ain? the taxes and pullic burdens; and * ot che CErgy, 
without gi ing tiemfelves the trouble to inquire, gave 
bout that it was I; and took occalion Ora, to trudtuce 
end malign the object of the miſſion. The perſon whe 
took fuck hberty, I cxme to learn, was the man Davies, 
| v, and who 
zue himſelf out fo: a minifter in the Nelke. uc! 
ur miſes were 2 plautivle theme for the clergy to work 

1 

4 


pon, who, it would tcem, took 2. ive e bend in [DT Cate 
ng, i not in franing them, Whatever be my ſenti- 
ments of public me ſures, a however ht cle they ay 
. 


have hed my mind 01 late with pleaſiag I; pes of their 
probibic confequences ; yet 1 ſt wdiouy avoided making 
the lcaſt reference to them, iu the diſcharge of the miſe 
on with which I was entruſted. 

nad about twenty: miles to travel, and the beait on 
which T rode was rather low in his motion; but it 
prove a moſt pl-afant evening. I ſoon overtook tome 
of the pariſhioners, who thanked me with creut cordi- 
ality for wy ſervices, and exprefled th eir carneſt wiſh 
o * us 
theniclves ſorry ſor the ill uſa; ge I had ani. from 
their ininiſter, and be gged I would not trouble myſelf 
bout it, or ſuffer it te be a bar to our coraing galt a- 
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mon; em; laid they were a pocr, ignorant people, und 


ſtood in great need of the like of us to come at; i te 
thera their duty. I promiſcd to recommend chei— 
cate to the attention of the Committee, who, I hoe, 
would allow them ſome Sermon againlt ancther year, 
When I had rode about eignt miles, an honeſt con. 

try — who had a burden of graſs on his back, threu 
t ot and ran to open a gate, through which 1 was 
to paſs. Knowing or judgin; who and where 1 bs 
he at once introduced the {r bject, and began, as he w 

ed along with me out of his road, to accuſe the; Is 
: ry as ſet of ill natured, envions tuen, who could not en. 
dure any miniſter that was liked by the people. be. 


gan to defend thera, but he would hear no defence, al. 


ieping-that their conduct was quite in excuſable.— tha; 

while. they attacked the character of other miniſter+, ad 
wer fended at the people tor Hearing and commen! 
ing # em, tiiey themielves were at no duc pains to 
cure the good opinion of their pariſhioners ; because 
they bad their bving independent of them. This mar 


hag] not heard ſermon at Whitehonſe, either tha 


or the preceding. having been throng, as he ſaid, wit 
his hay; and was pe; haps afraid of diſobliping his mt: 

fter, who lodged withi in a fey paces of the ſpot where! 
met him. He was a conſtant hearer, I underitoo!, of 


the helper | met by the way on Friday, aud ſeemed to 


have in his eye the ii! uſage he got from. his bret 
around; becauſe he was acceptable to the people, a uf 
perhaps alto, the liberties he himſelf of tate took 
the character and views of the miſſionaries, fe. art: 8 
excurſion might tend to hurt his own popular: 15 iv; ; ſor] 
afterwards re Sd information, from various quarters, 
how he had been very active, in pul ue and private, tis. 
ducing us, and miſre preſenting the object of our ni.t10r 
This grieved the more, becauſe he was reputed a lover 
of the trath, and ſaid to de very obnoxious to the eich. 
bourzng clergy an that account, I may have oc: Cal 
to advert afterwards to ſome part of this Gent! mas 
public conduct, reſpe ing our miſſion. 
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The man having watked with me abort half a mile, 
ſo intent was he upon converſation, detained me & lit- 
le. The ſcene thro? which the road along Lochgilp“ 
lies, is truly romantic. It procreds fo far by the ſide 
of 2 mountain, winch 1s ſkirted with wood, end 13 in a 
15 .cty of places cut thro' the ſolid rock, which pro- 
jects it in a menacing attitude, with trees of various 
kinds wav ing on the rugged but venerable brow of chefc 
mols-elad precipices. The wood was in full verdure, 
aud diffuſed, amidſt the deſcent of dew, a very refreſh- 
ing ſragrance; while the melo: ly of bi rds from almoſt 
eve; - {pray, that ſong of pratle firſt preſented to the 
Creator on earth „delighted the liſteniag © ar. To hergh- 
ten the beauty of the ſcene, the moon thone bright in 3 

:Mefs iky, amidit the hoſt of ftars, while the adjacent 
bot n, ſmooth as a molten mir ror, reflected her full orh 
in all its glory, What a profuſion of beauty and 
benignity do the works of God preſent ! f ſo much is 
aſp laged in a world inhabited by rebels, and polluted 
with their guilt; hov? trankcencgentty glos ous muſt the 
manſions of bliſs a ppecr, where none but loyal ſuljeas 
dwell ! : 

My mind was full of the adventure of the day, and 
ncuraily led to commulerate the poor people, who were 
ſubjeRed to the deſpotic ſway of ſuch haughty, impe- 
rious gemagogues. ten did 1 praplore the Divine ba. 

edition on cheſe Joſt ſeep in the wilderneſs, and on 
the hand-full of feed Town among them, as alſo on the 
ritended ſervices of the enſuing day. My heart at times 
caalted with pleaſure, at the alarm given by the miſton 

* The name of this loch in Gaciic is probal:'y taken from its 
ſurpoicd reſemblance to a chiſel, and might be rendered in Eng» 

i, the Chiſel-lech. All that are acquainted with the Gache, or 
Celtic language know, that the names of mountains, lakes, rivers, 
Oe "ible fea, villages, &c. havc a local! wg priety, and, when a- 
nallzad, appcar quite deſcriptive of heir f. ation, form, produce 


ens, and the hike, or refer to ſome real or lorendary account re. 
ſpecting them. One fecls a piciſure in tre cing their dcrivation, 


and marking their geograparcal corred neg. Put x minute azten- 


en ro theſe things is foreign to the me jet of a jovrnal of ths 
Nati IP. 
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to a time-ſerving Clergy, who ſeemed to dread nothing 
io much as the approach of goſpel liglit to their bor. 
ders. It was my fervent requeſt, to uſe the figur: 
which then forcibly ſtruck my mind, that the Lord 
would ſet fire to the deviPs neſt in theſe quarters, 
where he has been fo long permitted to purſue is 
prey unmoleſted, and cauſe it to burn to the "ry 
lat ſtick. This nocturi al ſcene 1 fully enjoyed, while 
the gracious preſence of Deity, realized and felt, made 


every object wear a pleaſing form. The recollec 


tion of having been employed in bringing the glad 


ridings of ſalvation to precious, periſhing ſouls ; the 
hope that ſuch endeavours would not be in vain in 
the Lord; and the proſpett of addreſſing a large multi- 
tude of fellow-finners on the following day, on ſubjcQ: 
of everlaſting moment, imparted a joy which nothing 
eartMly car beftow, and made the ſpangled arch above 
appear truly glorious as the temple, or outer court of 
the Alm! ohity—the bright pavement of his feet. bn. ſuch 
eircumſtanc s, the condition of a pocr ! Miſſionary, tra- 
velling from pariſn to parich, to ſcatter the incorrapt!- 
ble ſeed of the word, though oppoſed and reproached, 
appeared much more eligible than the ſtate of the Bi- 
Mop of Canterbury, with all his princely revenues. 
This exerciſe was made happily preparatory to the 
e ſervices of the, enſuing day. The Lord, per- 
haps, thus rewarded the plainneſs and fidelity with 
which T had that day tefl ified againfi the tyranny and 
corrupt practices of too many of the Highland Clergy, 
a theme on which 1 had all along been very ſparing ai 
fest ved; for oppoſition has. its uſe, and it is vain to 
n= to ſecure the friendſhip, or ſilence of the world, 
by negle ting to reprove ſuch deeds of darkneſs as N. 
falt and offend God, and ruin precious and immo 
ſouls. The faithful preaching of the Gofpel will al- 
ways offend the enermes of the croſs of Chriſt, nor 
malt we attempt to conciliate Ther favour, by conccal- 
ing. or diſguiſing the word of life, The ſervants cf 
carthly princes are commended when they act in * 
ructer, whatever this may coſt them; uud ſhal! 
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ſervants of the King of heaven act Ike a timid en- 
voy, Who is more afr: aid of offending the court to 
which he is ſent, than that which ſends him? May 
your friend be ever kept from ſich baſe and angrate- 
fu! conduct! 

Riding at a gentle pace in this Rate of mind, the fair 
ſcene which a little before gave lo much aclivht, WAS 
ſoon reverſed, a ſtriking emblem of the geeting nature 
of all fublunary bliſs; the ſky was overcaſt with clouds, 

bright rainbow appeared in the heavens, which 
50k introduced a very heavy ſhower of rain. But I 
reached my quarters about ten, «s the ſhower began ro 
abate, without feeling much ot the, fatigue, which 
mig yak be expected from trave Uin g, with a very indit- 
ferent horle, above forty miles in two days, anc! deliver 


ing four long diſcourſes, two of ITY under uceſlant 
ran. The mght's reit Prove d refroſhin 85 and, through 
the Divine gocdneſls, I Fo | myleli in the motning in 


a comiortable frame for blue F. Par of the day. 

This day, firſt Sabbath of September, proved very 
pleaſant. A number of people who came from Glen- 
derucl, or Kilmoden purith, 1 in order to hear ſermon, 
arrived at Lochgilphead betore b:cakfaſt-trme. Theſe 
attended, both men and women, to the clofe of the e- 
vening ſervice, though they had. a terry to crots, and 
about fiſteen or fixtcea miles to travel, 5 in whole 

that day above thirty miles, beudes fix or ſeven miles 
of a ferry between croſing and recroſſing. I walked 
with great pleaſure along the bank of the Canal for a- 


bout faur miles, to the place where {-rimun was to be 


— Dale; and whither a tent had been tranſported. the 


preceding evening. I endeavoured to improve the time, 
1% far as attention to the {crvice in view would permit, 
by making remarks on the objects which occurred by 
the w ay, and ſuggeſting ſome of the great truths of re- 
ligion to che minds of my felow-travellers; This 
brought to remen:hrance the exercite of David, hen 
he attended the courts of his God, and the rexercate of 
David's fon and Lord, When he rctorted to the temple. 
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counſel together, and walked to the houſe of God in com. 
pany, Pla), lv. 14. What a pleaſant ſight, to ſee i}ofe 
who were formerly careleſs about their fouls, and 
thovghtleis of an approaching eternity, hrought the 
length of ſeeking the way to Zion, with their faces 
thitherward, and deeming the inſtruction Which points 
this out ſweeter to their taſte than honey from the 
comb ! May the Lord yet delight our eyes with many 
tuch ſights, in this day of gloomine!s and rebuke, when 
he that departeth from evil, and from the rudiments of 
the world, the cuſtoms nd traditions of men, mazeth 
himſelf a prey ! But, not to treſpaſs on your patience, 
Efubſcribe myſelf, Dear Sir, yours, Cc. 
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Dux SIR, ä 
A? vie paſſed along, and ſaw many reſorting from va. 

rious quarters to hear ſermon at Dale, we met 2 
mimber of poor people, both men and women, w/ were 
going on foat to Inverary about their ſons, whoſe names 
had been given in for the Militia, Their anxiety and 
diſtreſs of mind were viſible in their very looks. They 
lamented the loſs of ſuch an oppottumity of hearing fer- 
mon, and eſpecially the occaſion of their journey, The 


day fixed for their appearance was at hand, and they 


found it inconventent to go ſooner, and impoſſible long- 
er to delay, They much dreaded their ſons would be 
ſent abroad when raiſed, and would not believe either 
their Clergy, or Gentlemen, aſſerting the contrary ; 
having been ſo often deceived by fair promiſes when 
levies were formerly made. I perſuaded ſeveral, h. 
they had no cauſe of alarm, that there was no ſuch 
thing intended in the preſent cafe. It is an unkappy 
ſtate of ſociety, when the lower orders lofe all conf- 
dence in the word of their ſupcriors, and are ap" 0 
ſuſpect every meaſure which they recommend. The 
many levies of young men from be Highlands in l 
eur wars, few of whom return; and the uſual mode t 
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raiſing them, have made impreſſions that will not ſoot. 
or caſily be forgotten. | 

The day proving fo favourable, the concourſe of peo- 
ple, zJembled from different quarters, was conſiderable, 
eſpecially during thefſervice in the Gaelic language. To 
appearance they might amount to about two thouſand, 
The collection was I1. 5s. which was left, with the for- 
mer ſums, as in every other place, fer the uſe of the 
poor. It is not ſurpriſing to ſee the collection bear ſo 
little proportion, on ſome occaſions, ty the number of 
people aſſembled; for they are very little accuſtomed to 
give iberally at their pariih churches. I have beea told, 
that half a crown is deemed a good collection at ſome of 
theſe, —ithat ĩt often does not exceed a ſhilling, and ſome- 
tmes, in a bad winter day, may not amount to the halt, 
Many ſhewed a willingneſs to contribute to the ſupport 
of the Miſſion, aud would have given liberally were the 
preacher to receive the ſum ; but underſtanding it went 
nto the ordivary funds, they contented themſelves with 
their uſual collection. 

The Lecture, in Gaelic, was from Gen. xlvi. 1,-$, 
which, tho? not divided, leſt no time to ſubjoin a ſermon 
in that language; the people not being accuſtomed to 
meet till about noon for public worſbip. The paſſage 
ſuggeſted a variety of important inſtruction, and prac- 
deal improvement; and the people were all attention, 
and not few of them, as appeared by their looks, much 
affected. We had a ſhort interval, and T begged of the 
Highlanders to tarry, if in their power, till the cloſe of 
the Englith ſervice, as I meant to tender tome friendly 


aivices to them 1a their own language. They, however, 


u general diſperied, many of them laving come from a 
diſtance, and being accuſtomed to very ſhort ſervices. A 
reſpeſtable number, however, attended during the ſer- 
vice in Engliſh, the Overſeers at the Canal and others, 
may of whom did not underſtand the language of the 
natives. Concluded, in the Engliſh diſcourſe, the ſubjet 
begun at Lochgilphead, John iii. 16. In the whole ſer- 
Vice, he Speaker felt himſelf uncommonly animated and 


ary, and had the pleaſure to fee the audience appa- 
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rently in a correſponding frame, It is bumbly tuned, 
the Lord was preſent of a truth, to whom be all ae 
praiſe of what he was pleated to work in behalf ci. 
ther of ſpeaker or hearers. The remark of an aged 
Highland woman to another, at the cloſe of the firſt ter. 
vice, and tlie anſwer given, both which I overheard in 
paſſing by, amuſed me not a little; Re has it not writ. 
ten before him on paper. No, replies the other, as if 
touched at the queſtion, he has it written on a better 
place. 
himfelf, without the ſervile uſe of his notes, is reges ed 
as very extroardinary, And if be ſptaks what i wm. 
teretiing, ard appears to feel what he {peaks, be v1ll 
not want an attentive audience. 

In the Engliſh ſermon, the Speaker was led to caution 
the hearers againft falle or erroneons doctrines, fron: the 
interview of the preceding day, the impreſſions of which 
mill remained freth on his mind. His ſubject allo n 
cally led to this, when thewing how a true peniten be. 
lie ved iu the Son of God as the great High Prieſt of our 
proteſſion, and how faith improved Ins atonement and 
interceſſion, for the grand purpoſes of falvation ; tec, 
L tear, ſeldom touched on in theſe quarters. Tic re 
nuarked, That ie had no acceis to hear the doQrines u- 
lually infifled on in their pulpits ; but that he had letely 
read one of the m, which taught the hearer and the res- 
er to build their hopes for pardon and acceptance, ot 
on the above ſure foundation ſtone laid in Zion, but oi 
the yielding, the quick-fand, of their own tears anc re. 
pentance. Such plamneſs may be blamed by thole whe 
never ſaw tlie value of their own touls, ard of the ſfou!; 
of their fellow-creatures, and are content to deſgand {1-eP- 
ing to the grave; and will doubtleſs be blamed by Satan, 
as diſturbing th. falſe peace and ſecurity of his inbjecty 
and turning his kingdom upſide down. Let others be- 
ware how they take part with him, leſt they appear pl 
ſeſſed of congenial diſpoitions. 

The natives having, in general, previouſly dep parted, 
J found it unneceſſary to ſubjoin, as propoſed, 5ny 4. 
vices in Gaelic, Theſe advices reſpected a nuniber c. 


To hear a preacher in the Highlands deliver 
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common place oaths, imprecmions, and little prayers or 
bleſſings of themſelves and one another, which are very 
common among the Highlanders ; ſuch as-—C01 a- 
inſt yon, —the d---I take you, —an ill meeting,---a 

wmiſcrable death to you, (5-4 d--n it, -den on you 
God-Chriſt-me, or with me,—--2 popiſh mode of bleſſing 
therofelves on any ſudden emergency, which is ſtill re- 
tained, God help me, — King help me, —burni ing on 
you by my ſoul,.— by my faith. by Mary it is fo, aud 
the like. Some of theſe you will hear pronounced in 
Engliſh, even by perſons who cannot ſpeak a complete 
ſentence of that language. When J admoniſhed them 
in nrivate, ſome of them told me, that ſuch expreſſions 
were very common even with their inuniters ; and that 
they were not aware of any evil in the uſe of them. 
Whether their miniſters take ſuch liberties of ſpecch or 
not, winch I much fear in ſome caſes they do, I have 
oceafonally overheard ſome of the moſt reſpectable of 
their elders uſe them as phraſes of courſe, and indeed, 
lome of a ſtill more ſhocking nature; and the force of 
habit was ſuch, that they ſometimes eſcaped them, even 
when they wiſhed to be on their guard. 

So much does this practice prevail, an] ſo little is it 
tbaught of as an evil, that even genteel and intelligent 
people, and ſome ladies poſſeſſed of the moſt amiable quali- 
ties in other reſpects, will be heard to ſeaſon common con- 
verſation with ſome of theſe unchiriſtian phraſes; whence 
have ſound my feelings not a little hurt in the compa- 
ny of ſome ſuch, while they were far from intending it. 
] therefore thought 1t my duty to embrace every op- 
portunity, in public and in private, of admoniſhing to 
beware of ſuch unhaliowed treedoms oſ ſpecch. How 
epidemical corrupt *xamples, an fatal the pow er of ſiu- 
'ul hehits! Evil communications commupt good manners, 

U'on this occaſion, I begged of the Low Country 
people who then heard me, that they would embrace 
every opportunity of pointing cut to the na: ives the 
great impropriety of ſuch expreſſions; withal remark 
ing, hat every country 75 diſtrict had its own peculiar 
lng... ius which more eaily beſet the inhabitants, thug? 
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example, habit, or the want of being better taught, 1 
was afterwards told, that forme of the natives, who tar. 
ried to the cloſe, ſaid, He did very well, if he had het 
of the Highland folk; not chuſing to Rave their favits 
expoled to the Low Country people who were preicnt, 
a thing too natural. But th- Speaker would have ſpa. 
red them in that reſpe&, could he have had another op- 
portunity of addreſſing them in their own language. 

This day proved agreeable in all reſpects; for though 
[ walked to and from the place of worthip ; yet the pub 
lic ſervice rather refreſhcd than exhauſted. The people 
ſeemed to take pleaſure in pious converſation by the 
Way, and to feel gratefal for the aſfiſtance I gave them 
in recollecting the ſubſtance of what was delivered chro- 
the day. How pleaſant and delightful the ſervice of 
God, when he deigns to make his countenance to ſtüne 
upon us, and to cauſe his joy to prove the ſtrength of 
the ſoul ! Then the ſleep of the labourer in the vine. 
yard proves ſweet, whatever lis outward accommada- 
tions _ be. . 

e people at the Canal generall 7 bad ſermon from 
the Antiburghers, to whom a number of them had 2p, 
plied for that parpote. They were kiud enough to 
| lend their tent on this occaſion. Ihe miniſter of th» 
pariſh deferves to be commended for his prudent arid 
diſcreet conduct, with reſpect both to them and the nul. 
ſionaries. Ihe firſt day J preached in his pariſh, he 
aſked his elders, at the diſmiſſion what became of all the 
people, that there were ſo few at church. They told 
him that there was ſermon at the head of the loch, by 
a miniſter {ent from the lov? conntry, and that the Po 
ple were there, adding; that he ſhould rebuke them for 
going to hear ſtrangers, and leaving their own church. 
His reply did bim honour, “If they hear the golipe!, 
and ate benefited by it, far be it from me to rebuke aty 
for going to hear them.” Of chis I was afluired by my 
Luidlord, whe had acceis to be well informed, and was 
very intimate with tim. From him he borrow ed one 


of my publications, while 1 was on the ſpot, of wich! 


was told, he was pleaſed to ſpeak favourably. alla 
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learned, that ever ſince the miſſion had been announced 
to the Public, he had been at great [pains to approve 
himiclf to his people, who remarked, that his ſermoas 
were quite a different thing from what they were ated 
to hear, and were delivered with fceming warmth and 
affection. Wich great pleaſure J advert to this effect 
of · the miſſion, it being much more agreeable to praiſe, 
when there is ground for it than to adminiſter cenſure, 
however juſily i incurred. I am only ſorry it thould re- 
main a ſolitary inſtance, in the whole courſe of our ex- 
perience on that miſſion. But what hinders others to 
20 tte ſame part? and this will eftabl:th their intereſt and 
uſefulneſs more firmly than all the oppoſition they can 
give. The above Gentleman, continuing to act in 
character, will retain the etteem: of his people, who wall 
be ready to commend his labours of love, at the very 
time they embrace an opportunity oi hearing a ſtranger. 
The vineyard of the Lord is lange enough to aliow all 
the faithful miniſters in the world :cora. Nay, there 

is! much room to pray to tne Lord of the harvef! to 
fr nd forth lahourcers ; for the harveſt is much more plen- 
teous than the workmen. 

My M' Naughit had ſome relations in this parith, who 
hope, boſſeſs true picty. A number of perſons met at 
tated times, in a private 4welling, for the purpoſe of reli. 
gious fellowſhip. Mr M' N. had ſpent an evening or two 
with them, and had exhorted them ro be ſtedfaſt and 
mmoveable, not diſmayed at the perſecution they en- 
dured. He wiſhed me to meet with them allo, and to 
encor.r47e them to hold on in their Chriſtian courſe, as 
they had begun. A good number attended, ſome of 
them women; and the whole ſervice was conducted with 
the greateſt decer cy and propriety. The whole was in 
Gaclic. One of them prayed to excellent purpoſe,” and 
ul ſeemed actuated with the ſpirit of true devotion, At 
their defire, 1 tendered an exhc ed prayed, and con- 
cluded with praife ; and indeed found inyiclt not a little 
refteſhed on this occation. Tho" they f ind been much 
delpiſ-d and reproached for this ex:reile ; vet the Lord 
dig dat deſpiſe me, but de gucd that very night to give 
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tokens of his gracious preſence, and, I hope often on o. 


ther occaſions. What a pity that any of the profeffed 
ſervants of Chriſt ſhould join the ignorant and profane 
in oppoſing and reproaching 2 ſervice ſo rational in it. 
ſelf, and beneficial in its effets ! They were in fcorn de- 
nominated, 7 ve people of the great faith, werte (ome. 
times threatened with violence; and to ſuch a h. 1ght 
was this treatment carried, that I was aſſured by lere. 
ral, that one of the exhortattons in the evening ferman 
of the preceding communion was, To beware of the pes. 
te of the great faith, and to hold no in, tercourſe with 
them! Had they employed the time ſpent in prayer, 
praiſe, and reading the Scriptures, in carouſins in the 
public-houſe, in blatpheming, and ſinging the ſong of the 
drunkard, no cautions would be given to beware e of their 
example. It is much more dangerous and eproachfu 
to ſerve God than the devil, if the ſervice of the former 
is carried beyond the bonnds of cuſtom, and if the late 
cer is kept within what the laws of the land have made 
capital, Here the ſpiritual man is counted mad indeed, 
and he that departeth from evil maketh himſelf a prey, 
and 15 {ure to get himſelf a blot. To be more religion, 
than the. Clergy are pleated to fanction, and Heaven 
knows their ſtandard is very low, is the direct way t6 
be treated as natural brute beaſts, that zre meet to be 
taken and Ceftroved, or brow-beat, and huntcd down by 
cruel mockings. The very foibles of ſuch characters 
are magnified into real ianlts, their faults into crimes, 
and ſpr read to their reproach, and the reproach of the 
cauſe they eſpouſe; while the crimes of others are pal- 
lated, and find a rcady vail in the ivmpathetic fe Jings 
of feilow-knners, | 
Other witarces of ſimilar treatment, for the fame? 
cauſe, have occurred, within the ſphere of my -n0w- 
ledge. Tho agh all that will Lve godly every where 
muſt ſuifer perſecution ; yet little do Chriſtians in the 
Low Country know what {ome of their brethren ele- 
where mult endure for their attackment to Clrift, aud 
his word and ordigances. To them the path to Heaven 
1s in a manner {trewed with lowers, while others fee. 
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it to de narrow, rugged, and thorny, The ill ufage of 
theſc poor people led to ſome remarks in public, and, 


among others, when explaining the parable of the Vir- 


gins, That if the fooliſh ones, who aflociated with the 
wife, or formal profellors, that exterrally obſerve the 
duties of religion, and join in chem wich real Chritt:. 
ans, are, notwithſtanding, ſhut out of Chriit's glori- 
ous preſence at death, becauſe they have not the grace 
and love of God in their heart, theſe plants of para- 
diſe, what will become of thoſe who cruelly mock and 
perſecute his people for the very things which claim 
their imitation and praiſe? — Ihe Committee of Synod 
initructed their Miſſionaries, to endeavour to inſtitute 
{-llowſhip meetings for prayer wherever they had oc- 
cation to preach ; but they did not fore the obitacles 
that Jay in the way. An uncommon meaſure of grace 
is neceſſary, to embolden a nun to own and attend ſuch 
meetings; while the Clergy take it into their head to 
oppoſe them, and to brand them with the moſt odions 
epithets, as not only a being righteous over much, but 
2 being guilty of very diſorderly conduct. But it is 
ume 1 thould diſmiſs my remarks on what occurred in 
this neighbourhood. | 

Set out on Monday morning for Glendarucl, where 
ſermon had been intimated for the following Thurſda 
and Lord's day. My Landlord had been obliged to fer 
olf on buſineſs, unex pectedly, for the low country, when 
I was at Whitehouſe, ſo that I had not the pleaſure of 
thanking him for his kind attention at departing. This 
Gentleman is in the mercantile line, ana one of the Vo- 
lunteers of that pariſh. He was a keen advocate for 
the meaſures of Adminiſtration, looking upon them as 
al! itely neceſſary in preſent circumſtances ; and offer» 
ed his ſervice to Government in that hne from principle, 
| tee myſelf much obliged to him, for warmly defend- 
ing my character, in my abſence, from ſome aſperſions 
frown upon it by a gentleman in compeny, which were 
wand, upon inquiry, to have originated with the popular 
Clergyman meationed above, as ſo very hoſtile to the 
no, Theic are the weapons with which ſome fight, 
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but they are not ſpiritual but carnal), and will in the cg 
recoll on thoſe ho uſe them. My Landlord and I dre 
our firſt breath in, the fame parith. In his honfe My 

MN. and I found the moſt cordial reception. The kin; 
attention he and his wife ſhewed, claims my gratefy! 
acknowledgments, May the God of heaven abundant. 
ly reward them, and command his belt bleſſiugs on thera 
both, and their offspring ! ; 

Several perions, both men and women, attended me 
to the Ferry, about ſeven miles, and exprel! led thei: 
wiih and deſign to hear me, if in their power, on the 
enſuing Lord's day. They batle farewel with as much 
cordiality and affuction, as if they had been near rela- 
tions, or very intimate acquaintance ; ſtanding on the 
rocks till the boat was a good way from ſhore. Chr! 
tian affection deals in no cold unmeaning compliments, 
but poſſeſſes powerful attractions, which unite conge- 
mol hearts by the moſt endearing and indiſſoluble ties, 
In this place a handful of real Chriſtians, I hope, are 
found, who owned, with joy and gratitude, tha! my 
brother s vat and mine proved to them a time of re- 
freſhing from thy: preſ-nce of the Lord. 

A lutle circumſtance occurred in the boat, not per- 
haps unworthy of notice. A young woman, a ſellon- 
paſſenger, began to ridicule, to the boatmen, one or the 
men who ſtood on the ſhore “ There (tays ſhe) my 

couſin, he is now become one of the People of the great 

fait, and who ſo pious and podly as he? A few wear 
ago he was as daft amoag the laſſes as any young chid 
in all, the country. —Toucied with compat: ion for 
Berſelf, and ſome degree of reſuntment at her rail b 
laid, Young woman, have you got any faith? De 
believe there is a Hons en and a Hell beyend this life, 
where it ſhall be well with good men, and ill with the 
dei e ; and do you wiſh to jaherfit the former, ant e- 
[conc the latter? When you come to die, 1 ſuſpect you 
will: not think you have too much faith; but Nou em 
to have got very little of it at prefent, I. ſtead, itherc- 

ore, of ridiculing your couſin for turning religiou., you 
heuld tollow his ex e ard think whom vo end, 
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by 1 deabing ſo lightly of that which brought the Son of 
God from heaven, to die for guilty men. Theſe remarks 
emed to Arſke her with ſome confulon—they arreſt- 
ed the attention of all in the boat, and the ferry- men 
alented to their importance; and 2 perhaps, thence 
induced to tarry, and hear the diſcourſe delivered on 
the other fide, With what addreis can ſome toolff at re- 
livion, as if they had been inſtructed for years in the 
hoo of their infernal maſter, to whom the praiſe of 
that addreſs is doubtleſs partly due! Ye profane wit- 
lings, hear the word of che Lord, Be Je not mackers, 
15 0 your bonds te made jtrong, Ila. xxviii. 22. com- 
unicate the above circy mitance, to lerve as a ſpecimen 
0! af th xt reproach and perſecution of the tongue, to which 
a zealo us proſeſſion ot Chriſtianity expoſes even from 
relations and. acquaintance, And what may be cpected 
where no ſucli tics exiſt, to bridle the tongue, chat ans- 
ruly member, and "ſuppreſs the natural enmity of the 
hezrt to the eaſy yoke of Jeſus ? 

When we landed, I found about ſev-1ity or eighty 
perions aſſembled, a few of them from the adjacent pa- 
riſh, in expectation of ſermon. But it is time I ſhould 
conclude at preſent, leaving. the ſequel to another op- 
poreninty”, Withing we, and all that enjoy the Goſpel, 
grace to improve it; and iat thoſe who yet enjoy it 
not, may ſoon be vinted with this intereſting bleſüng, 

remain, Dear Sir, yours, with cordial regard, Oc. 
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DEA SIR, 

CONCLUDED my laſt with telling you, that T found 
ut ſeventy or eighty people aſlembled at the Fer- 
vat Otter, weitins for my return, in conſequence of 
We rremiſe given the preceding week: The number 
= d! ave been much greater, they told me, had not 
14 a, at my expreſs defire, been coulined to 
Hage, and adjacent ipots on the verge of the next 
Min. This ry ecaution, Or too Scat detcre nce ſor man, 
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the miniſter of the parith requited iu a way wort hy 
of bimſelf. 

I be people aſſembled in an old garden, and I d 
under a {inall tree, on the branches of which they ad 
ſpread an old blanket, to ſhelter from the weather, the 
das heing. chill and gloomy, Lecture d in Gaelic on = 
wool 2CXITId Pfalm. Towards the cloſe, it came © 
very heavy ratn, whence J was obliged to conclude v ih 

ery little improvement. No collection was made 
the” poor. The old people ſpoken of attended, and tec 21 
ed very thank ful for the opportunity. We had e 
Exciſe man with ris, a young man, who was intimate 
with the miniſter; but from what paſſed in converſation 
betwirt kim and ſome of the people, before we allen. 
bled, they gave me afterwards to underſtand, that he 
dame with no friendly deſign. A chair was * 
him, aud he, however, fat decently to the cloſe. If a: 
reſort to ſuch places from bad motives, may God be. q 
them away with the love of truth, of Jeſus, and ib 
fellow men in their hearts! 

To give no ground of offence to the pariſh- mini det, 
with whom I had converſed in my way the by paß 
week, as already related, I did not intimate the fermon 
on the following Thu-ſlay, and Lord's day, in the u elgh- 
bouring pariſh of Kilmodan ; which lay about nes 
miles from thera, on the other fide of the muir. Thi; 
was the fifth day J had-preached ſucceſſively, during 
which I had travelied about one hundred miles, parily 
on foot, ond under heavy rain. Through the kineneſs 
of Providence, my health was not, however, in the leaf 
hurt. The clouds poured down, without intermitlien, 
the whole afternoon ; but wands night, it became a 
terrible thunder ſtorm. Having about three miles ta 


go, to a Gentleman's houſe, where T promiſed to gg 


the night, I {ct out, after taking a refreſhment. ory 0. 
the pariſhioners accompanied me, carrying my {ade 
bags: I called ar the nunſe, according to pre wife, 
Lat ſound: not the miniſter at home. This ſervant told 
as, chat he was dining in ſuch a place, but would be 
home towards evening. 
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nad not yoo tar when I met hum, but not ſuch as 
[ leſt him. Aſking how he did, and holding ont my 
hand to him, l faw his countenance changed, and was 
accoſted in theſe words : Did you not promiſe me 
not to preach in my pariſh? and yet you have done 
« it; you have told. me a direct lig!“ Little expect- 
ing ſuch a ſalutation, I replied, I did not tell you a lie, 
dir, L only faid I had uo appointment to preacli in your 
iriſh, nor any intention at the time; but did not pro- 
miſc 1 ſhould not do it, not foreſeeing what might oc- 
cur. Beſides, I hope you conſider me as a fellow. labour- 
er. To this he rejoined, © You have told me a direct 
« lie, and I find you are not the man i took you to be.“ 
Il appeal to any two or three honeſt men in your 
pariſh, faid I; and if, on a fair ſtatement of the caſe, they 
fay told a he, PII bear the blame.—.He again repeated 
the lame charge, and added, that he Joſt his good opi- 
nion of me. juſtly offended at ſuch nngentlemauly con- 
duct, I anſwered ſomiewhat warmly, —!I only acted ac- 
-ording to my general inſtructions, which are, to preach 
wherever I may be invited, and have it in my power; ; 
and if you have-toſt your good opinion of me for that, 
; equally difregard your opinion and reſentment, The 
othe r 8 who is married to u couſin of my own, flood. 
by all the time, as if ſtruck with aſtoniſhment. His 
miniiter ſtated him broad in the face, as if to threaten 
him tor doing me the favour to accompany me on the 
rad. 

Fd hus we parted, and you can judge whether my 8 

?, 1 had no appointment to preach in his parith, « 

Ha mention at the time, made my doing it x Wo 
warde, through unforeſeen cirxcurnftances, a direct lie, 
or br-ach of promiſe, Wers I apoſed to quibble on 
words, I might plead, that I did not preach, that I only 
lectured. In converſation, I ſpoke of kim reſpectfully 
to I: people, and prayed for bim expreſsly in public; 
8 1 indeed always did for the pariſh miniſter in whoſe 
bonne 1 preached. I did not invite his people to come 


ad ant me elſewhere, though many of them actually 
K 3 | 
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why trouble myſelf to much to vindicate my cond tick on 
that occation, when I can plead the command of Chnit, 
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did it thereafrer. All ranks in his parith, I waz told, 
reſented his conduct as rude to a ſtranger. 
It eſcaped me to obtcrve in its proper place, t that the 


people allo urged, is a realon of my giving a word i in 


paſſing, that a Gentlewoman of my 7 acquaintance in 
Greenock, had ſent word with fome of the pariſbiorer; 
who had been there at the communion the prect/ing 
week, that if i did not preac! Ic in this her native parifh, 
beforc I returned, the would take it very unkindly. 8 


had acceſs to know the fituation'of the poor 1eople 


much better than I then had, and felt for them. But 


Go, preach the goſpel to ever y creature ; a proniſſe to 
diſobey which I had no right to make, nor any du carth 
to exact. To ſhew the people of this pariſh have gteat 
need of ihe means of grace, notwithf! and! ng they bart 
* fixed minüſter, I need only inform you of a few gy 
which I do without the ſmalleſt reſentment at lis cou 
duct, or the leaſt device to retaliate, 

Thoſe who beſt knew him, when I told them th. 
affair, that they might have it in their power to 
+ fair ſtatement, did they hear it miſrepreſer 16d. 5 re- 
marked; “ We willi it were not ealy to convict ng 
lies of a very different nature.“ He is a Jack 
trades. A few years ago he built « filhing-boat from 
the keel, in which he goes a ſiſhing every ſeaſon, This 
boat bus coſt his people many a ſilent Sabbath, and nigh 
colt himſelf his life, Laving varrowly efcaped on te 
Keel, when ike overſet, and fome on board peri hed, 
W bow: ſelling his herting 1 in the low country, | we 
been allured, that he has often trifled away the Low 
diy with his boat, about the ſkirts of his pariſh, che 
time of publick wortkip-1 as over. On one of tlic ſe c 
caſions, having his boat loaded with herring in Greer 10 x 
harbour, he tald Ins landlady, when he wut ont ab- 
bath morning, that he w auld vt 1n by ſuch an Sins { 

breakfait, aud to have it ready, Going down the pil, 
+ ſaw a number of other boats loaded with e ae 
article, that bud. come in throven the night, aud!“ I'S 
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the wind fair, to anticipate the market, he ſets off for 
Glaſgow, leaving the other Kippers to reſt on the Sab- 


bath, according to the commendment, This affair was” 


in every body” s mouth, and a brother clergyman of his 
own told it in a large company, #s A thing Whereot | he 
was athamed. 

Happenuy to pals by his manie, about two years be- 
fore, in company with a farmer from the next parith, 
tie day before the boat was fintthed, I found bin 
working at her in his ſhirt-fleaves. Next day a crowd 
of ch dren and adult perſons. attended, to Tee the boat 
draven about a mile to the ſhore, and to afliſt on the 
merry occaſion ; for a Piper played all the way, ard, no 
doubt, plenty of aqua vite would bs going. She wis 
named the Manſe of K--n, with the uinal ceremunies ; 
but I cannot ſay whether « conſecration prayer was ad- 
ded. This was Sturday, and jhe tramediately ſet to 
lea for Greenock, to procure tac dle, where 1 ſa him 
and ler Crew Gn the Non day ſohowing. 

Some think, and perhaps not without reaſon, that 
this bard featured miſtreſs, bas colt him more thought, 
time, ond attention, thrice told, than ever his parith has 
done) Witch 1s conſidered as a ſechndary object. He is 
at 5 2ains, I underſtood, to live on friendly terms 
wü the beit people in the pariſh, which is the mere 
ungrat ted, that the Patron gave him the prefentation, 
finding him acceptable to the people when helper to his 
predecetior ; though he, and tome other reipectable fa- 
mics in the parith, would prefer another. But ab, 
how changed from the humble dij-reer expectant He 
can, however, preach in Geehc without notes, and with 
flue ay; and that is encughi to recommend a public 
ſpeaker to molt of the H. ghilanders, Whatever doctrine 
he v orlnigs. 

n intelligent Ecntlemi a from that parich, who 
uſt: h ſpends a few Meeks there in the Summer ſea. 
bas declared. that from what he has heard him de- 

, he is certain he is a groſs Sociniun., But ] ſup- 
— cuough has been ſaid to convince you, that his 
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peo; i may be as great objects of Chriſtian compaſſion 
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did it thereafter. All ranks in his parilh, I was told, 


reſented his conduct as rude to a ſtranger. 
It eſcaped me to obſerve in its proper place, that the 


people allo urged, is a reaſon of my giving a Word in 


paſſing, that a Gentlewomaa of m 7 acquaintance in 
Greenock, had ſent word with forme of the pariſhioner;, 

who had been there at the communion the precc ling 
week, that if I did not N in this her native pariſh, 
beforc 1 returned, the would take it very unkindly. She 


had acceſs to know the ſituation of the poor ple 


much better than I then had, and felt for them. But 
why trouble myſelf fo much to vindicate my conduct on 


that occation, when I can plead the command of Chriit, 


Go, preach the goſpel to every creature ? a promiſe ty 
diſobey which I had no right to make, nor any cu earth 
to exact. To ſhzw the people of this pariſh have treat 
need of che mcans of grace, notwithſtand:ng the) Han, 
4 fixed miniſter, I need only inform you of a few things; 
which 1 do without the ſmalleſt reſentment at his cou 
duct, or the leail dere to retaliate. 

Thoſe who beſt knew him, when IT told them th; 
affair, that they might have it in their power to {| 
+ fair ſtatement, did they hear it miſrepreſ ented, 

raked; © We with it were not ealy to convict bim of of 
lie of a very different nature.“ He is 4 Jack, of - 
trades. A few years ago he built « 6lhing. boat fron 
the keel, in which he goes a fiſhing every ſeaſon. Dis 5 
boat has "coſt his people many a ſilent Sabbath, and nigh 
coit himſelf his life, Laying narrowly eſcaped o the 
keel, when ike overſet, ard ſome on board per: hed: 
W 25 ſelling his herring 1 in the lov! country, 1 ave 
been aſſured, that he has often trifled away the Lore 
day with his boat, about the ſkirts of his pariſh, Hh 
time of publick worſhip was over. On one of thele ce. 
cations, having lis boat toaded with herring in Gare: -110 ck 
harbe te, he tald tis landlady, when he w-at out _ Sad: 
bath morning, that he would be in by ſuch an hurt 
breaktan, and to have it ready. Going down the 1 80 
he faw a number of other boats loaded with tle {rune 
article, that and. come in throven the night, ud 195% 
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the wind fair, to anticipate the market, he ſets off for 
Glaſgow, leaving the other {kippers to reſt on the Sab- 
bath, ai to the commandment, This affair was” 
in every body's mouth, and a brother clergy1oan of his 
own told it in a large company, as a thing whereot he 
was athamed, | 

Ht PPE muizz ro Pa ils by his mane, about two wears be- 
fore, in company with a farmer from the next parith, 
the d: If beture the boat was fintthed, I found bun 
working at her in his ſhirt-ſleaves. Next day a crowd 
of chi dren and adult perſons. attended, to Tee the boat 
draven about a mile to the more, and to afliſt on the 
merry occaſion ; for a Piper played ail the way, ard, no 
doubt, plenty of aqua vite would be going. She was 
named the Manſe of K--n, with the utcal ceremonies ; 
bat [ cannot ſay weſiether a Cc mic cration prayer Was ad- 
ded. This was Sturday, and ihe imtuediately let to 
lea he Gremack: to Procure tac wle, where I ſaw him 
and lier crew en the Monday Moving. 

Some think, and perhaps not without reaſon, that 
this bard featured miſtreſs, bas coſt him more thought, 
ra , 2nd attention, thrice told, than ever his parih has 

lone, winch is contidered as a lecoudary object. He is 
at little pains, I underſtood, to live on friendly terms 
with the beit people in the pariſh, which is the mere 
ungrateiul, that the Patron gave him the preſentation, 
finding lm acceptable to the people when helper to his 
predecetior ; though he, and tome other reipeRable fan 
ics in the partth, would prefer another. But ah, 
how changed from the humble dijcreet expectant! He 
can, however, preach in Geehc without notes, and with 
tlueney; and that is encugh to recommend a public 
'peaker to molt of tie Highlanders, whatever doctrine 
he bringe. 

An intelligent Gentle man from that pariſh, who 
ust Ipends a few weeks there in the Summer ſea- 
„bas declared, that from what he hes Keard him de- 

he is certain he is a groſs Sccinian. But 1. ſup- 
poſ., enough has been ſaid to convince you, that his 
peo; may be as great objects of Chriſtian compaſhou 
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as others ; and that future Miſſionaries ſhould not yaſ 
over his pariſh, under the notion that his people te 
bleſſed with a Paſtor quite found and faithful, and have, 
conſequently, no need of their ſervices. * But what his 
boat is to one, his farm is to another, ard his herſe. 
couping, droving, Ec. to a third; and betwixt theſe 
ſerious avocations, the poor flock is left to the mercy of 
the foxes and the wolves, Is ſuch the character of a 
hirehing, or of a faithful ſhepherd ? | 

This and the two following z nights 1 ſpent in this 
pariſh, in two Gentlmen's houſes who had kindly in- 
vited me, and ſhewed their wonted hoſpitality, The 
Lady of one of them, in her huſband's abſence, who 
was keeping a neighbouring Gentleman's birth-day, 
called the ſervants together in the evening, to attend 
family-worſhip; a thing too little minded by all ranks, 
the Clergy not excepted. I ſpent ohe might in a farm- 
houſe here, that I might have an opportunity of ten- 
dering private exliortations. The ncighbours all at- 

tended family- worſhip at night and in the morning, and 
ſeemed to take in good part the advices given, to obicrve 
the ſame in their own private dwellings, and to fludy to 
live a life of faith on the Son of God. 

According to previous intimation, there was ſermon 
in the next pariſh of Kilmodan on Thurſday, which rain» 
ed throughout, when about a hundred people attended, 
Not above the third of that number attended the pre- 
ceding Lord's day at the pariſh church; and indeed, the 

r people have little encouragement to attend, to heat 
the ſame infipid tale they had heard perhaps ſcores of 
time: before, recited with the unmeaning monotony ot 
a ſchool- boy. There was no collection made ior the 
poor, at the cloſe of the ſervice, as uſual ; being unwille 
inz to detain them longer under the heavy fall of rein. 
The diſcourſe was from Plal. xxili. 2. He Jead-th me 
bejide the fitll waters. Some of thoſe who attended ex- 
preſſed themſelves, I was told, very happy at has ig 
embraced the opportunity, The y were allo ſaid to ha 
lamented, that any of their neighbours {hould have ar- 
ried at home, 1 the day was bad, while GO 
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it in their power to hear his word; which they were 
leaſed to ſay, would reward the travel of many miles, 
and all the inconvenience arifing from the weather 

Preathed in the fame place the following Lord's day, 
which proved favonrable, though the morning was wet 
and threatening, The lecture was on che parable of the 
Sower, and our Lord's explanation of it, begun that day 
two weeks, The ſubject ditcouried on preceding 1burk- 
day was continued, both in the Gaelic and Engliſh ſet- 
mons. The number of people aſſembled was the g greate 
eft, they 1a'dl, ſeen in chat pariſh for many years. Three- 
fourtns of them came from other pariſhes, and not 4 
few [rom a conſiderable diſtance. There was no fer- 
mon that day in the pariſh church, the miniſter having 
mought proper to go and preach for a diſtreſſed Fates 
A number of gen tec! people attended, among whom was 
the principal proprietor in the pariſh, an ofhcer of high 
rank in the army, aud another gentiemen who Came as 
long with him. It was delightiul to fee the devout at- 
tention winch they all gave, and the ſer1ous znprcſhons 
appar ont in the countenance of many. O that the fruits 
may make it appear, that the good Shepherd led them 
bet fide the tul waters 

Cannot fay what the collection amounted to, though 
it wi; thought not to bear proportion to the number of 
people e who attended; liberulity on fuch occaſtons not be- 
ing cuſtomary, and the mode of collecting at the cloſe 
of tlie ſervice, not being ſavourable at a tent. Gave 
them 2 ſhort view of the object of the miſſion, before 
pronouncing the apoſtolic benediQion, and reafon to 
20p. it would be continued in ſuture, God willing. 
Concluded the public ſervice with an exhortaticn re- 
ipect! ns family-worſhip, and other dutics, and the read- 
ing of Dr Gillies! lamentation over periſhing ſinners, 


from the preſace of Mr Love's Addreſſes to the people 


af Otahteite; which, J was told, brought tears from the 
eyes af all pr eſent.— Thus ended my Miſſionary ſervi- 
ces, thoſe in Rothſay not being in conſequence of any 
appointment from the Committee; who, I ſuppoſe, 
Were actnated by motives of delicacy in not appointing 
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Mr MN. or me to preach there; as the people were 
building a place of worſhip, and had not yet determined 
with what denomination of Chriſtians they {nould con- 
ne themſelves, Our going aroſe merely from unfore. 
feen circumſtances, — mine from what I have related a. 


hove, and my Brother's from the circumilance of Os 


communion being diſpenſed at Glendaruel the day he 
was appointed to preach there, with which he did not 
chooſe to interfere; and ſome of the people Taggeſting to 
him the propriety of going over to Rothſay, where the 
people, they ſaid, would make him rad welcome, 
. this parith your friend drew his firſt breath, and 
lpent lus early years, till his parents gave up the farm 
hey: rented, and came to Gieenock ; a circum} ance 
which he accounts the moſt favourable ; mn his checkered 
lot. In this parith his anceſtors lived in eaſy circum- 
itances from time immemorial. [11s great grandmother 
was a Woman of uncommon knowledge and piety, tho? 
me conid not read a word; the wealthien farmers in he. 
dey thinking it enough to teach their fons to read, the 
means of jaſtructlon not being common, or within their 
reach. After her huſband's death, the gave up her farm, 
ſold the ſtock upon it, and divided the prod duct equally 
among all her children, with whom the ſpent the re- 
mainder of her life in rotation. She lived till {he was 
about 98 years oE age, and retained her ſenſes to thc 
laſt. Often when a boy would ſhe wake me fit down 
and read a chapter beſide her, correcting my mill akes, 
and founding pious advices on the p- gage read. One 
was much given to prayer to the very Jail, } recollec! 
to have often ſeen the children pointing our her oratory, 
an old ſfaw-pit at the back of the lage. Thither would 
ſhe reſort, even under cloud of night, for her jecret 
devotion. One harveſt night, inſtead of returning home, 
(hs wandered, till the providentially came to the fol 
where tae cattle wer e penned, at which ſlie fat down. 
When the tarried longer than uſual, the people went in 
ſearch of her towards the river, which was within = few 
paces of the village. She ov erheard them crying her name, 
and gave a fechle cry, which directed to the ſpot. Thy 
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he lived and died much reſpected by all ranks; yet her 
picty Was regarded as a being tig hiteous over much 

Her oldeſt ſon, your friend's grandfather, from v bein 
he derived his name, lived alto to a good old age, in pol- 
ſeſſion of the ſame farm. He was*a man ot g1 cat good 
ſenſe, of uncommon ingenuity, and highly reſpeed of 
Achat knew him. He had been ſent to the low coun- 


try in his younger Fears to perfect his education; and 
pofleiled a talent for Gaelic poctry, with which be oiten 
entertained and edified his neiglibours - He was an ex hert 


angler, and ad excellent tportiman, Which made 1 
hig 1 ly acceptable to the gentlemen of the country, who 
always s made him one of their party at the river and in 

the muirs. Be ſcarce knew what it was 0 complain ot 

want of health. When holding his plow 1:: dropt down, 
yet ſoon recovered himſelf, when he ſaid, My plowing 
and ſ5wing are now over. He Went home on his own 

Leet, converſed to all about him, without any apparent 

pain or complaint, ſitting on his bed; and like an an- 

erent patriarch, only drew in his feet, and reclined 5 

head on his pillow, reſigning 115 ſpirit without a 18 

2 groan, or change of countenance. He lived reſpe ct. a 

and his death was lamented by all that krew him; tho' 

he was brought to his grave like a ſheaf of corn. r1pe to 
the barn, A ſiſter Mill {ſurvives him, who inherits the 
valuable qualities o, her mother and brother ; and poſ- 
lefles a great mvyaſire of Chriſtian knowledge, to live iu 

2 ton where the Goſpel is little known in its pub- 
he adminiſtration. The latt time I had the plenfure of 

my grandfather's company, conv erhng with lam about 

Ny intention to prot lecute the mini! try, he ihevwed much 

kind a“! ation, and cxpretied his ardeit with for the ſuc- 

cels t that deſign. I trutt you w ill not blame me tor 
paying this in nall tribute to the memo: y of the juſt, 

»peually as having the honour fo be ſo ncarly N 

On account of my relations, 1 found cvery kind at- 
tente a from the Gentlemen in that country, 10 = 

#2513 yam the miniſter endeavoured to bir them 194 a 

un me; his ciorts ſerved cn to recoil upon hiwſelt. 
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Calling on the gentleman mentioned above, why 1 
had never previouſly ſeen in the face, he invited me to 
dine, and ſpend the evening with him; and took my pro. 
miſe to ſpend another afternoon with him before 1 | 
the country. This, and the handſome manner he w 
pleaſed to ſpeuk of me, in a large and genteel comp 
as J was afterwards informed by one of the eee Sa 
preſent, claims my grateful acknow ledgements. Ano. 
ther gentleman in this pariſn, reſpeQable for rank and 
connections, kindly entertained me in his houſe, ſlowed 
his reſpect to me as a miniſter of che goſpel, by «king 
me to perform domeſtic worſhip, and regretted that 
his age and inſirmities would not permit his hearing we 
on the. Lord's day, I] am much indebted to him for 
counteracting ſome of the inſidious attempts of a certain 
character m the en to hurt me in the eſteem of the 
principal heritor; and alſo for the kind attent io he 
ſhewed, by ſending repeatedly freſh trout to the honle 
where | lodged, While I communicate theſe things, 
1 ought to be chiefly grateful to God, who hath th 
hearts of all in his hand, and inclines them to 
Kindneſs to his ſervants, tho" not always from gien 
motives, 

This pariſh was the place of Mr MLaurin's nativity, 
who has been ſometime minitter in Glaſgow, ade is!“ 
noted as a pious and maſterly writer. Here his father 
was miniſter ; and here he, and a brother, who became 
ſo famous in another branch of ſcience, were born, It 
derives its name from its fituation, reſembling.a hen 
pleaſintly ſituated between two hills, with a river chet 
abounds with trout and ſalmon, runniag thro? the id, 
till its ſtream min gles with the ſalt-water at Loch-red- 
den. The proſpect is diverſified and beautified with 
woods, and the fineſt arable ground along the banks of 
the river; while the adjacent hills afford moſt excellent 
paſturage for cattle. The minifter has a moſt delightful 
fituation, and'a very liberal benefice. IIis predecellor 


was at vaſt pains, and ſome expence too, to get a large 
and elegant manſe built, with offices, and to fence 3 
neighbunring farm, which he took into bis own hard, 
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to the great prejudice of the different families who for- 
merly rented it. I have heard the people remark, that 
he took his death trouble the very night he firſt lay in 
his new manſe. They, however, ſtill lament his death, 
when they contraſt his abilities as a public ſpeaker with 
thoſe of his ſuccefior. ' X 

The means by which the preſent incumbent acquired 
the preſentation, are worthy of notice, as a proct, how 
little influence real merit has in ſuch caſ's. He had 
been a tutor in a principal family in this pariſh. The 
tigit of preſenting is in the Crown. Ihe lady, on 
whom the management devolved in her huthand's debi- 
litated Rate, and ſon's minority, ſent cards of invitation 
to the heritors of the pariſh. Meeting at the manſion 
to their mutual (urpriſe, after partaking of an elegant 
entertainment, and 2 hearty glztz, the lady made her ap- 
pearance, and thanked the company with greet come 
plailanee for their attendance. Thinking the obligation 
whelly on their fide, ' they cordially thanked her lady- 
ſhip for her kindneſs; and expreſſed a wiſh to have it in 
their power to make a ſuitahle return. Taking them 
at their word, which was what ſhe wanted, ſhe ſaid, 
You have it in your power to oblige me, by Joining in a 
petition to the Crown for a preſentation to yorr pariſh, 
nich is nove vacant, in favour of a worthy young man, 
who has been lately in my family, and is now helper in 
your neighbouring parith. This propoſal they little 
expected, but could not decently retract. Thy preſen- 
tation was procured, her Jadyſhip gave him a gown, 2 
ting then uncommon in thele quarters, and a new and 
elegu church was erected. But he had ſcarce entered 
o his office, when he diſcovered ſome vacant tiends, the 
greatat part of which would come upon his own pupil. 
Diſregarding the ties of gratitude, he threatened to pro- 
ene the heritors for an augmentation before the 
Court of Seffion. Rather than riſk a deciſion, which 
Ley luſpecte would be in his fevont, they compromiſed 
the demand, by allowing him additional twenty bolls of 
bale, annually. This produced lome drynels ; but 
Bey ze juſtly requited, and ſhall be better hereafter, 
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who can thus trafic with the eternal concerns of hre. wit! 
cious fouls, | hes 
This pariih contained about a thouſand inhabitants ſorne 
when your co-=reſpondent attended ſchool in it, but is heln 
now reduced to ahout a fifth part. This reduction is too in tt 
general in the Highlands, and 1s owing to the plan com. firm: 
monly adopted by the heitere, of throwiag whole farm: the c 
under cattle, and of giving to individuals as muck lard and 
8 as formerly ſerved to ſupport ſeveral families. The ridic 
effects of this management are felt in more reſpects an ſer, 
| one. There are ſcarce to many poor and dependant u; muc! 
| can fupply the country with ſervants, ſo that they are mong 
| obliged to give higher wages than in the low country, conta 
If the ſtrength of a king, or of a Rate, as Solomon te!!; i} x 
us, conſiſts in the number and induſtry of his people; ſelves 
| then, of courſe, every ſyſtem that tends to diminith the tion. 
| inhabitants of a country, or to force them to quit their and c 
native ſoil in queſt of ſubſiſtence, is politically bad, and vorr. 
will be felt to be fo, when its effects cannot perle ps be and te 
» remedied. | datior 
Yau will not be ſurpriſed when I tell you, that } ders 1 
| never come in fight of this pariſh, where ſo many of my odiou: 
| '_ relations ſtill are, without having my ſenſibility awake gnin(} 
|| ed, at thc reco!le@ton of the innocent ſcenes of U eight 
a emulement, and of the partners in them, many of how he rol 
have gone long ſince to the world of {pirits. con- it z 
cern for the future happineſs of near kindred, ho diſlune 
| be conſt » red as ſo many ſheep fecattered abroad, having any ſu 
j noc ſhepherd, naturally begets commiſeration, aud 1. Uke o 
ſpires a deſire to do them fore fervice, if poſſib“ were ; 
: On rhe Monday before] left tris pariſh, an intel. head w. 
gent pious perſon was ſent by a number of p tum and pr. 
8 à neighbouring pariſh, carneſtly ſoliciting me to 207! have t 
and give them a day's ſermon, and expreſſing their 76 Ir x 
et that they did not get timely notice where ]-was to ſome, 
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preach the preceding Lord's da. With regret | 0 
him, it was not in my power ty grant their reque 0207 


previouſly engaged to. preach at Rothfay on. the fallow pl; 
ing Thurſday and Lord's day, and to return chende e ſingin; 
Alx love country. Inquiring che Rate of their prtlly teetiny 
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with reſpe& to religion, he told me, there were a nume 
ber f fertous perſons in it, who had been excited to 
ſorne concern about their fouls under the miniſtry of @ 
helper, a Mr Forbes, who had been for ſome little time 
in the pariſh. He allo added, that this concern was con- 
firmed and promoted, by their going out to attend at 
the conimunions in the Gaelic chapel, both in Greenock 
and in Glaſgow 3 a meaſure that expoſed them to much 
ridicule, and, as he hinted, to the frowns of their mini- 
iter, This helper was not long kept; forme being as 
much afraid of the diffuſion of a religious concern a- 
mong the people, as they would be of the ſpread of a 
contagious diſtemper. 

| warmly recommended, that they ſhould form chetu- 
ide into felowſhip.meetings, for their mutual ediſica- 
tion. He told me, that they had already propoſed this, 
and conſulted their miniſter upon it, wiſhing him to fa- 


vonr them with his company and advice occaſionally, 


end ro grant them the ſchool- houſe for their accommo- 
dation. His reply, he ſaid, was, That none but Sece- 
ders went into ſuch practice „chat it would make them 
odious in the pariſh, and open very Lody's mouth a- 
gainit them. When much urged, ke ſaid he would take 
eight days to conſider the matter; at the end of which 
ne told them, they could not have the ichool- houſe, — that 
nas not built for any ſuck purpoſe; and fo he ſtrongly 
Ciuided them from meeting occaſicnally together with 
any ſuch view. Strange as this may ſeem, yet hath the 
Ihe occurred in ſeveral inflances, aud would oftener, 
| were it not that very few of the pcople trouble their 
neal with theſe things, carmg as little for the theory 
and pratice of religion, as airy of their clergy would 
have them. 

i would ſeem to be as great a crime in the eyes of 
ſame, for Chriſtians to aſſociate together for the pur- 
pole of praiſing God, of reading his word, and calling 
en 1.12 name by ſocial prayer, as chougi they met to 
P00 6 amt the Rate, or for the purpoſe of dr inking, of 
fing ging profane longs, of curſing and ſwear ing, and in- 


fecking g cach other with infide! priuciples ! Yet, amidſt 
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much railing, reproach, and oppolition,.—mmlcr gf 
poor people continue firm in their Chriſtian profeiſion, 
and in meeting together for the ſocial worſhip of their 
God. The practice of coming to communions in the 
low country, of late adopted by ſome ſerious Highland. 
ers, gives no ſmall alarm and offence, leſt they ſhould 
thence import ſome light and zeal, that may make them 


troubleſome to their careleſs, irreligious neighbours, and 


to their clergy ; who love to flumber, and to keep the 
people pleaſed with their own doQrine and conduct. 
Lhe bright beams of the ſun are not leſs welcome to the 
birds oi night, than the rays of Divine truth are to the 
children of darkneſs, 

At leaving this pariſh, a number of relations and ac. 
quaintance accompanied me the length of the Clachan, 
or Kirk-town, where we had a glaſs at parting; an 
uſual mark of attention and friendſhip among High- 
landers. This is ſometimes carried to a very culpable 
excels at their ſocial interviews on the Lord's day, which 
are countenanced not only by the members of Scilion, 
but alſo, I have been aſſured, by the Clergy. Although 
it be juſtiſiable to take a refreſhwent when neceſſary, yet 
is it to be feared that the bounds of moderation are of- 
ten exceeded. The Seſſion of this pariſh is made up of 
very intelligent and reſpectable men, ſeveral of whom 
izvoured us with their company at this fare wel inter. 
view. An invitation was ſent to the miniſter to come 
and take a glaſs with is, to which he is not uſually r 
verſe, accompanied with my compliments and vequeſ 
to the ſame eflect. I had been repeatedly in company 
with him before this, both in his own houſe, and the 
public-houſe where we now were ; yet he thought pro- 
per to return word with the metlenger, That he wa 
bad with a cold, and could not come. A gentleman u 
company remarked, „ fear it is a cold at the heart.“ 
The cold did not prevent his walking round the church- 
yard, where he was ſeen very ſoon thereafter, 1 
parting was tender and affectionate. As 1 as to 
paſs the night in a Gentleman's family in the parilb, 
in my way to Rothſay, à friend offered to mat me 
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there next morting with a horſe, and to accompany 
me to the Ferry. 

lu this Gentleman's houſe 1 found now and former 
ly the kindeſt reception, and he viſhed me, at parting, 
to tell any of our M:ſhonaries who came that way, | 
to call upon him, and take their lodging with lum. | i | | 
This, and other circumſtances which occur in theſe let- 


* . * — 
ters, plainly ſhews, that the Highland Gentlemen are : Ht 
not averſe to miſſions to theſe quarters, — that they ſeem 1 


to ſee aud feel a need of ſome tuch meaſures, to prove a 
check on abuſes which daily occur around. It rained 1 
much cbro* the night, ſo that the river was greatly ſwell. 1K] 
ed. The Gentleman ſent his fervant and his horſe to 
conduct us through the water, where the river divided | 
itlelt into two branches at the entrance to the loch, or 
arm oi the ſea; for there was no croſhng it higher up, 
unleſs we returned to the bridge. Some people by the 
way zave cordial tanks for the ſervices they had latel 
enjoyed, and expreſſed their earneſt with they might be 
ſoon repeated. It was a day's ſervice in this parith, ol 
which an account bath: been given in the Miſſionary | 
Maguiine about two years ago, that gave riſe to the | 
million from the Relief Synod, The caſe of the people 

dams y mpathy, and their defire to enjoy the means of | 
grace demands the attention of their brethren, Ma 1 
the Lord fend them, and other loſt ſheep of the houſe of i, | 
ſcuel, paſtors according to his own heart, to feed them | 
with knowledge and found underſtanding ! Reſerving | 
an account of my reception and ſervices, 3. in Roth 1 
fy, til another opportunity, I remain, Dear Sir, cor» | 1 
duell yours, Vc. 
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\ THEN I croffed the ferry, in my way to Rothſay,. [i | 
| tound a horſe and boy waiting for me, and fe! I 


off wmediately, On that day a young man was to I 
de 0:4aincd miniſter of the Auttburgher congregation 
| L 3 
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there, which made me anxious to get forward in time te 
overtake the public ſervice. Ha ing taken a 0 fresh 
ment, I went to church wet as I was, and found fer 
vice 10 far advanced. I reached however tine ©; vugh 
to ſee the young man ſet apart, which was the lr! 
ime 1 mod witnefled an ordination: in that conneRion 
ſince a boy. The whole ſervice was conducted wit! 
great dem and the charge to the paſtor and ; eople 
was a piece of finiſned compoſition, perhaps too much o 
for the audience and occaſion. It 1s not, I hope, incon- 
ſiſtent with the reſpect I fee) for the miniſters and pec- 
ple of that perſuaſion, and the ardent wiſhes I entertain 
for the ſucceſs of the Gotpel among them, to remark 
freely on what ſtruck me at the time, as an apparent in. 
conſiſtency or impropriety. 

The queſtions put to the young man, to which lis 
expreſs aſſent was required, were very numerous. But 
J wiſh I could ſay, that the far greater part of ti en 
were not what Galho calls gueſirons of words, ond 
names, and of ther law, Acts xvii. 15. They rcterred 
to nn forical events, of the far greater part of which ! 
own myſelf totally ignorant; and of which a Chriitian, 
in my humble opinion, may be ignorant all the days of 
his Iife without having his peace, comfort; and edifica- 
tion in the ſmalleſt degree thereby affected. Can heise 
things conſtitute terms of C! Iriſftian fellowſhip, and le- 
mand the warmeſt zeal, which are of modern date xl 
knowledge of which cannot make a man wiſer or bet- 
ter, nor his ignorance of them render his perſon and 
ſervices one whit leſs acceptable to his Maker: Surely 
God would never ſuſpend fellowthip with himſell, and 
our Chriſtian brethren, on what he commands us nc 
whore to know, believe, and protels, and of winch we 
may ſafely remain ignorant. Tnefe, however, are tas 
things which raiſe walls of partition in the church d 
God, alternate many of his children from one anther, 
and exhauſt the zeal of ſome! Do you think, Sir, tat 
the term of communion mentioned by David, and ex: 
emplified daily by David's Lord, is now becom 099 
late; I am a compumon of ai! them that fear thee, and 9 
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den that beep thy precepts ? Plal. cxix. 63. This term 


is imple, yet comprehenſive, But it is not enough with 
many, that a man tear God, and keep his precepts, to 
entitle him to communion with them, or to be their 
companion in a religious ſenſe; he mull fear him iu the 
way they are pleaſed to preſcribe. It is not enough 
that a rung be born of God, and owned as his ſ-rvant; 
he mul be born alſo che party, and content \mplicit= 
y is obey their decrees, and oblerve heir hoſtrums, of 
which they are often more tenacious than oi the laws of 
Heaven, would he hope to enjoy oc retain their fellow- 
ſhip. May the Lord root up theſe plants out of his vine- 
yard which are not of his own planting ; and purge a- 
way all Mat old four leaven which prevents his church 
from hee. wing a ne lump! He is rooting them up in 
his providence ; aud thoſe who would water and protect 
them mutt ſtand to the conſequences. 

In proportion as unLcr iptura) terms of tellowſtup pre- 
vail in ny church, the word of God loſes of its autho- 
rity, or is made of none effect, and his worthip marred, 
25 the dead fly makes the Apothecary's box of otherwiſe 
precious oiatment fend forth an unfovoury fmell. On 
the oc cation referred to above, all that was ſaid of the 
Scriptures was comprizad in one thort ſentence, nor was 
any text quoted in ſupport of the other articles, which 
ſcemad to be regarded as received principles, or ſo many 
ſelf. evident propoſitions, altho they were avy thing ra- 
ther than that. Oh that Chriſtians were ſo wiſe, and 
obedient ro. their heavenly Lord, as to maintain unity in 
things neceflary, mutua! forbearance in things not eſſen- 
ual, and charity in all ! 


Here I found ſome pious intelligent Chriſtians, who 


had chtzined, as ſome of them owned, ſome Knowledge 
of he rruth, and reliſſi for it, by attending the miniſtry 
of the fix it Antiburgher paſtor here, tho few offthem 
mclined to form a cloſe connection with chat people, 
They however cordially wiſhed them well, and contider- 
ably {.elped their temporal funds. I preached twice on 
Thuriday,—in the forenoon, and at fix in the evening; 
the laſt t deaurſe 1 in Eusläal. The text was John ix. 37. 
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Now, we know that God benreth not fenners : but if 4 
man be a wor ſhif pen of God, and doth bis will, Hi þ; 
hbeareth. The houſe was full, which I ſuppoſe contains 
about feven hundred people. I aked, before I went ont 
in the evening, if they thought a ſermon on Saturday 
nightwould be acceptable. They ſaid, The people would 
atte:d," tho? there were {ermon every day in the week, 
It was accordingly intimated to be on Saturday evening, 
{ix o'clock. On Friday I went ſome miles to ſpend the 
night in a relation's houſe, and embraced the opportu. 
mty of exhorting the family, and the neighbours, who 
came to attend domeſtie worſuip. On the Saturday e. 
vening the place of worthip was very-throng- a num. 


ber of people having come from the diſtant parts of the 


iſle, to embrace the opportunity, and to paſs the time in 
town till the ſervices of next day were over. Altho 
the weather-was very inconſtant and rainy, the Lord's 
day proved very favourable. The tent was ſet up 1 4 
very convenient ſpot, and it was believed not fer than 
four thouſand attended. Their number may be inferred 
from this circumſtance: The collection at the thren pre- 
ceding ſermons amounted only to 11. 4s. 41. which was 
given to the poor of the meeting-houſe congregation ; 
but at the tent on the Lord's day £4. were collected, 
while none gave ſilver, I was told, but the Spealkgr, 
The Lecture was from Mat. xi. 25, to tue cloſe, After 
a ſhort interval, a fourth ſermon was given in Englith, 
concluding the ſubject begun on Thurſday. Ibis was 
meant to be in the Meeting- houſe, but the people tar- 
ried to the laſt, ſo that no place of worſhip within dot. 
could accommodate them. Many came in boats from 
Glendaruel, and other parts in Cowal, who tarri« to 


the laſt. Your friend ventures to call this a day of the, 


Son of man; and hopes it proved a time of conviction, 
and Fefreſhing to ſome. To the preceding ſermons the 
moſt ſerious attention was given, but during the whole 
Gaelic ſervice of this day, the people ſtood like ftatues 
to the very ſkirts of the congregation. So great was 
the concourſe, that near the one half were obliged (0 


ſtand behind the tent. It was indeed a Bochim— a f. 
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of tcars ; for the Lord ſeemed to be preſent both with 
ſpeaker and hearers, Where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is liberty; and how pleaſant and ſolemn his ſer- 
vice, when he deigns to manifeſt his power and pre- 
ſence ! | | 

At the cloſe of the evening ſermon, an intelligent 
Chriſtian, who was well recommended, and gave great 
ſatisfaction when examined, got his child baptized, when 
his wite alſo attended. He declared, he could not in con- 
ſcience own the pariſh miniſter as a ſervant of Chriſt; 
and owing to this, his child had remained ſor ſore time 
unbaptized. His wife belonged to the Meeting-houſe, 
but ſhe gave her confent, and declared hericlt well ſa- 
tished with the ſervices of the day. 

At the diſmiſhon, carneſt application was made by fe- 
yeral, to go over to their reſpective pariſhes, and preach 
in them throngh the week, They repreſented their caſe 
a truly afletting—finners periſhing, as they ſcrupled not 
toown, for lack of knowledge, They owned, that they 
felt God ſpeaking by his word to ther hearts, that they 
felt a power come along with it, that they never knew 
the I: ke before. It was with painful regret 1 was obliged 
to deny their requeſt, having previouſly {ent letters to 
different places, promiſing to be there, God willing, and 
preach ſuch days througi the week; and on the faith of 
this, it was advertiſed in the papers, that I was to preach 
in Glaſgow on the following Lord's dey. I was aſſur- 
gd, the whole people of the iſland would attend next 
dabbath, could I tarry, and alſo the people in adjacent 
pariſlies on the Cowal. fide. _ 

Breakfaſting next morning with a Teacher in the 
place, he told me, that a married woman of his acquain- 
tance was all the time drowned in tears, but that upon 
my uttering an expreſſion, which he repeated, {he could 
contain herſelf no longer. A couſin of my own, who 
was a hearer, having a little before that got word of 


the death of her firſt-born, a fine youth, who died of the 


yellow fever in the Weſt Indies. I wiſhed to comfort 
her under that affliction. Speak ing of thoſe who were 
heat) laden, and of our Lord's cordial welcome to them, 
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I obſerved, that if any preſent were in this Rate indy 
the loſs of dear relations, to believe in Jeſus, and be 
would be better to them than ſous or daughters. Here 
related the following anecdote — A certain worthy 
Chriſtian went a journey with a neizkbour of his. He 
was no time abſent till his only ſon, whom he left jy good 


health, died. His mother did not chooſe to commani. 


ate the heavy tidings directly to her huſband, known 


his life was in a manner bound up in the life of t he lad 
but wrote to his neighbour, begging he would inform 
him of it in he moſt prudent manner. The father ob. 
ſerving his fellow. traveller agitated, aſked if he receiy. 
ed any bad account from home. Upon being told, that 
his ſon was dead, after a ſolemn pauſe, he exclaimed, 
« Aye, and hath God taken my ſon? Well, I have taken 
« his, and am ceriain 1 have got by far the beſt ex. 
«© change.” This was the expreſſion that overpowered 
her, This woman ſpoke to me at the diſmiſſion, but 
afd not tell how the was affected through the day, She 
fought my advice with reſpect to a matter that gave lr 
concern. Her huſband had a tack of a very good farm, 
but the had lately been urging him much to give u un 
and go co the Low Country, that t! ney might coy the 
bleſſing of a goſpel miniftry : adding, What do out 
ward good things avail us, while we are deitrtute of the 
bred of life? T-adviſed her not to urge a raih change 
of their outward condition, to be diligent 1 in ſearching 
the Scriptures, and fervent and frequent in prayer fov 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit, and that the Lord might 
in his on time end way provide them with the public 
means of grace, or ſuppl; the want of theſe otherways. 
This verſon had travelled to different places, to attend 
the preaghing of the word, during the miſſion; and! 
truſt her attendance has not been in vein in the 101d. 
The pariſh miniſter went from home this Lord's 427, 
altho* he had previouſly intimated no vacancy . Thi 
and the aner conduct of the clergy man where I has 
laſt preached, led one of the peopie here to remark, 
Our mirifters look upon you miſſionaries as Wolves 
„ putwhen ye come totheir bounds, uke the hire! gf 
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ce, and leave their theep to your mercy.” A large 
elegant place of worihip was at this time far advanced, 
the erection of which was owing to the following cir- 
cumſtance. Some of rhe people who went to Greenock 
on Claſgow, to attend the Gachc chapels at the com- 
munion, invited the miniſters to take an excurſion to 
Rothlay, and io preach to the people there. Several of 
them went, and the people applied to them for ſermon, 
to which they agreed, provided the pariſh minitter Cave 
the church. L his, upon application, he denied; avd 
tho' they came at length to alk no mor? than the teut, 
or liberty to preach on the ſea thore, he threatened them 
with a proſecution, ſhould they preſume to preach any 
where within his pariſh, This was ftrange treatment 
of brethren, who were in full communion with him, and 
acknowledged miniſters of the ſame church, Chriſt's 
command to his ſervants to preach the golpel to every 
creature, ſeems to weigh little with tuch men. The 


ple renſented ſuch age, and, in the courſe of a 


few days, raiſed an handiome ſubſcription to defray the 
expence of building a new church. To prevent their be- 


coming Diflenters, the Gencral Aflembly, beyond expec- 


tation, admitted them as a Chapel oi Eaſe. $9 i ignorant 
are the people in general of the nature, and value of 
Chriſtian liberty, that they thus acceded to what a cle- 
ical gentleman of the Eſtibliſhed church phraſes, not 
unaptly, in one of his publications, “ A conquered pro- 
vince in a large and tyrannical empire, which has 
become much more ſo ſiuce thot character was given her. 
If I re:olle well, he was a member of Seffion who 
lol them ground, and would not bs ditivaded. Paving 
had an offer once before for the fame ground to build a 
church on, he declined it; and to this attributed loſes 
whicl be afterwards met by fea, Thus ſuperſtition, as 


wel! » pic ty, ſometimes contributes to the erection ot 


Places of worthip. | 

The time ſpent on this iſland was fo | ingroſted, that 1 
had 19 leiſure to go and ſec Mouut- Stuart, the rc{idence 
of te Earl of Bute, which is reputed to be well worth 
ſeein g. The people ſpoke much of the liberal Lontt 
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meats of the miniſter of Kingarth, tho? they thonghy 
him no great preacher, and wiſhed me to call upon him, 
bat time would not permit. He cannot ſpeak Gazi, 
which is the native language of the people, many of 
whom underſtand little or no Engliſh ; but ingratates 
himſelf with the people by his affability, complailcnce, 
and attention; qualities the reverſe of thoſe of his cg]. 
league, the other miniſter, who is reputed diſtant, (tate, 
ly and reſerved. 

Oa fhe Tueſday I bade farewel with the hone! peg. 
ple here *, who parted with apparent regret ; and ſet of 
in one of their packets with a fair wind for Greenock, 
where we ſafely landed in the courſe of a few hour, 
Here your correſpondent ſpent a number of years in the 
earlier period of life, having come hither when {carc: 
nine years of age, and before he could ſpeak a word f 
F.ngliſh. - The people here have always ſhewed them. 
ſelves friendly, and wiſh him to give them a {ermon 
when on the ſpot. At this time, as on ſeveral other o- 
caſions, I preached in the Gaelic chapel, in Englith, tos 
reſpectable number of the inhabitants. The Chapd 
miniſter was preſent, for whoſe kind attention in ſeveral 
reſpects, he feels himſelf obliged, as was alfo one df 
the Eſtabliſhed miniſters of Paiſley, who, at the time, 
was at the ſalt. water, From the rigid church politre 
lately adopted, which treats Diſſenters as unworthy tc 
be ſet with the dogs of their flock, he cannot now pro- 
miſe himſelf this favour, however much the minitte: 
might be inclined to grant it, and many in the place 


* Wile in this place, a certain circumftance produced = raths 
diſagreeable ſenſation. A letter from my \Vife informed ume thats 
demand had been made upon her for two years winda wiz, &. 
tripled, with a threatening, if not paid by ten next morning, 16 tike 
forcible meaſures, She was obliged to borrow the ſum, aud with 
great difficulty, a gentleman the employed could procure he mit- 
gation of a third part of the ſum. lu vain was it pleaden, tit tt! 
never called for it. T vtec to go and pay theſe things in the office 
tin our neighbour tid me, that they always called for it at het 
hovſe. i blamed for not demanding it at the year's end, if che! 
Meant to line, and warning of the ritk ; but theſe gentlemeg are » 
vure attending to ſuck. circumſtances, having power on beit live. 
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with for it. But the word of God cannot be bound, 
and its efficacy is not confined to temples made with 
hands. It would be juſt in the Matter to deſert theſe 
places of worihip which are hat againſt his ſervants, as 
if they carried on their forehead the mark. of the Beaft, 117 
known and reatl of a) men. But it is friendſhip for the IL 
Beaſt that produces ſuch meaſures; tor the Antichriftian 14 
leaven more 01 lefs pervailes the whole world called ke 
Ch: tian ; and with ſome its eflects are b.titcr as worms F411 
wood, On this account, and on account of our other ' 
chomimations, tue Lord may juſtly addreis us, as he did 
his pcople of old by tis prophet ; Grd yourfſeives and 
lament, ye pries; Lowl, ye n bers the altar ; come, 
lie all night in ſack lot h, ye members of my God: for the 
meat-offering and thc this 4. offering 14 withholden from 
the bouſe of your ns Santtify ve fal, nd e un- | 
ts the Lor 4, Mas for the day for the day of the Lord | 
1 at hand, and 1s a b : jrom the Almighty ſhail | 
it come, Joel i. 13,15. Here I took no notice of the . 
mifion, auy farther than to cchort the licarers, at the | 
doſe of the diſcourſe, to prize and improve their Chriſ- 14 5 
tian privileges, of which many of their fellow- men in | 
theſe lands were deilitnte 3 whende they had @ claim | 
on our compaſſion, whom the Lord had more kighly | 
lavoured. | 

Left Greenock on Thurſday, in one of the paflage 
boats, for Dumbarton, where I was to preach that e- 
vening in the Relief church, the miniſter of whach was 
my ! Now-miubonery. was landed about two miles 
above the caſtle, and felt my own mind, in reflecting on 
late ſcenes, and preying for ſucceſs to the millitn in 
which we had been engaged, in a moſt delightful frame. 
The difcourle was from Deut. xxxit. 2 O at they 
were wife, that they unde this, that they would 
ann tbeir latter end! A reſpecdahle number of peo- | 
ple ate N to whom I gave at the cloſe a short ac. 14 
count of f the ſucceſs of the miſfſion. On Friday I took 

2 View, for the firſt time, of that ancient bulwark, the 
altle. along with Mr MN. and another Gentleman. 
Being lorac "public day, ſeveral carnou were diſcharged | 
MN 
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while we ſtood on its ſummit. What are theſe ſtrong 
holds, in fituations of imminent danger, compared 10 
the ſtrength of that city, and the ſecurity of its happy 
and dignified citizens, whoſe walls and bulwarks ate 
Jalvation, and whoſe gates are praiſe ! 
With difficulty I reached Paiſley by fix in the 
evening, the hour fixed in my letter for fermon, ] 
found no public intimation had been given, for the fol. 
lowing reaſon. The Preibytery had appointed Mr 
MV. to preach there the following Sabbath, aud me in 
the Relief church, Campbel-ſtreet, and give ſore ac. 
count of the miſſion; all which was advertifed in the 
papers. Mr H n did not thereſore intimate ſer. 
mon that evening. However, I no ſooner reached, than 
he ſent his officer to intimate, as extenſively as he could 
to his people, that there would be ſermon by eight. aud 
by whom. Conſidering the ſhort notice, it was fur- 
priſing to ſec ſo large an audience. It is not without 
reaſon a late Tournaliſt {tiles this the Paradiſe of Scot- 
land. The miniſters live together in peace, love, aud 
harmony; and the people in general are of a frank, 
eaſy, and friendly turn of mind, and ſtrangers to a ut. 
row party ſpirit. Permit me here to own wy ereat o- 
bligations to that worthy character, Mr H vaſtor 
of the Relief church, whom 1 have found the 225 ens 
dy friend fince 1 firſt had the pleafure of his acquain- 
tance. His liberality of ſentiment, and benevoleice d 
heart, cannot but endear him to thoſe who appreciate 
theſe properties; while his well known profeſſional ta- 
lents never exalt him in his own eſteem above th 
weakeſt brother. To affected dignity, and clerics! 2 
importance, he is an utter ſtranger. Excuſe, Bir, 
mentioning theſe things, which are rara avis 4! 15 1s, 
when applied to certain characters. 
I cannot charge my memory whether it was next 
day, or on a former occaſion, he and J called on tt 


venerable character, Dr Snodgrais, and enjoy a con e 


. ry" 


of hours of his pleating and edifying converſaiiun. 4 
change in his perſon truck at firit ſight, yer his mer 13 
powers did net ſeem much impaired, He urged vs 
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both. to tarry and dine with him; but haſtening to re- 
turn to Glafgow, this was not in my power. In his 
death, the church of God has loſt one of her brighteſt 
ornzments, his flock. and family an eminent bleſſing, and 
the wide circle of his acquaintance a worthy friend; 
whoſe learning, piety, Iiberality of ſentiment, and en- 
larced benevolence of heart, dignified the human, and 
adorned the ſacred character. While too many of lus 
frviving brethren contend, by the moſt 1gnoble means, 
the carnal weapons of cxlumny and miſrepteſentation, 
and the wanton exerciſe of uturped church-power, for 
the Jigntty and emoluments of the:r order, under the 
ſpecious pretext of caring for religion, he is enjoying a 
crown of life that ſhail not fade away, where no bigot, 
hircling, or time-ſer ver, (hall enter. 

Preached next day in Mr Dunn's church. Such was 
the concourſe in the evening, a great many could find 
no acceſs, Among theſe wa attended that and the 
ſolio ing evening, were ſeveral miniſters of the Eſta- 
blibed church, whoſe love to the cauſe of Chriſt led 
them to rejoice, in whatever might tend to the advance- 
ment of his Kingdom, whoſoever were the inſtruments. 
Tie collection amounted to about 181. Many of thoſe 
who could find no acceſs were genteel people, which 
wit have hurt the ciecion. Yet an apparently poor 
woman gave a guinea note at the difmiſſion. Sermon 
was alſo intimated to be in the ſame place the following 
evenin e, when the houſe was likewiſe crowded. Num 
ders aſked if the collection was to be applied to the uſe 
ol the miſſion, They were anſwered in the affirmative, 
tout 71. were collected this evening. The paſtor of 
the cor ongregation, who ftated!y aſſemble here, does not 

court the voice of popular applauſe, by ſn Aioning the 
ditions and commandments of men in the things of 
God, „id enforcing received opinions and eſtabliſhed 
cu. forms in religion with Pharifaical zeal, and ſancti- 
monons airs. On the 21ſt of the preceding May, your 
correſſondent alſo preached a miſſionary ſermon, in his 
Fay to the Highlands, in the Relief church, Dove-hill, 


lere, when the collection, for behoot” of the C "acti 
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miſſion, an:ounted to about 441. between that aud the 


Relief church Anderſton, where ſermon was preached 
at the tame hour for the ſame purpoſe. No 2 
able ſum, conſidering how frequently ſuch occafion; 
cur in that city, and how ſeldom the wealthier ſort 0 
citizens give them their eountenance. The venerable 
paſtor of this congregation, Dove-hill, has been tor ſame 
time ww a declining Re which threate: ed his removal 
to a better world ; but he is now happily recovered to 
ay gue" ot farther ulervineſs in the vineyard, : May 
the Lord long ſpare him, and all who obtain meicy to 
be faithful !—Your fi iend has great reaſon to feel pe- 
cul:arly gratetul to Chriſtians of different denonlipatic- 
in tliis city, for the unabated attachment they have 
ſh-wed to his public ſervices, ſince the firſt time he had 
the hocour amd happineſs to preach among them. 
Returyed to Edinburgh in the ſtage by Falkirk, 
reached one evening to an attentive and reſpectable au. 
dience in Dalkeith; and next night in the Relief honfe 
Lady Lawſon's wind, Edinburgh; where the number 
who attended was not ſuch as might be expected in u 
city, public intimation having been given the preceding 
Lord's day, with expreſs notice that the ſermon w as U 
be preached by one of the Synod's Miſhor.artes juſt te- 
turned from the Highlands, In Dalkeith the ſpeaker 
gave lome account of the ſucceſs of that benevolent a.. 
temp, as the people there had previouſly manifeſted s 
laudable concern for its ſucceis ; but here he iaw tte 
encouragement to ſay more or Iefs on the ſubje&. Thi, 
however, cannot be aſcribed to the want of public ſpin | 
in the inhabitants of the Metropolis of this part of U 
united Kingdoms; or in the want of zcal for the glo!} 
of God, and the happineſs of fellow-men ; the revert 
of which maniſets itſelf in fimilgr caſes every day 
But ſo it is, that the miſſion to the Highlands Gen ned 


excite very little public attention among them. 2 


tnrely could not ariſe from a {ordid Pigotted ſpirit, be. 


W 1 it was v:idertaken by Diſlenters ; nor ſrom di 
gard to our countrymen, as if their ſouls were leſo pr 
©0uS than the ſoul of an African, or an Otaheitern; Y 
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ſrom a ſpirit of vain ambition, and defire of human ap- 
plauſc, as it a home-miſſion was not fo much calculated 
to gratify this and its kindred paſſions, as à foreign one. 
Ie cannot be denied by any who have acceſs to know the 
preſent ſtate of the Highlands of Scotland, and view 
things in the light of Divine truth, that the poor peo- 
ple there are as great obſecdts of Chriſtian commlſera- 
tion as the very Heathen, and, in ſome reſpects, perhaps 
greater. Owing to the notions of religion which they 
imbibe from their youth, the doctrines they uſually 
hear, and the exarnpics reſulting froin hem, publicans, 
harlotz, and Heztheas, are more ealily prevailed on to 
come into the Kingdom of Heaven than they. Inatten- 
tion therefore to their caſe, in any profeſſed Chriftians 
that have, or may have, acceis to Know it, aunſt proceed 
from ſome very culpable cauſes, 

Through the Kind hand of.CGrodl upon me, I got ſafely 
home, and found my family in health and ſafety, after 
an abſeace of about fourteen weeks. During that pe- 
riod, u weekly correſpondence was maintained with my 
boſom Friend and Companion, who failed not on her 
part to ſupport this pleaſing inte rcourſe, to winch nothing 
could yield but the mutual joy of a perſonal interview. 
That correſpondence was the chief alleviation of the pain 
of abſence; and that interview the pledge of a ſtill more 
joyful mecting in the world of blits, where the pangs of 
ſeparation, and the pains of abſence are unknown. This 
[ympathizing Friend, the Lord hath ſnce removed to his 
own immediate preience, leaving her huſhand, and other 
Iarviving concerns, to moura for a tine their incxpretii= 
ble Iois. . A concern for her welfare once made abſence 
painful; but now the is lodged in a non, where no 
evil cnn annoy, and from which no heavy tidings can 
come. 

The congregation, thougli animated with concern for 
le \..:ceis of the miſſion, ; yet felt, in more reſpects 
than one, the inconvenience of their late ſituation. "Tho? 
very well appointed, by young men, for ſermon on the 
Lord”: day, yet their number, and their public contri- 
butto:i2, co. iderably .dimiaithed, From II. 108. or 
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more, their ſtated collection for more than a year before 
the miſſion, in the courfe of two or three werke, it 
ſank to about 173. or 188. and never recovered its form. 
er quantum while your friend continued to officiate a. 
mong them. This was chiefly owing to the oppoſition 
given by the Prefbytery, and by ſome individuals in the 
ſeffion and congregation, that were evidently influenced 
by their example, if not by ſome of their advice, to the 


more frequent enjoyment of the Lord's ſupper, without 


the human appendages of week-days, Though the 8. 
nod gave it in their {avour, and enjoined the Preſbytery 
to fee to the regular difpenſation of the ordinances in 
the abſence of their paſtor ; yet they were totally ne- 
glected, except that a brother came from another Preſby. 
tery to adminiſter the ſupper ; for when fix or ieven 
parents came to have their children baptized, they were 


left to po away as they came, the miniſter who ſnould 
dave come and diſpenſed the ordinarce, having ent 


young man in his plage, the very ſight of vihoin made 
a number, who reſented the diſippointment, to rife from 
their ſeats. This was the more offenſive, that he kept 
the young man, who was appointed by the Committee 
to exchange pulpits with. him, while he himſelf {ar all 
day a humble hearer. Theſe and the like things pared 
the way for the ſtep which that congregation at length 
took, by which their connexion with the Relicf cane 
to be diſſolved. 

For ſome Sabbaths after J returned, lectured on the 
XXX vii. of Ezckiel, which, with the account given of 
the viſible effects of the miſſion, produced apparently 
deep inzpreſſions on the minds of the people. Here! 
might end my narrative, did I not with to give vou 3 
ſhort account of another miſſion to the Highlands, which 
I fulfilled above fifteen years ago; and alſo a few anec- 
dotes of ſome of the Clergy, which ſerve to they the 


ſpirit by which too many among them are a(tvated. 


This will afford ſufficient materials for another letter 
Praying the Lord may guide us, and all his people to the 
death, feed us alſo, and build us up for ever, I ſn crit 
myſelf, Dear Sir, your cordial friend, Ce. 


( 139 ) 
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DAR SIR, 

I miſſion which I mentioned at the cloſe of my 
laſt, and of which I propoſed to give you a ſhort 
account, was al the requelt of the late Lady Glenorchy, 
of pious memory. She employed a worthy miniſter of 
the Eſtabliſhed church to perition the Relief Prefhytery 
of Glaſgow in her name, that if they had any young 
man who underitood the Gaelie language, they would 
ſend hin for a couple of months to a certain pariſh in 
the Highlands, in order, if acceptable to the people, to 
be ed there altogether ; provided ground could be 
procured to erect a place of worſhip, c. A certain 
Gentleman 1n Glaſgow, hearing of the propofai, alto 
offered to fink as much money as would bear the half 
of the expence with her Ladyſhip, of ſupporting a mi- 
niſter in that pariſh, and likewiſe of the preſent miſſion, 
The Preſbytery unanimouſly fixed on me; bat I was fo 
reluctant to the undertaking, through the reports I had 
heard of the people, and the averſion ſhewed to the miſe 
fiou by ſome of my near relations, that no intreaties for 
a time could prevail. This I faw and lameuted at length 
az my infirmity, yea, my ſin, when the Lord was pleated 
to turn my heart, with cordial affection to the work. 
It was recommended to Mr Pinkerton; Cambelton, to 
accompany me to the place, who chearfully and gener- 
ouily undertook this labour of love. The place I was 
appointed to, was Luir and Sacil, or two iſlands com- 
prii:ng one pariſh under the name of Kilbrandan and 
Küchatan. Within the bounds of this pariſh is the fame 

ous ſlate-quarry Eſdale. 8 
need not trouble you with an account of what I ſuf. 
fered by ſea- ſickneſo, Gc. on the paſſage to Cambelton, 
whence we were to ſet out on the follow ing week for the 


place of my deſtination,-—how we were obliged to land 


at V/oft Tarbet, the wiad being high and adverſe,—how 
we alked for ſo many miles under a heavy can, before 
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we could get hories,—how ve travelled along the coaſt, 


O 
roment danger, by the horſe coming down at the <4 of 


z bridge, and the ſaddle-belt burſtuig, how the bay of 
Macrauanich roared dreadtully, even at a diſtance, aud 
was enough to alarm in a tempeſtuous night, did not cr; 
know the cauſe. We reached Cambelton about treo lin 
the morning, wet and fatigued. 1 rofe about eight... 
preached all day, and ſeemed ſo much to feel the motion 
of the veſſel, that I was every now and then on the point 
of making an effort to preſerve myſelf from f. Jung, 
Our journey to Luir cok us two days conſtant” rid. 
ing, partly through ground on which we were obliged 
to lead our horſes. Being apprized of our coming i 
boat wait<d for us, and we paſled through vaſt ſhoals of 
herring that were playing around us, Mr P. and 1 
took a view of both iſlands before he departed. The 
people every where receiv ec us kindly, [le began pub. 
lic worſhip on the Lord's day, in a tent ſet up in a con- 
venient place for the purpoſe. His ſermon wes highly 
acceptable to the people. I gave a {-rmon in Ens lich, 
and another in (Gaelic after him. The Engliſh diſcourſe 
had been compoſed with great care befoce got licence, 
and was accurately mandated ; but ſeemed to produce 
little impreſſion on the ankence: ſome of whom called 
it Latin- Engliſh. This fault I avoided among them in 
future; digeſting the leading ideas by meditation, and 
leaving the expreſſion to the delivery. Convey«<d Mr 
P. to ſome diſtance at his return, and parted with tc-!- 
ing regret. 

Here I continued to preach every Lord's day for a- 
bout two months, and occ aſionally through the week, 
J alfo viſited numbers of them in their private dwell- 
ings. and attended them ſtatedly at their fellow ſhip 
meetings. The Lord gave ſenſible tokens of his graci- 
ous preſence, both in public and in private ; which 
many among them acknowledged with gratitude and 
. praiſe to the giver of all good. Many in theſe cho 
iſlands had been ſome time previous to this under . 
gious imnpreſſions. In ſome, theſe iſſued in a return te 


under cloud of night, for nigh forty mil:s, cſcap- + im. 
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their former careleſs itate, or in ſcoffing at the very form 
of godlineſs; but in others, the fruits remained, and ap- 

red to be of a genuine kind. The - greateſt enemies 
theſe bad to encounter were, it would appear, the Cler- 
gy, and their partizans, who treated them as the moſt 
dangerous people in the whole pariſh, Oppreſſion makes 
even wife men mad, and in ſome inſtances ſome among 
them may have been tranſported beyond the bounds of 
prudence, in reproving the fins, winch they ſaw com- 
mitted aroung them, and denouncing the wrath of God 
2gainft therm. This procured them many enemies ; for 
finners hate to be reproved, and harden their neck un- 
der admon:tion and reproof. One young mat; among 
them in particular became a ſcourge, end a terror to all 
the Clergy round; ior no ſooner did he heat of any of 
their mal- practices, or corrupt doctrines, than he would 
write them, directing the artillery of Divine threaten» 
tags 2gainft them. Some of thele Clergy threatened to 
borte-whip. him; but he was not to be terrified into fi- 
lence. 1 faw one of bis letters, which he ſent to Mr 
P „ exprefled in broken Kugliſb, which was truly 
an original, worthy to be preferved in the cabwets of 
the curious. 

The people of the great faith was the common epi- 
thet by which they were mentioned in ſcorn ; and when 
they met together far ſocial prayer, Oe. the houſe has 
been, I was aſſured, repeatedly furrounded, and they 
were threatened to be buried in its ruine, if they did 
zot defift, This, they {aid, was chiefly owing to the 

xtous character given of them by tht Clergy, both in 
public and in private, When the communion was dif. 


pented, that feaſt of love, railings and invectives at theſe 


poor people, conſtituted, 1 was ailured, the general to- 
pic of diſcourſe. Their fame was ſpread far and wile, 
28 4 pcople that had gone dittracted,—that had commit- 
te the moſt extravagant things, and ought to he than» 


ned by every one as a pelt to ſociety. Things ware 


laid to their charge that they never knew or thought of, 
21:5 the people were conitantly warned to beware of their 
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pernicious example. Theſe things were grievors to 
flelh and blood, and not eaſily borne. 

Theſe diſagreeable yet groundleſs reports alarmed me 
at the thought of going to ſuch a people, and eſpeciz!ly 
of being fixed among them. But what 1] at firft dread. 
ed, and deprecated, Pur at length deem a happineſs, 
yet no ground could be got to purchaſe for any rnoney, 
on which to build a place of worſhip. It is no wonde; 
God ſhould ſometimes diveſt the great of the earth of 
their inheritance, when they prove fo averſe to accom. 
modate his own p-ople with a ſpot of it for their money, 
on which to wortkip and ferve him. A copy of © vin. 
dication of that people, from the foul afperſions thrown 
u pon them, written on the ſpot for the offictating ober- 
gyman, was given to the worthy Lady who ſo much 
commiſerated their caſs. Your correſpondent with 
pleaſure bears them witneſs, that he neither ſaw nor 
heard any thing in their ſentiments or conduct, vnb4- 
coming the Chriſtian character, but much to recon. 
mend and adorn it. Their proficiency i in the knowledge 
of the Holy Scriptures was remarkable, which they 
could quote in their own language with caſe and pro- 
priety. It would delight one to hear them pray, even 
young perſons among chem, and offer their thoughts on 
any pious ſubject that fell under conſideration. They 
could not bear to hear or ſee the name or day of God 
profaned; and the doctrines commonly taught from the 
pulpit were galling to their hearts. It was reputed 
daring preſumption in them to find fault with any of 
theſe, to argue with thoſe who tanght them, or to ot- 
ter any text of ſcripture in confirmation of their own 
opinion; for in theſe reſpects ſome teachers expect ar nd 
demand a nuch more implicit faith than ever the ape 
tles did. | 

Your friend had ſcarce reached theſe bounds, when 
the envenomed tongue of calumny began to di gun 21'S 
poiſon, to prevent the poor people from giving à patient 
hearing to what he tad to ſay. Word was ſent, and 
induſtriouſly circulated, that he was but a mean me- 


chanic and was mad; and therefore tliat no body {h91id 
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hear him. To prevent the defigned eſſects of ſuch a 
repreſentation, he thought proper, at the cloſe of his 
diſcourſe on a week day, to meet the charge. He trankly 1} 
owned that he had ſerved an apprenticeihip to a buſt- 
neſs, and alſo that he had been for ſome months under 
the alllieting hand of God in a deranged ſtate. But ad- | | 
ded, that when he had determined to ſerve God wich BZ 
his Spirit in the goſpel of his Son, he had wholly de- 
voted himſelf to it, and given up every other purſuit; 
wr he thought it much more hondurable to reſigu a 
buſineſs and its proſpects with ſuch a view, than, like 
to many of their Clergy after they were fixed in à charge 
to become, farmers, diovers, . With regard to the 
other part of the charge, that it was the Hand of God, 
tho' partly the reſult of too cloſe application to ſtudy; 
and therefore, no Iuch ground of reproach or ſhame as 
if they could tax him with immoralities of conduct. 
He added, that he gloried in bearing. part of Chriſt's 
reproach, of whom it wes ſaid, /s nat this the carpenter? 
He bath a devil; and mad, why hear ye him! He {131 
wilhed them to conſult therr own underſlanding, and to 
ſearch the ſcriptures, to ſee whether the meilage ie 
brought to cheir ears was the report of a lunatic, or the 
words of truth and ſoberneſs, by winch he and they 
would be judged at the laft day. 

You will doubtleſs condemn, Dear Sir, the conduct 33 
that reduced to the neceſſity of ſuch vindication, as not * 
only unchriſtian, but to the higheſt degree illiberal and | 
inhu man. You will own it to be ſtill more fo, when ; 
told. that profeſſed minifters of the Goſpel, were the 
prime agents, with one of whom your friend had often 
Joined in ſocial intercourſe and Chriſtian fellowitup, at 
an carlier period, but none ſo viralent as apoſtates. 
That gentleman had greater cauſe to be athamed ſince, 
When itanding a pannel at the bar of his ſupreme court 
for a crime at which an boueſt heathen would bluſh. V7 
Bur be is an Eſtabliſhed clergyman, and a pretentation, X || 
and a fat benefice can cover a multitude of fins, Thus, 1 
however, is not the only inſtance in which perions of the 
lama claſs have had recourſe to the ſame mean weapons, 
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25 I have been aſſured even by ſome gentlemen, to hen 
they had the audacity to urge the above as a ground gf 
reproach and degradarion, and a rcaſon why they ſhould 
exert their authority to expel from their bounds. Thie 
charge and propoſal met the contempt they doſeryed, 
To ane of theſe applications, through the medium of 4 
third perſon, the reply was, Deu the body, oe he 
think VU forbid Mr D. to preach where he p'icife.? 
So far was this unhandſome conduct carried, that even 
ſervants, no doubt pleading their maſter's cauſe, and 
acting us his organ, have been heard to detail fuch piti- 
ful ig ſtauations, "laid thai too Where ſom: external Acker 
ence was ſhowed, 

The incumbent” at the time in this pariſh was incapa. 
citated for public ſervice for fame years before his cath, 
The young man who then officiated for lum, and after. 

rds marricd his daughter, and ſucceeded him, dem- 
ed to poſſeſs fome agreeable qualities, I called on him. 
vas kindly received both by him and the miſtreſs, and 
"Had a long converſation with im about the ſerious peo- 
ple in his pariſh, and other things. I-told him f the 
above report, the quarter whence it was currently ſaid 
to have come, and my public animadverſion npo? it, 
He owned that he had heard the ſame, but regretied 
that any ſhould have recourſe to ſuch expedients. 

You will probebly wiſh to know, by what means ſo 
many people 1 in that pariſh were brought under ſerion 
pre”! ions. former colleague, of confiderable abi. 
ties, diſcovered great zeal at the beginning of his mini- 
ftry among them. His ſermons were of a rouſing and 
alarming nature. But what chieſly contributed to awa- 
ken them, ſeeras to have been; Lady G—y empioyed 
him to tranſtate Allan's Alarm to the uiconverted ute 
Gaelic. While this work was among his hands, ie 1 
livered the whole. of it, they ſaid, from the pulpi: it, and 
the effect wis viſible among his people. When th 
tranſlation came abroad, every family poſſeſſed them- 
ſelves of a copy, As the w! Habitants of the one ne 
had to crois 2 narrow neck of the ſea where the current 
runs very ſtrong, in their wgy to the place of » tp; 
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which took ſome time to ferry them, the miniſter in- 
troduced the reading of this book from the precentor's 
defl;, till the people had time all to aſſemble. Other 
pariſhes around ſoon followed the ſame example. Thefe 
things, under God, fromthe beſt information I could re- 
ceive, were the mean of introducing great reformation 
among the people, and a ſurpriſing concern about reli. 
gion“. 


* While addreſhng the people, one Lord's day, in this pariſh, 
nc one in the aflembly, who appeared by his dreſs to be above 
te commen. attracted my notice, by his itrevercat conduct, and 
laughter, which offended all arcund, immediately tendered a re- 
duke and exhortation to him, which made him hang down his head 
with apparent confution. The people afterwards aſked me bow 1 
came to learn Ins charaQer. I tolq them, that I never ſaw him, or 
heard of him before that day, at which they were very much ſar- 
prited, adding, That I had pointed out his character, and what, he 
had reaſon to fear, would prove his doom —— He was an overiccr 
at (he Nate-quarry, and was one of thoſe who had for ſome time 
felc firong convictions, which ſet him on the practice of religions 
Cuties, He was ſcen, they told me, oſten to retire for prayer; and 


great hopes were cutertaincd, that he would beeome an eminent 


Chriſtian. Put, alas! all ſoon came to nought He not only gave 
up the form of religion, but ſoon became a _crucl mocker of all tha. 
appcurcd ſerious. An honeſt pious man, who was in da ger of lo- 
bnz his eyc, through fome complaint that ſcized it, this apoſtate ri- 
vented, faving, * That is the eve which did not receive the goſ- 
pe“ could not help being ſurpriſed in like manner, to think 1 
ws directed to Ipcak as exactly to his caſe, as if 1 had known it, 
d prepercd an addrets for the purpoſe. 

The honeſt family with whom I had ludged all the time, and Me 
Pa the few nights he was in the place, came to ſuffer on that 
cout Their tack, or leaſe, was near Cui, and they were threat 
ence with the loſ of their farm for their hoſpitality. So at prov- 
ed; tor they were forced to put up with a cot-bouſc. It was indeed 
al'ez:d, that the reaſon was becauic they would part with none © 
their ſons to the army. The young nicu were pious, and could not 
var e thought of ſuch a life. One of them died of a conſump- 
n ticw years thereafter, while proſecuting education with a view 
to the nuniitry He appearcd to be a truly pious youth, Lady 
G-——y had thonghts of giving the father a farm, ſpake to me oa 
ve hd, out fearcd the mode of culture would be fo different, to 
mat ts which he was accuſtomed, that he would find hinuſelj ulters 
yata lots to mauage it. Her L-——p obtained a promile, it was 
i'd, gat the people would have their own chore upon the death 
ol the incumbent; but her own death pregedud that event, and it 
was icarce to be thought, that he who had oiheiated a number of 
Frans 23 helper, and married the incumbent's daug'iter, would be 
turned 
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This Clergyman got a preſentation to another pariſh, 
and his removal filled the people with regret at lieh 
apprehended loſs. He was not long away till the cler. 
gy around began to diſcover that the people were he. 
coming more knowing 1n religious matters, than ſerved 
their purpoſe; that they were beginning to remark the 
difference betwixt the doQrine contained in this book, 
and that which their own miniſters taught them, A 
meeting of preſbytery was called for the purpole, the 
book was tried and condemned, as containing twenty. 
two dangerous errors, and all the Precentors were c harg⸗ 
ed to read it no more from their deſk, and every private 
tamily forbidden to retain à copy of it, upon pain of ex- 
communication, or, what amounts to the ſame thing, th, 
being denied a token to the Lord's ſupper. One Pre. 
centor, more refra&ory than his brethren, preſum« to 
read it on the Lord's day from the deſk, after the above 
clerical anathema was iſſued, inſtantly paid for te 
merity the forfeiture of his place; as if the people 
would be much better employed is talking together. 
bout the common affairs of the world, or in drinking i 
the public-houſe, till the late hour that worſhiy begin; 
than in hearing ſuch a book, The tranſlator wis wer 
to, begging he would interfere with the prefbytery, ! 
behalf of a book. which was partly his offspring, and 
which the whole preſpytery had for a time ſanctioned. He 
was totally filent, having by this time gained hi- N 
her Ladyſhip ; who ſet him on the work, hav ing reward 
ed him for his trouble with a hundred guincas, aud have 
ing beſides ſold a conſiderable quantity for his on be 
hoof. Of the above, a number of people in the par 
allured me as a certain fact, which, to he fur:, ld 

ſerve to exalt the Clergy in their eſteem, 


turnech off at his death During this ard-the ſecond mon, I 
znd felt the great inconvenience of having the Scripturts 1 et 
uctached parts; and formed the -clotutian; ould the oral ff ut 
32d afiſt, of publiſiing an edition of the New Teſtare: | 
David's Pſalms with notes, for the benefit of the Highlau 5,016 
work, when propoſe d to the Pubic, met due cac durageme? 
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Jo ſhew how well theſe keep up their character, 1 
need only relate a new term of communion, which one 
of them adopted a few years ago. It is fo iuuch out of 
the common road, that I took particular pains to in- 
Guire into the truth of it. At the beginning of the 
Summer ſcaſon, a Clergyman, it would appear, not far 
frgm this pariſh, announced to his people from the pul- 
pit on the Lord's day, that the caſting of his peats was 
to begin ſuch a day, and that every one who did not 
give alüſtance, would receive no token to the ſacrament, 
All allifted, a very few individuals excepted, and conſe- 
quently were ſerved, The quali. ying queſtion to cacly 
was, Did you athft at my peats? The perſon that 
could re; ply 1 the aflirmative was immediately ſerved, 
One perſon ſaid, No, Sir. Being aſked the reaſon, he 
rep lied, He could not go, but that he had fent his wife, 
This was fuſtatned, Another alleged, in excuſe for 
his not attending, that he did not hear the intimation. 
His miniſter exprefJed his te at this, thinking eve- 
ry individual in his parith muſt have heard of it one way 
ar other, would uot ſuſtain this as an excuſe. 

Thie above piece of information J had from a wor- 
thy pious miniſter, who.-had ſpent ſome time in that pa- 
riſk, along with leveral of his brethren, preaching aud 
miniſtering the Lord's tupper. He ſolemuly declared, 
that the people aſſured them of it, as what ſhould have 
happened a little before in a neighbouring pariſh ; and 
added, that the oddity of the circumitauce made it the 
ſubjeR of general converſation. When mentioning this 
to « Highland Clergyman, who is very differently muid- 

ed, he ſaid, that it was very probable; that he himſelf 
tart of a piece of conduct on a fimilar occaſion, tha! 
was equally ſtrange. A miniſter diſtributing tokens to 
dus people, to ſave time, took hold of the bottom of the 
toke cn-bag, and ſcattered them all round in the church - 
rard, adding, Gather them there, there is no occaſion I 
lhouid tarry to diſtribute them | For thel: things ls 
have given my authorities, not vouching farther for 
tneir truth, | - 
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But let me add ſome things that fell mond imme ſiate- 
ly under my own oblervation. To converſe with fo 
men, you would think they had adopted the max. 
ims of the wicked, of whom Job ſpeaks They /a _ 
to God, Depart from us ; for we defire not the &; 
lodge of thy ways. What ww the Almighty, that we 
Should ferve him ? and what profit ſbuuðmͥ we hane : f ue 
gray unto him! Job xxi. T4, 15. Wiſhing to concl an 


admonition to one, who ſecmed to poſſeſs too nach of 


nis temper, I introduced myſelf thus; I have a mm. 
ber of relations in your pariſh, Sir, I am afraid they 
neglect. the worſhip of God in their families, ] know 
your advice will have weight with them; I hope you 
_ ivr them up to that important duty. In fo jay. 

, 1 tpoke my real ſentiments. His reply was, My 
Dk Je are an honeſt upright people; you may leave 
What you pleate out ail night in any part of may par ith, 
and it is as ſafe in the morning, as though under lock 
and key. I expreſſed mylc If happy to hear ſuch a che. 
raQer of the people; bht added, There 5s a mater pl 
difference betwixt common hooelty, and real piety. He 
faid, I believe my people are a ptous good people, 28d 
Tally love God. Love God, ſaid I, and not orlhip 
lim in their families! O, ſays he, we may be good e- 


nough, and Keep our. religion within our own. breaſts. 


In aniwer to this, I quoted theſe words of Scrinture, 
Vith the heart man belteveth unto righteouſneſs, a nd it] 
the mouth confe//ion ts made unto ſalvation. His reply 
ſeemed intended to ridicule the very idea of domeRic 1c. 
ligion, as if it were all cant and hypocriſy, 1 have feen 
à man, ſays he, tried for ſtealing a horſe, and it 
proved on his trial, that aſter he committed this w: Yee 
deed, he went heme and had worſhip with his fanny. 
Wich an air of triumph, as if he had ſuſfictently prov» 
ed his point, he exclaims, There the conduct of your 
great religious folk ! 

A nutober of his people, my own relations and others, 
waited ſor my return, When I told them how much 


' they were indebted to their miniſter for the exce/!vil 
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character he gave them, they replied, Ve may be good 
or bad for him. 

Thais ſame gentleman have I heard celebrating u dil- 
ſpated youth, with whom he had been in company 
ſome preceding night, as a young man of an exceeding 
good heart, at the very time he told, oat this good- 
hearted, promiſing youth, made cvery effort in his 
power to get his father drunk; that he chit blunt the 
cage of his refles ions on his own extravayance and diſ- 
(pation. It is ſcarce poſlible to x on a clearer prot 
of a wicked heart; and yet all this ſeemed a yory vena) 
fn, if not a laudable thing, in the eyes of this maſter in 
lfract | This reverend gentleman is ſo very unfond ol 
praying, at which, it would appear, he is ma novic e, 
that being called in as he paſſed along the road, to pray 
ſor one of his pariſhioners, who was a dyi ing, be flew 
into a pallton, exclaiming, Why bn double me to come and 
ce that man? he is not yet bad enough to be prayed 
for! He would not open his lips cer to cotaftut him, 


or to pray for him; yet the poor man died very ſoon 


thereafter. Is it any wonder one ſhiould . fel concern 
for relations that arc committed to the pallocal care ot 
ſuch a ſhepherd ! Heaven pity the poor flu! This 
reminds me of what two honeſt farmers, in ue of the 
pariſhes in which my brother miſtonary and I had re- 
peatedly preached, aſſured me, That they could declare 
upon their honeſt word, that their miniſter, tor the eight 
vears he was then over thera, bad not once prayed for a 
uck perſon in his parith ; that when once detired to go in 
and pray for his dooc neighbour and paritiioner, who 
was at tlie point of death, he replied, with tom? degree 
of reſentment, Pray for him it would be an act of great- 
er charity to bring a a iiddle to play at his bed-ſide! Lo, 
theſe are part of their ways; but how ſmall! a portion 
can fall within the compatls of any individual's know- 
ledge, and fill leſs can he communicate to the public 
lor many things are of ſuch a nature as not to bear to 
coamanicated, * O what have they to anſwer for, 
no 1trude ſuch men on a poor people | ITheſe ſa; ely 
re the men that claim the attention of the Genera! 
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Aſſembly, and to whom their Paſtoral Admon: tion 
ſhould have been addrefled, 

Some of the above things took place when I was re. 
turning from my firſt miſſion, and preached a day ia 
this poor deſolate pariſh. I was ſent for ton village 
that lay but a little way from the manie, to vifit two 
diſtreſſed perſons. Theſe were the mother and the 
daughter, the former of whom lay about fix months, 
and the other fo many weeks in a mortification, winch 
threntened ſoon to cur her off. The poor girl, about 
fifteen years of age, was in great diitreſs of mind about 
her approaching diſſolution; but no intreaties could 
procure a viſit of their miniſter; and indeed he would 
prove but a miſerable comforter. Some of the mit ine 
telligent of his people aſlured me, tuat the very name 
of Chriſt would not be heard out of his month in the 
pulpit, no not, perbaps, for fix weeks running, Beth 
ſermons and prayers may be very deficient even where 
that name is often uſed ; but what muſt they be, when 
it is wholly ſuppreiied ? I have told this to a worthy 
clerrymun of the Eſtabliſned Church, who has got 5 
very genteel congregation, and was once a Tutor in a 
contleman's family in that nts, He told me hat he 
neard all his ſermon: repeated over and over ag2 in; and 
that there was not a word in them but a Dei? might 
deliver; that they wholly confifted of ſome me: aph pfical 
arguments to prove the being of God, and of ſome dry 
| harrangues upon ſome of his natural attributes, and on 
{ore moral virtues. There is much more Chriftiani:y in 
Mahomet's Alcoran, added he, than in any thing | ever 
heard from him, It was an affecting ſaying of an intelli- 
gent gentlewoman in theſe bounds-—Mr D. God could 
icarceſend a heavier ſcourge on the Highlands of Scot aud 
than the preſent clergy.—Said a certain gentleman, Had 
we Diflenters of character and abilities among us, the 
Mſtabliſned Clergy might ſhut their church- doors, but 
the poverty of the Highlands binds them down upp 
us, whether we will or not. 

One of theſe, who thinks nothing of proſaning the 
Sabbath hunſelf, in purſuing ſecular buſineſs, to make a 
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fair ſbew of piety before the people, {ſummoned ſome of 
the m reſpectable in his pariſh: before his Seſſion, be- 
caule they had cauſed the maid of the public hovie to 
root up with her hand a ſew early potatoes, which grew 
in the garden, on their ſacrament fait-day, and make 
them ready for dinner. As if this were a chighty crune, 
he infiſted upon their ſubmitting to an admouition or 
cenſure for it, before they would be ſerved with tokens; 
and was celebri ited by the common oor {or his ſtrid- 
ne's ad kes , the very thing perhaps for which 
he ifhed. Some men can ſtrain at a guat, and yet ſ al- 
low s camel; can be very ſtrict in oþbſ-rving the tradi- 
hens of the elders, wine very lax in their obedience to 
the commands of God. 

Adv iverting to ſuch things in men of fo facred a pro- 
fell hn, muſt we not Tee the propriety and necd of pray- 
ing, that the Lord, whot: grace Can convert 2 multi- 
tude even of fuck ; prictts to the auth, would fulfil his 
_ by the prophet Malachi? rd be u it us a 
refiner ind piertfier of even, and be foal! purify the ſons 
- of Levi, 4 We them as fold and fit: er, that they may 
Her unte the Lord an of ring in rightcouſueſs. Then 
ſhall the offering of Juda and Tert/alem be pleaſant un- 
to the Lord, Much need have many of the profeſſed 
ſons cf Levi of this purification and purging ; and the 

lage planly intimates, that while ſtrangers tc it, the 
offerin g of Judoh ard Jeratalem, through their hands, 
their Prayers and praies, cannot be plezfant unto the 
Lord. 1 would warmly recommend to ſuch to read with 
ſerious attention, and perſonal application, what God 
has addreſſed to men of their characte of old, by the 
mouth of his praphets, Mal. ii. Ter. xxiii. Among Os 
ther ſerious things in the latter paſlap e, we have the 
tollowing, I am againſt them that prophecy falſe dreams, 
wil aue my people to err by their lies, and by their 
het fs; yer I ſent them not, nor commanded them 3 
therefor: they faul not pr it thzs people at all, faith the 
Lord. Will tue Mo High mike ſuch men uſeful to 
thoſt who hear them, at the expence of falfitying his 
word? No, verily, They are Satan's purveyors, the 
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maia pillacs of his kingdom, the nuricry- men that pre. 
pare plants for his infernal "regions, and the great. 
eft curſe that can be inflid ed on a poor people in a pre. 
ſent world. Where no viſion is, the people periſh. Wi, here 
the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch, Where 
the leaders cauſe the people to err, they that are Jed of 
them are deſtroyed ; for to laith the Lord. 

The unclean of old were removed out of the camp of 
Iſrael, by the expreſs command of the Aimighty, in- 
fead of being permitted to officiate in it; and wor (fin)! 
be to thoſe who pay no regard. to that injunction. Chis 
reaſon is aſſigned by the Lord, That tb defile not be 
camps in the midſt of which 1 dwell; and does nat that 
reaſon hold equally ſtrong with regard to his viſible 
church ? 

But ſuch characters are not confined to this or that 
corner of the land, they too much abound every where, 
to the great hinderance of the goſpel of Chriit, an the 
triumph of its enemies, Having been appointed laſt year 
by the Prethytery, with which 1 tood then connected, 
to preach in one of their forming congregations o the 
borders of the north Highlands, took 1 up my lodging in 
the chief inn, about five on Saturday evening. W nile 
a cup of tea was getting ready, a dreadful noiſe is hea: 
m the adjacent room, attended with high words that foon 
iſſued in blows. Every moment J expected the par- 
tition would be laid on the floor. One of the people to 
whom I was to preach next day, was with me in the rum, 
aud had the precaution to bolt the door. We heard 3 
female voice attempting to pacify them, and upbraict ing 
them for their conduct. Who ſhould this be but in 
landlady, who, in attempting to ſet them aſunder, got 
her arm very much hurt. She came into my room: in 
a few ſeconds, quite diitreiled ; and ſaid, Sir, J am ſorty 
you {hould be diſturbed ; will vou. pleaſe come down 
| airs to another room. It is a ſhame to men of their 
coat to act in ſuck a manner, Who ſhould the com- 
batants be but two neighbouring clergymen, the one of 
the church cf England, and the other of the church 


of Ccotland; and what made ther conduct the mos g 
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gravated, the latter was to aiſiſt next day at the admini- 
{ration of the Lord's ſupper, and the Other to officiate 
to his own people. The ground of their quarrel I un- 

derſtood was, each had a piece of ground adjacent to 
that of the other, on which their cartie ſometimes trel- 
paſted. They had fought, 1 was told, about two weeks 
before in a public market on the ſame account. Jlearn- 
ed that this affair produced a Preſbyteriol iuveſtigation, 
it be! ing fo glaring, and the offender, tho' not very o'd 
n yczrs, inured to ſuch tricks. Such men and their 


b-cchren may be angry.at thus plain! F anmadverting O!L 


ſuch conduct; but let them be ang ry at themiclves "and 
the tranſgre "IS for if they pr oclaim their own fins as 
Sodom, refuſe to be amet of them, and hide them 
20t; it is an act ol juſtice, and of charity too, to expoſe 
then to the public cenfure they ſo r:chly deſerve; and 
thoſe who would defend or palliate them, make them- 

{elves acceflary to ſuch crunes and their conſequen: . 

I remarked to the Drawer, whe: covering the table, 
nat | was ſorry to fee ſuch a proof of the need they had 
of ſome to come and preach the [ave among them. 'You 
teard but little, Sir, of What we ſee; for it is a very 

common thing here to ſee ene 30 away 02 Sun- 
day. 114 ruing ſo drunk as not to be able to ke: p their 
horſe. The family being accuſtomed to the vitts of ſuch 
der as may be ſuppoſed to be more ready to ſwear 
han to pray, it was not {© ſurprifing they could not be 
prevalled on to meet for prayer even on the Lord's da 

evening, tho? in other reſpetts very attentive and diſcreet, 
It was currently reported, that th. C lergyman of the piace 
llad applied to his noble Patron, co po { itop to the 
preaching of Itinerants; but he dechned to inet tere, pro- 
babl ; - perſuaded there was toomuch need of them. Inſtead 
of pre hibiting, ke permitted his ſer ants to attend, and 
as {zen one day to liſten for a conſiderable time over 
one of his walls, Being in the adjacent country, It 
in excurſion a little way to the Highlands, and embraced 
tren, opportunity of preaching, {© that in the courſe of 
gn Jays, I delivered about twelve difcourles. The 
01:0 ſeemed to hear Divine truths with gladneſs, cave 
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cordial thanks for the opportunities given them, and 
earneſtly requeſted my returu as ſoon as poſſible. Here 
the fame complaints of the negligence, Ws. of the Cler. 
gy were to be heard as in other diftrifts of the High. 
lands; and it is much to be wiſhed there were no cauſe, 
A city ſet upon a hill cannot be hid. Much would 
wiſh to viſit ſuch places, did ci cumſtances permit, not. 
withſtanding the ſervice be not the moſt flattering to the 
natural paſſions of the human heart, or the moſt caſy in 
iis obſervance.--T believe it is time ] {hould bring du 
epiſtle to a cloſe, and ſhall only beg once more to trou, 
ble you, and J have done. Withing we may fin grace 
to improve our every preſent privilege, and that thete 
may be tranſmitted unmpaired to lateſt poſterity, and 
ſoon extended to the ends of the earth, I remain, ear 
Sir, yours with cordial affection, c. 
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Dan SIR, f 
OU were pleaſed to aſk the favour of a particulier 
account of my late miſſion. I have complied du 
your requeſt, and, in minuteneſs of detail, perhaps c. 
ceeded your expectation. Willingly would I have cone 
cluded the narrative with my lai, but could not fo ab. 
ruptly. If I cannot farther gratify your curioſity, | 
beg leave however once more to ſolicit your can: at- 
teution. The chief object in view, to ſhew the itate 0! 
religion in theſe diſtricts of the Highlands, where you 
friend had acceſs to travel, and the claim the people ha,. 
on the commiſeration of fellow Chriſtians, led to men- 
tion ſome circumſtances that would be otherwife peticd 
over in filence. In this view they may be intcreſting 
though in every other unworthy of notice. 

To the forming congregation where I preached h. 
appointment in the place referred to above, I was led 
to make a few remarks, the juſtice and propriety 0 
which I refer to you. Speaking of our Lord 25 
in Zion, and of his people hearing his voice in Un 
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character, I added, That ones of the royal immunities 
beltowed on his Church was, the right of chuling their 
own paſtors, to break the bread of life to bis people: 

That where this right was denied, or counteracted, his 


royal prerogative was infringed, and an nnalienable claiin.- 


of bis people made of none effect. That the laws of the 
ſtate in effect acknowledged nis right in the people, 
by guaranteeing to them the exerciſe of it, or the righ: 
of chuſing thei: own paſtors, provided they ſupport them, 
though not in connection with the eſtabliched church. 
The ſubject under conſideration, hearing Chriſt's voice, 
naturally led to ſuch remarks; and the late application 
of the people for relief from the yoke of patronage, 
ſeemed to make them ſcaſonable. None on the ſpot, fo 
far as I could learn, thought otherwiſe, except one 
woman, who was ſaid to have remarked, O, have we 
not an act of Parliament for it? Some, howcver, who 
might be thought zealous for our Lord”: kingly hon- 
ours, made free to ſpeak againſt this, as not connected 
with preaching the goſpcl. Different people have dif- 
ferent views of what is compriſed in preaching the goſ- 
pel; but to your friend it appears, that a preacher can- 
not be free from the blood of all men, if he ſhun to de- 
clare any part of the counſel af God. 

Having had occaſion to preach on theſe words not 
long ſince, And the Lord ſard unto the fervant, Go out 
into the high. WA ys and hed ges, and compel them to come 

that my ho 9% fe may. be fill-d; Luke xiv. 23. your 
eee A elt his mind much impreſſed with a ſenſe 
of die obligation he as well as others lay under of going 
farther in obedience to that command than cuſtom ſanc- 
tions. He therefore embraced opportunities of preach 
ing in adjacent villages, and had ſome reaſon to hope 
th-{e feeble efforts were not in vain. One day he preached 
to 2 number of fithermen, who were noted for caring 
much more for their nets than their fouls. They a1 
ſembled in the open air, and a number of gente! 
people attended, who happened to be there for the 
lake of ſea- bathing, ſome of whom would never, in 


#4 probability, ſet their foot in a Diiliiting place of 
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worſhip. At the cloſe of the ſervice, a Lady wl bad 
attended all the time, with her huſband, and ſery: ants, 
exclaimed, © See that you make a go: od uſe of tlie Ser. 


ſpeaker, he thanked her, and ſail he came not tiere tg 
preach for money, at which the ſeemed 1urprifed. The 
poor people here and eifewhere earneſtly wiſhed to have 
fach viſits repeated. 

{ tnnted page 98, that I might have occaſion to re. 


ed Gizlgow, a certain intelligent young man, uh ap. 
peared trul . religious, called and gave me ſome ac 0unk 
of a late excurſion he had to the Highlands. *mong 
other tlinps, he ſaid that he happened to be preſent 

vheu that clergy man read a very ſtrange letter, which 
be had from the pariſh miniſter, the Volunteer of whom 
J had occaſion to fpeak already. Toe purport on the 
letter was to warn the people not to hear any but the 
Etabliked Clergy, and if they went to hear any of the 
Miſiogaries, or, as he was pleaſed to call them, thee 
ſtrohiog, vagrant preachers, they would receive neither 
baptiſm, marriage, nor communion from their parila 
miniſter. It was his own comment that chicfly ſur. 
priſed and offended this gentleman. I have repertel. 
« ly warned you, (ſays he) to beware of thele vagrants, 
« whom neither God nor man called to your bounds; 
* and now you ſee by what authority I ſpake.” While 
he went on for ſome time at this rate, murmuts were 
heard through che whole cohgregation; and the peop! 

ſaid and! ibly | to one another when diſmilling, © Our mi- 
„ niſters muſt be bad men, elſe they could not be gry 
& at us for hearing any of God's ſervants, that come © 
«« bring us his word.” This franger waited immediate- 
Iy on him, nd being of a bold ondenuted [pirit in the 
things of God, thus accoſted him “ 1 came, Sir, chis 
« day to your place of Worſhip, in 8 to hear a 801. 
&« pet ſermon, and J was not diſappointed; I thought 
« you exalted Chriſt in your diſcourſe. But in reading 
« yon letter, and the corament you made upon it, you 
© attempted to let your foot on his breaſt. L oν voy 
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& well know, that the Clergy around you never preach 
a the goſpel, and, it I am not miſin formed, feel to your 
« coſt, that they do not exemplify it in their conduct. 
| 6 Providence ſent me this day to witneſs your bitter re- 

© proach of the ſervants of God, who came lately to 
« preach the goſpel among you, and of Chrift in chem; 
„d I'll bear witneſs againſt you for this day's con- 
duct at the great day, as will alſo your own people, 
« who have likewiſe heard your reproaches.” 

The young man ſaid, that, while he thus ſpoke to 
him, he continued to wring his hands, faymg, I with 
J had never ſeen that letter] wiſh it had been burnt; 
« bnt what could I do? J am but a fervaat.” I was 
mured, that he and the pariſh miniſter were at fo h-vart=- 
ance for a couple of years, that they would not {peak to 
each other when they met; that this variance Was Ow-s 
ing to an attempt made to get kim drunk on the Sab- 
by th evening of their ſacrament, or to a ſolemn declara- 
non, that he would not be allowed to fir out of the 
toom till he drank off a bottle of ſpirits that was laid 
delore him, when it was known, that he had made a 
flemn reſolution, to his honour, againſt drinking to ex- 
dels, by which, it would appear, he had been previouily 
overtaken, Being a ſtrong man, he made his eſcape, in 
ite of all the forcible efforts made to detain, him, by 
the miniſter of the place, and his aſſiſt ing brother or 
fethren, Theſe things were of ſuch a nature as not 
to conceal ; but he was now content to be tius man's 
tool, whom he otherwiſe deteſted, that he might black- 
en the characters of perſons who cordially wiſhed his 
welfare, and the ſucceſs of his manifiry. It muſt hows 
ever be recollected, that he was then lying beſide the 
pool, waiting for a dip into the troubled waters; and 
be ſoon found a lucky dip, the reward of his intemperate 
teal, obnoxious as he had before been, by being preſenta 
ed to a good benefice © 


* This is the Clergyman who was ſaid to have aſſerted, 25 ob- 
ed before, or circulated, to the prejudice of the miſhon, that our 
dice © was to excite ſedition; but! in this iav an charge he way noc 
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The firſt time I preached in the Highlands, an Heri. 
tor, who was a member of Seſſion, introduced me on the 
Friday evening to his miniſter, ſaying, Mr ——, I Hans 


brought you a preacher. He replied, You are r 


welcome ; I would thank you to bring me one every 
Friday night. While at tea, he aſked, if { could preach 


venerable character Stephen, perhaps profeilors too, who tas, 


We have beard lim ſpeal blaſthemous ard againſt Moſer, and agiinft Gt 
mw T his man ceaſfeth not to ſpeak blaſphemous word: againſt this buly Mace 24 
Ae law, Acts vi. 11,13. Baſe and wicked as their conduct was, 
their teſtimony, however, weighed in a profeſſee and conſtitute!) 
court of juſtice, to procure the condemuation of this primicive wor. 
thy, to a capita! puniſhment, or furniſhed a ſpecious pretext for 
Upon this part of Scripture hiftory, Dr Doddridge remarks, with 
Nis uſual propricty-— The vileſt charge may, as in this inftzace, be 
* fixed upon the moſt worthy men; piety may be deiamed as bla. 
* phemy, and that which is the true love of our country as treaſon 


<4 apainſt it: But there is one ſupreme Lawgiver and Jndyc, who 


«4 will not fail, fooner or latter, to plead the cauſe of injnred too 
« ence. And when we read of this vile attack that was mate by 
« perjury on the character aud life of Stephen, we may take ces 
4 ſion to adore that wiſe and powerful providence, which ſo rcniack 
fs 2bly exerts itſelf to defend our reputation and our lives fron 
falſe and vcuomous tongues which, were it not for that ſco £1 
« vzftble reſtraint, might, like a two-edged ſword, fo quien . 
* ſtroy both.” — Although your friend does not pretend to compare 
bimſelf to Stephen; yet he can honeſtly ſay, that he has 2« cordial. 
ly wiſhed the happineſs of tis country, and its rulers, in which be 
will not yicld to any, and to promote that bappincſs, io far as in 
his power, in the ſphere agned him in Divine providence. 
Wiiether men will hear or diſregard the admoritions he } 
ten dcred to them in jehovah's name, the God of truth and hen.. 
will cegard them, and one day ſhall they prove a swift witacths « 
gainſt impenitent workers of iniquity in theſe lands; the day of 
whoſe vita ion is at hand, which ſhall come as 2 ſudden dc fruition 
from the Aumgity, and ſet them up to future generations as gc. 
examples of his righteous vengeance. Lord, who may abide tt 
day oi thy comi:.g? which ſhell burn as an oven, when all the 
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, hall be as ſtubble, an 
conſume them, faith the Lord God of hoſts, leaving them her 
700t nor branch, Mal. iv. 1. Prepare thyteif, O Britain, to beet 
Tong inſulted God on that decifive day; for with him is 
Mijeſty, ard it is a feariul thing to fall into the hands of an gt) 
Almighty God, who hath ten thouſand different inſtruments 
command, wich which to puniſh the wicked and vngod!y turd 
hide thy (:rvauts in chambers of ſecurity, until thy dread indignz* 
tion pals away! for, lo, Thou art coming out of thy place i. nua 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity ; when the gart als 
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in Gaelic, and being told I had made ſome attempts that 
way 3 Then, ſaid he, you will-take both diſcourſes. To 
keep him no longer in ſufpence, I told bim, that tho? 
| was a preacher, it was in the Relief, not in the Eſta- 
bliſhed Chuzeb; but if agreeable to him, I would 
preach in his pulpit on Sabbath, as the people defired 
jt, Why did you tell me that? faid he; I could ho- 
neſtly ſay, I took you for a preacher in the Eſtabliſhs 
ment, they could only blame me for not inquiring bet- 
ter. I told him, I would take no advantage ot him, or 
zny other Gentleman; but if, aſter he knew what I 

was, he choſe to grant the requeſt of hw elder, and ma- 
ny others in the parith, I could have no objection to 
preach. He reited his difficulty wholly on his brethren. 
fzid he could g give Vis pulpit to a Roman Catholic prieſt, 


and ſhall no longer cover her lain of the preſent, and of paſt gene- 
rations, Ila. xxvi 26. 

God is performing 2 great, a terrible work in the earth, but it 
we it be ju righteouſneſs. The angel to whom is entruſted the Make 
ing vengeance” on the enemies of God, and who huth power over 
be, ſeems to be coming forth from the altar, where to many of the 
ats have been ſlain, and to be crying with a leud cry to him that hath 
te Sap fickle. ſaying, Thruſt in thy fiele, and gate e 6: 'ufter of the vine 
„ te earth, for ber grapes are Jerry ripe. Great * Neon 7 's coming in re- 
memorance before God, to give unto ber th: cup ef the wine of the fie reengſi of 
li, wroth, How ſeaſonable «ud important the crhortation then, 
Come out of ber 2 y penple, that ye be not partater: of ber fans, and that ye re- 
ceive not of her Pa us For ber fins have reached unto 22 an] Gad hath 
remembered her iniquit.-1. The cup that ſbe hath filled fill to her double. 

Let Chriſtians let Proteſtants take warning, and beware of ſup- 
porting, either „directly. or indireQly, thoſe iy ſtems which God hath 
Aured us muſt periſh, and againſt which his artillery is directed. 

It is extre:uciy dangerous to form any cloſe conneCtior. with the c- 
nemies and pericentors of the faints of God, who have ſo often ut- 
tereq their blaſphemies in tas teraple ; eſpecially at the time when 
h- is about to viſit their crimes upon them. ut if Joſt to their 
principles ;—if bliaded and infatuated by prejudice, and miſſed by 
the lying and deluding ſpirits which are abroad in the earth, Pro- 
teſtante thould caſt their lot with theſe Eaſtern and Weſtern powers, 
which have for ages been the main pillars of Satan's kingdon in the 
earth, generations to come will with ſolemn awe read the conſe» 
quences. Let us betware ig that come upon us which 5s [poker of i in the 
Frophite HBebeld, ye d. err, and t oer, and periſe for 1 work in your 
duns, @ vor which you fall in ng "rife belie ue, th ough a man owe it wnls 


you. O Lord, correct us, but with Jud. ment ; net ia thins eager, !:7 iben 
ering us to nothing { Jer, x 24 
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believing there were good men of all religions. Per. 
haps many, who joined in the late Paſtoral Admoni ion, 
could adopt the tame language, He did not at that 
time object to his people hearing in the open air, tho? 
he violently did at an after period. Then he ſolicited 
a Juſtice of Peace to interpoſe his authority, and, when 
he could not prevail, an officer of Volunteers to come 
and apprehend me, offering to reward the men with as 
much drink as they piceſed at his expence. Of these 
and other ſimilar attempts, your friend had certain in- 
formation before he left that country and fince. 

Bat you will not be ſurprifed at this when [ tell 
vou, that he was the greateſt opponent a couſin of his 
own hal in the preſbytery, for no other reaſon the pro- 
ple could aſſigu, but that he was a young man of pro- 
miling talents. With this young man I was well ac 
quainted, haviag paſſed through ſeveral of the claſſe to. 
gether, and formed particular intimacy. He taught in 
a Gentleman's family, who procured him @ promiſe of 
a preſentation. The preſbytery had acceſs to know ie, 
and though he had gone through a regular courſe of 


itudy, and was of an unexceptionable character, cy 


defignedly retarded his trials, till the patron was ob!:. 
ged to preſent another perſon; who, when he heard this 
candidate afterwards preach, was quite offen ded at thr 
preſbytery, as were alſo the people. But none, they 
laid, oppoted him more violently than his own cou.) 

a clear proof how far certain conſiderations Carry men 
in ſuch caſes, 

Were I to preach in the Highlands again, J would 
permit no collection to be made for the poor; for c 
the elders were always on the ſpot, and collected it, 
yet was it invidiouſly remarked, that ſurely the balf 
was not given to the Seſſion, conſidering the (91g 1 
people that attended. And in one caſe, of which 1 we? 
alluced, the incumbent ſaid to one of hi- pariihion=! s, 
on Monda: morning, „What think you of this chit 
de that has come: among us?“ Who do you mean ? fa 
the other. I mean that preacher you had yeſterda) ; 
„he has carried away the poor's money.” No, replicc 
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the other, ſomewhat indignant, you have got had ſuch 
collection for a long time ; inſtead. of taking it away, 
he has given a ſhilling himſelf, which fomewhat tofte 
encd him. 

As for the rumour: in circulation, reſpecting whet 
lome have called the good natured vices, I trouble you 
not with theſe, though they often make part of the con- 


ver {ation of the ſocial circle, The Lord complained of 


old, and there is rcaſon to fear the ground of compleint 
's not yet cealed ; Mine beart within me is broken bie 
eaife of the falſe prophets ; for the land i full F a- 
dulterers, and mourns bes "auje of ſwearing. For bor 
prophet and pri are profane ; vc, in my houſe have 1 
found their wickedneſs, faith the Tord. They commit a- 
dultery, and go on n fulſehood 5 they ſirengthen alſo the 
Janas of evil doers, that none returns from his wicked 
20%. No wonder the Lord ſhould threaten, that! ey 
cannot profit the people at all, however-zpt to truſt in 
them, and to prefer them to the truly faithful, becaute 
they entertain their liearers avith 2 Loot dale, and the 
deceits of their own Hheerr, 

If the ſweariug of ſoldiers, and ſailors and others, 


may make © land mourn ; ſurely when this Heaven 


daring VICC pretumes to rear her unh lowed head at the 
very altar, it s time for Goo to Werk. | have been 
alu red, that this is too frequently the cafe in the coun 
wr) 0 in queſtion, and perhaps elizwhere in th iſle.— The 


ecper of a public-houſe declarad, that his tuiniſter ng. 


4 eig Ihourmg gentleman had laid a bet of two Scots 

puits of whiſky, who of c. em ſhould ride his norte firſt 
hom the diſtance of, fix owies to che end of his houts. 
This fon ob Levi, this Ro gentleman of the Whip, 
maintained that he won the bet. The people around 
were called, and this water of life was drunk amadic 
outs and huzzas, in which their ſpiritus! guide led 


he van. At the payment there was ſome diſpute, which 


led the reverend doctor to deliver, in the hearing ot them 

al, a new coined oath, that would make the hars of 4 

veteran in the art to ſtand on end.—A gentleman Over. 

kenring the ſervants of another clergyman ſwearing it. 
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the kitchen 2peatedly by the devil, who is thus toe 
often deified, faid, Why, Sir, I think the man of the 


* Gn has got to your houſe alſo.” Aſking what he 


meant by the man of the Gn, he replied, The devil; 
for I hear all the people in your pariſh ſwear by him, 
and I have called him the man of the Gn, after the 
name of your pariſh. Upon this he goes to the Lit. 
chen, and accoſts the maids in their native language; 
An ill, or miſerable, death to you, ye b--ch- es, can. 
„not ye hold your tongue while this man is in the 
% houſe *” But why ſhould 1 ſtain paper with ſuch 


things? 9 


Is it any wonder, that God ſhould leave their tongue 
to cleave to the roof of their mouth, when it ſhould 95 
iike the pen of a ready writer ? Is it ſurpriſing, they 
ſhould not have a word of exhortation to the people, or 
of ſupphcat!on to God, who can proſtitute the powers 
and organs of ſpeech—the glory of our frame if in- 
proved aright, to the worſt of purpoſes ? I recollec of 
one of theſe men of might, who was miniſter in the 
neighbourhood of a gentleman? s family in which 1 once 
tanght. He would diſpatch the longeit chapter in the 
Bible at one lecture, and though ke always read it twice 
deliberately, he could ſcarce make it ſerve the half hour. 
Lefturing one day on the fourth of Matthew, he cod 
not ſpin out his jejnne remarks for near that time. He 
expreſſed his hope, the people would not expect he 


mould continue fo long as uſual ; becauſe, faid he, This 


is a barren part of Scripture. Poor man the bar ren- 
nels was in his bram.---A {range farce took place with 
this gentleman at 2 Summer tacrament, He was to 
preach f:rit in the tent. Being a corpulent man, and 
the day very warm; when he gave out the Pſalm, aud 
fat down, he fell falt af ecp. The precentor ſang oi, 


Siving a look now and then over his ſhoulder. The 


brother who was to ſucceed, hearing Pſalms ſing ing at 
the tent, and knowing his brother to be a ſhort prexch- 
ex, Or rather reader of aa old tarined paper called a er- 
mon, went out. He found his brother afleep, and thinke 


ing he had diſpatched his fervice, he proceeds to 
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er, without diſturbing his repoſe. Our drowſy preach- 
er awakes about the midſt of. it, and pulls Lack bis 
brother repeatedly by the ſleave, which at length pro- 
duced ſuch a thruſt from bis Abou, as made him - 
ſtagger. The ſcene was like to be rather ſerious, very 
unlike the occaſion on which they were met; hut they 
had no elbow room, ſo that the diſpute could not be in- 
ſtantaneoutly adjuſted. The one not deigning to ex- 
plain, or the other ſcorning to accept of an expjanation, 
they came to blows next day, to ſhew they were yet 
members of the church militant, that loves to >oaRt” of 
ſuch heroes -in her train.— The aggretlor was one day 
eroſſing in the ferry-boat, and a Highlander, who bad 
got half. intoxicated, was giving an oath, Some of his 
fellow paſlengers ſaid, Take care what you ſay, do not 
you fee the miniſter ? Donald looking broad in the 
ynifter's face, ſaid, in broken Englith, * Goot bleſs 
4 me, is that be you Gn 5-—t man? whatfore man 
but ye preach a better goſpel to the folk? which 
turned the laugh en the mute parſon, wo muit have 
felt rather difagreeably on the occafion. 

I have dope with theſe anecdotes, tho“ many more 
might have been eaſily added. I am perinaded, you 
will allow with me, that the poor people canuot be in 
a very enviable ſituation, who are cotumitted to the 
paitoral care of ſuch guides, Would they be muck 
worfe off, think you, if they had none but Itinerants 
to inſtruct and lead them ? Indeed, many of the High- 
Enders know little uſe for Clergymen but to marry and 
daptize ; and therefore, they are menaced with the for- 
feiture of theſe, ſhould they not be ſubmiſhve, a threat 
the moit alarming to the bulk of the people. How far 
ſuch a ftate of things tends 10 introduce and cherith 
Deiſm, and practical Atheiſm, is not difficult to define. 
dvernment, and the great people in general, have a 
much greater intereſt in encouraging faithful goſpel 
miniſtry in tlie land, than they perhaps imagine. Pa- 
tronage has had a wonderful influence in producing and 
reuring the above nox1ous plants, and it requires no 
un common lagacity, to enable us to predict the conſe- 
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quences. There is inch a thing in the natural world 
a5 certain animals devouring their own parents ; and 
the lame is ſometimes exemplified in the moral world 
allo. It is more than probable, that infidelity is one of 
the moſt dreadful ſcourges, with which God ſhall chat. 
tite thoſe nations that have profeſſed Chriſtianity, but 
counteracted its ſpirit, precepts, and examples, till he 
conſume the wicked, and formialifts, and hypocrites, a- 
mong them with the breath of his mouth, and the 
brightnefs of his coming; for 2% the blajt of God they 
periſh, and by the breuth of hs noflrils are the 'y Confum. 
ed, Job iv. 9. Woe, woe ſhall be te the who have 
contributed directly, or indirectly, to the growing inf. 
delity of the day, when the Lord enters TR [ 5 47 it! 


It is a ſad cnle, when the doQrines ar l xamplis of 


thoſe, who ſhould be like the he- -goats before the flock, 
too natively tend io baniſh every thing Uke religion, 
both in theory and practice, from among a j20ple. „In 1 
not-every one know, who allows himſelt but for a mo- 
ment to reflect, whoſe intereſt they ſerve that can 
fuch a part? Such are none ol the {pots of God's cl. 
dren, Our Lord ſaid to the unbeheving Jews, 7: 4; 
the deeds of your father ; ye are of your father the dnl, 

and the luſts af your father qe wu! do. The tree 15 e. 
ver known by its fruit, It is not chatity, but the 4bule 
OL it, and of truth too, to call things differently tom 
what they really are. I withed to inſert an extract from 
a couple of letters, ſent by a gentlewoman iu the Highs 
lands, to my Brother miſſionary, in which ſhe urges the 
great need there is of vifiting the pariſh where [hr te- 
tides. While theſe letters do honour to the piety and 
ſenſibility of the writer, they alſo ferve to ſhew, © 
very forcible light, the leading object of this corre{pone 
dence. But having ſent them, with the ſame view is 
the Editor of a periodical publication, they count 
be recovered, 

You own your ſurpriſe, that whue Roman Catholics 
are tolerated by law to dilleminate their tenets 01) thc 
Zouth tide of the Tweed, and tench old and your:; 25 
they have opportunity, Proteſtant diſſenters ſhows 4 
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hindered to do the ſame in Scotland, unleſs they can 
produce the certificate of a Preſhytery, that has already 
prejudged their cauſe, and procure the ſanction of the 
civil magiſtrate, This privilege 1 is common to all Diſ- 
{enters there, who are permitted by Bithops and Rulers, 
to preach and Catechiſe, when and where they pleaſe. 
This conſideration eſcaped me when animadverting on 
the Committee's report; but it deſerves attention. 
Are the Engliſh clergy deſtitute of concern for the hon. 
our of their order, the ſtability of their church, and the 
ſecurity of their revenues, that they make no ſuch at- 
tempts as that lately made by the clergy of the Scots 
church? Is it becauſe that church is founded on the 
rock of poverty, as a high authority ſome years ago 
told us, that they are ſo anxious to fecure the ſupe:- 
ſtructure, and improve the baſs? On that rock it was 
then ſaid to be firmly founded; and if fo, what hach it to 
fear from the blaſts of a few rams horns m the mouths 
of filly vagrants? But, perhaps, it is expected, - that 
the clifts of that rock may yet yield much honey, and 
feared that theſe vagrants, in their ſtrolling excurſions, 
may rifle or diminiſh the delicious treature. There 
is no faying; for this is an age of worders, and it is cuſi- 
er to prevent than remedy an evil, though it ſhould not 
be forgotten, that both preventives and Temedies ſome- 
times prove corroſives in their application; whence 
— produce effects far more dangcrous than the diſ- 

e they were intended to remedy or prevent. - 

- You alſo expreſs your {: vrpriſe, that a denomination 
of Chriitians fo 1iheral as the „ ſhould ever bring 
themſelves to paſs ſuch a deed as cuts off « probationer 
or miniſter not having a thurge, entirely from the body, 
mond he preach to any of his fellow creatures in # 
place of worſhip not in their conne&ion, without their 
expreſs concurrence, You think this amounts to a re- 
wnncmg of their principles, and a going beyond any 
denomination in the land. Von are not ſingular in 
that opinion, The moſt rigid diſciplinarians among us, 
on forbid their people to hear miniſters of other de- 
norminations, againit whom they bear teſtimony; but 
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never, ſo far as I know, have attempted to lay any ſuch 
reſtraints on their probationers or miniſters of any de. 
ſcription whatever. The reaſon is obvious. In heer. 
ing other men, and joining with them in worſhip, they 
fo far bid them God ſpeed. But in preaching to others, 
even in their ſtated place of worſhip, or elſewhere, they 
hold no ſach communion with them, nor do they, by 
that deed neceſſarily approve of any of their religious 
tenets, except thoſe in which they are agreed. If this 
be not granted, then the apoſtles were the greateſt La- 
titudinarians that ever exiſted; for they preached to 
Jews, to publicans and finners, and to groſs idolaters of 
various forts; but will theſe gentlemen ſay, that they 
held communion with them on that account? But ſup. 
poſing men ever ſo far wrong in their religious views, 
ſhould we not have pity on thoſe we deem ignorant and 
out of the way, and be very thankful that they diſco- 
ver themſelves willing to be taught what we deem # bet- 
ter way? Is it the way to conciliate their minds to 
what we deem truth, to ſay in effect to them, Stand by, 
for we are hoher than you; we count you unworthy that 
our probationers, and miniſters, ſhould come under your 
rocf? Or is this the way to ferve the intereſts ot real 
Chriſtianity? Why ſhould a minf{er not having à charge 
have his right to preach the goſpel abridged? Is ut be- 
cauſe he does not draw a tool. or zol. per annum, for 
his fervices? This rewerd may be highly eſteemed a- 
mong men; but to reſt a miniſter's right, or qualiflica- 
tion to preach the goſpel upon it, muſt be an abomina- 
tion in the ſight of God. It is hard, that with the lots 
of a ſtipend, or ſtated means of ſubſiſtance, he ſhou!d ve 
alſo maimed in what he muſt ever hold dear as his rigl' 
hand and right eye, — his divine right to preach the gc 
pel to his fellow creatures, as he has opportunity, in- 
dependent of the will of man, who his no negative 0 
the expreſſed will of God. Upon the principle plzio- 
ly implied in that clauſe, theſe honeſt men, of all others, 
Lad the leaſt right to preach the goſpel to every ers- 
ture, who could ſay, Silver and gold have we none. Voo! 
men! they had no charge from which to draw a {\:pens; 
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but poor as they were, they made many rich, by their 
works of faith and labours of love, many more than 
thoſe who can boaſt of their thouſands and hundreds, 
Our bleitled Lord had no manſe—no glebe—-no ftipend 
he was a miniſler not having a charge in the ſcaſe of 
the Synod's deed ; but will church courts venture to ſay, 
that he had no right to preach the goſpel on that ac- 
count without the concurrence of the |ewiſh rulers or 
prieſts and ſcribes? 

What is juſt in the one caſe, would be ſo in the o- 
ther; for tae authority by which Chriſt and his apoſtles 
preached, and by which his ſervants have a right to 
preach in every age, is exactly the tame; for the com- 
miſſion has no reſtrictive clauſc as addreſſed to the lat- 
ter —it is equally full and unlimited as when addreſſed 
to the former, or exerciſ-d by our Lord himſelf. And 
where the common Maſter does not reſtrict or limit any 
of his ſervants, in the diſcharge of their truſt, they cer- 
tainly can have no right to reſtrict or limit one another, 
by any law or regulation of theirs whatever. It is ſin- 
fal to comply with that which others have no right to 
exact, as it would be a conntenancing and partektg 
of their fin. They have all one Matter in heaven, and 
all they are brethren and fellow-ſervants, among whom. 
perfect equality of rights thould prevail; and this the 
would do well never to forget, Where no law of Kis 
forbids an action, the doing of it can he no tronſgreſſion; 
but where an expreſs law of his commands that action, 
to pgeſume to forbid it, and that too, by an authority 
pretended to be deriv ed from himſelf, is ſuch 2 daring 
traalgreſſion, that T ſcarce know by what name to de- 
ag it. When minifters begin to beat their fellow ſer- 
vants with the rod of church- cen füte, the only puniſh- 
ment happily in their power, and to do it in the name 
of their common Matter, as if he gave his ſanction to 
ſuch conduct; and all this for doing what needs no Logic 
to make 1t appear perfectly conſonant to their init ue- 
tions from above, which «re neither numerous, ambigu- 
025, nor abftruſe, is, it not time for his ſervants to ſpeak, 

A for himſelf to work? Such as are thus diſpoſed to 
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beat their fellow labourers in the vineyard, would de 
well to bear in mind the fate of the ſteward in the rof, 
pel, who began to beat his fellow-ſervants, when nis 
Lord ſeemed to delay his coming, and fooliſhly imagin- 
ed, like modern church- men, that he had left the ole 
management of his houſehold to this his unfaithful (er. 
vant, and would never return to require an account. 

Your friend, tince he-laſt wrote you, has received a 
formal ſummons to anſwer at the bar of the Preſhytery 
for a tranſgreiſion of the law recorded, and an:madvcr. 
ted on in theſe letters. He means not to tbrink, but to 
let the caute have a fair hearing; not conſcious that he 
las tt anſgreſſed any law of Heaven iu that affair, though 
ne may have one of man's framing. 

I muſt conclade, however, at preient, but foreſee 
I mey have yet occaſion to addreſs you; beraue, if 

aay thing intereſting occurs, I may not find ſuch ano- 

ther opportunity. Meanwhile, remain, Devr Six, 
your cordial friend, Oc. . 
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Drax Sin, 
InTexDED to communicate to you ſome account qt the pro- 
cedure conſequent or what I refer to at the ciole of my 
lat, with ſome ſtricture upon the whole, all which I had com- 
mitted to paper tor that purpoſe but upon lecond thought, 
have determined not to be fo precipitate, I make no doubt 
but that account would ſurpriſe you, and any thro? whoſe 
hands it might pals, if any thing can now turprite that is done 
by a certain claſs of men; but ye perhaps eel too Hrongly 
in reflecting on a recent injury, or what we deem ſuch, to 
write of it in a calm, diſpaſſionate manner, until the -motons 
produced by it get time to ſubſide. 

Having othcially received, with in theſe d days, au atteſt- 
ed copy of a Sy nodical Law, more thau once referred to i: 
the courſe of this correſpondence ; ; juſtice to the frariers of 
that law, and indeed to all concerned, feems to require. it 
ould be inſerted. What appcared in a certain periodical 
paper as the law itlel!, has beeu previoully recorded, upon 
tie ſuppoſition It was really fo; but the ofhcial copy w ill ſerve 
to correct any miſtake that might ariſe rom any mutilated or 
abridged one, and allo to contribute to that juſt tribute ot 
eprlauſe, to which laudable zeal for the purity and dignity of 
the ſacred order, and paſtoral care of the people, ſo iutt}; en- 
tit! tle, in theſe times of bold innovation, and cleriea! kad, 

hey that do well, and zct in character, as circumf{ +025 ny 
require, ſhould have prave of the ſame, 

A Copy of a late Law of the Relief Synod. 
Tux Synod expreſsly Prohibit all their Probatione:s, and 
\tiniſters having no Con; Zregation, from preaching in pla- 
ene, and to Societies not in connection with, or under the 
ini! Pe of the Relief Body, without the cunrurence of 
* the Preibytery in whoſe bounds they may be rei: ling; and 
' erat, That it any Preſbytery thould learn that any Pro- 
, ens. or ſuch Miniſter, within their bounds, has veg 
trary to this Law, they ſhall without delay call hugs t9 
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* their bar, and admoniſſ him; but ſhould he tranſgreſs ti., 
& Lav @ ſecond time, he ſhall, % fats, be declared out 01 
© connection with the Relief Body in al! time come, 
% and the Preſbytery within whoſe bounds he has fo t ns. 
„ grefled ſhall inform the other Preſbyterics of their ce. 
„dure: And upon receiving un extract of this Law, eve: y 
« Pre(bytery fha!l furnich every Probationer or fach Mine- 
*« with a copy of it.“ 
Should auy of our Demccratic gentlemen happen to rend 
this law, his firſt remark upon it would probably be, Pie, 
of all re/igrons are alike! What a liriking affiraty to the ta. 
mous late procedure of certam mother-court, who may row 
view with complacency her dear reveited daugliters, return. 
ing to her arms, imbibing her ſpirit, copying her example 
und lending mutual aid in fupporting her decifions — We 
ſhould he all eady. in our place, by our mutual zid, ts en. 
der more permanent and notour deeds fo very memorable, 
which may hereafter be viewed with «dmiration, as the fe- 
mous productions of the c:giteenth century, and as ſuch ge- 
cupy a conſpicuous place in the cabinets of the curicus. lat 
upon this noted law I ofter no comment, lenving that, Sir, to 
your own judgment, and that of any who :nay have uc to 
peruſe it, and the law to {peak for itſelf. Permit your friend 
however to remark, chat while church courts act as if they 
thought themſelves aud their people more righteous thi o- 
chers, holding as little intercourſe with them as the Jews of 
old did with the Semurnans, making it a crime, an unpardon- 
able one too if repeated, for Probationers, o Miniſters of 
certain deſcription, to presch exther to ſaints or ſinners among 
them, without their conorence, which would not be gent 
ed tho? fought—-2 crime to admit any into their pulpits who 
do not ſhew therr mark on their forchead, known and read of 
nil men; he recollects with pleaſuxe who hus ſaid, Ic. 19! 
come i call the righteovs but jinners to repentance, and es 
to copy his example, tho? repruzch, odium, and perfection, 
ſhould be the conſequence, by exaorting and commandir;;, s 
opportunities offer, all men every where 19 repert, Ciod now 
rommandeoth, faith a apOWe, ai men every where to re n, 
and this is enough to joſtify bis ſervants for fo doing in ie 
name; for this general command br hath no where ſubject 
to tue caprice, or arbitrary reftrictions of churchervler:, 509 
are always prone to lord it over God's heritage. 
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che of the beaft ſpoken of iu the book of Revelation, which 
ſob! ſaw coming out of the earth, deriving his exiſtence and 
power from the kingdoms of the earth, acting from worldly 
confiderations, and ſupporting himfelf by ſecular meaſures; a 
beaſt that had twe horns de /amnb, profefled to be meek, 
harmleſs and gentle, and to derive all his power and autho- 
rity from the Lomb of God, and to excreile theie agreeably 
10 his will, and in ſabtervience to his glory; at the fame time 
that he is repreſented as ſpeaking like a dragon, uttering lan- 
gaoge, and ifuing edias and decrees, quite congenial to the 
yowers of darknefs, aud ſerving to ſupport the intereſt of the 
greet red dragon in the carth. 1 his heaſt is allo faid to have 
den lus power to the firilt beaſt, to employ it for the ſup- 
port of Antich: iſt and his abetturs, altho' thote whom he pre- 
Cures may not intend this, or profels to have any ſuch ob- 
ject in new. What a ſtriking pichure of Proteſtant churches 
ju their degenerate and tyranmical itate! whether they be e- 
ſtablimed by human laws, or in a ſtate of ſeparation from 
ſtabliſhed churches. 

Corifiars are exhorted to let brotherly love continue and 
zbound among them. Had this exhortarion its due influence, 
there would be fewer nihaliowed bickerings ia the church 
of God. Huw neceſſary Joieph's courte! to his brethren, 
when he pated with them, See that 5e fall not owt by the war ! 
the profefied foNowers of Jeſus are what they profeis and 
c;;ht to be, they are brethren in a 19078 enceared and per- 
manent ſeuſe au Joſeph's brethren were as chi.d-en of the 
ſame father. Ihe conduct even of the wen oi the world 
daily preſents them a leſſon worthy of their imitation, 

Ds we tec the ſervents of egillily kings ad tuch a part as 
10 daily exemplifice in the vitble church, by the profeſſed 
lervents af the King of kings? Do we not ſometimes lee, in 
a public market, {even or einhe recruning parties, who tolute: 
each other when they meet with mutual compliments? Is it 
veard that they quarrel with each other, becauic they belong 
not all to the lame corple, or becauſe one party may happen 
to be more {ucceisful than another? Ds they diſpute about 
tie lation which each occupes, or make laws to hauiſh their 
lo ſoldiers ham it? With them, it is enough that they 
#'l lerve one maſter, and promote the farge interett. © Ang 
not the Lord's vineyard afford room endugh for all that 
chuſe to labour in it, without giviug jutt ground of complain. 
ts each other? How many parts lie at this da; uncultivated 
tor want of hands? Ir the cauſe of var ard bloodſhed, which 
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originates from men's worſt luſts that war in their membe 1 
ſecures ſuch unarimity and co-operation among thoſe wh. 


; carry it on; what ſhame to the profeflied miniſters of tht of 
Prince, who came not to deſtroy men's hves, but to {are of 
them, and to give his own a rantfory for many, that they ſſic the 
be fo hoſtile to each other, unlels they happen to belong 9 bg 
the fame legion! Dur bleſſed Lord would not ſuffer his dif- 158 
ciples to forbid or ãiſcourage thoſe who cati out devils in!; 155 
vame, altho' they followed not with them; and we 6nd Peu! * 
rejoicing that Chriſt wis prenched, tho? it were out of nν. 1 

0 and with a view to add atfliction to his bonds, ſome of the gle 
very worſt motives by which we can ſuppoſe a preacher © _— 
the truth to be actuated. Alas. how few diſcover the ſan the 
ſpirit! Moft men feck their own, not the things of ſelus 5 

; Chriſt, . | 1 

Will the children of the world be wiſer and more cont! 57 


eat in their line of conduct, than tlioſe who profeis to be the 
children of light? Will theſe quarrel with each'oth-r, and ; 
attempt to blacken one another's character, and to depreciate 
and counteract each others ſervices, if they lappen not cc 
employ their labour tor the 1:me party, or are fo lib» ral 
minded 2s to ac above party conhderations? Dogs may, but 
ſheep never {nar} and bite; ard ne do more apt to do fo, 
than theſe dumb dogs that cannot bark when they ought, who 
love to flumber, yet look for their gain from their quarter. 
Every Chriſtian has a right, nay, is commanded to plead 
with the church, when the departs from the laws of her Lord, 
or acts in oppoſition to them. Say ye unto your reihte 


- * * * 0 
| nm, My people; remind them of their character and . 
| p 1 IP g 3 
vileges, and of the duties reſulting from both. Plead with 
if your mother, plead, &. Hol. ii. 1, 2. endeavour, by every 
| | 


eligible mean in your power, to bring your erring brethren 
to a proper ſenſe of truth and duty, that the Lord ditowr 
them not, as he there threatens, and--abe their church vs £ 
qwilderne/s, and a dry land, and lay her withwhirft.— ity 
the Lord enable his ſervants, when moſt reviled and tradu- 
ced for his fake, by a patient continuance in well- doing, to 
put to ſilence thoſe who falſely accuſe them, and would inge 


their good to be evil ſpoken of! —May they be enabled 0 
1 rejoice when counted worthy to ſuffer thame and repro!) 
for the name of Jeſus, determined, at all hazards, to bees, 
7 faſt and immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lo, 


for as much as they know their labour ir not in vain in ie 
Lord - And may thoſe who think they have an intereſt in 


* 
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oppoſing or perſecuting them, be perſuaded, by the ſuge coun- 
lel of an ancient. Doctor, to refrain trom ſuch en, and to let 
them alone, reſting aſſured, hat jach countel or work be 
of men, it will come to nought ; but if it be of God, thet 
they caunot overthrow it, left baply they be found even to 
fight againſt God, a very unequal contlict indeed; for who 
would ſet briers and thorns betore him in battle? He would 
% tarough them, and conſume them altogether.—May the 
Lord pardon the defects that occur in this correlpondence, 
and deign to make it, one way or other, ſubſerv ent to his 
glory, and th the advancement of true and undefiled religion 
among us! Perſuaded that ſuch is allo your cordial with, and 
that it will be your chief aim and ſtudy to promote thete 
grand objects in your fphere i life, I remain, Dear Sir, your 
cordial friend and brother, Oc. 


Plan and Inſtrucl ions of Relis/ Synod to their Miſionaries, 


„Tux Synod of Relief, haviag taken into their ſerious 
confideration, May 1790, the ſtate of Chriſtianity in the 
Highlands of Scotland, appointed a committee of their 
number to devite. a fence for ſending mimiters, or proba 
tioners, acquainted with the Gaelic language, to preach the 
Goſpel therein. They adopted this mealure, not from a 
ſpirit of party, nor yet to oppole the laudable exertions f 
ihe Society for propagating Chriſtien- knowledge. "Their 
deſign was, to be fellow-labourers with them in the good 
cautc of enlightening men in the knowledge of Chritt, The 
committee having drawn up the followiug regulations for 
carrying the ſcheme into effect, agreed to ſut mit them to 
the 5ynod at this mecting:“ 

1. That the great object of the Miſuon Hall be to preach | 
th- goſpel of Chrift. 2. That the Miſſion rics mall embrace 
every favourable opportunity to converne With the people, 
to communicate religious mnitruciion, aud to endeavour to 
irapreſs their minds with a due ſenſe of truth and righteoul- 
neſs. 3. That the Midionaries ſhall neither in public nor 
in private enter into any political diſc ation, but confine their 
whole attention to the important objects of their Miſſion. 
g. That an whatever pariſhes the Mithonanes tall preach, 
the money collected ſhall be left in thoſe panſhes, for the 
benefit of the poor. 5. That the pulpits of the Mithonaries 
mall be regularly ſupplied by the Synod, and their travel- 
ling expences fully defrayed from the money <glicaed for 
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that purpoſe. 6. That for carrying on this great deſi; 

iwo ſpecial coramittees ſhall be appointed, the one at E 1 n. 
burgh, and the other at Glaſgow, and ſhall conſiſt partly of 
clergymen, and partly of reſpectabie laymen, 7. That e. 
ery miniſter who is a member of the Synod ſhall forma 
committee in his congregation, to collect what money they 


can, and to correſpond with the ſpecial committees, 3. 1 


the ſpecial committees ſhall colle#t all the money that 29 
be procured for the Highland Miſſion; and that the Ni: 
fionar'es ſhall receive from the committees their peculiar Th 1- 
ſtructions, and ſhall act ſole ly under their direction. 9. I hat, 
fo toon as the funds admit, a number of proper books in the 
Gaelic language thall be purchaſed, and diſtributed gra:zs 
by the Miffionaries. %u, That the ſpecial commintees 
ſhall keep regular | books, containing an account of all th 
tranſactions ;"thall hold a regular correſpondence with e. 85 
other; and thall lay an annual ſtatement of their affairs be⸗ 
fore the Synod. The 5ynod having heard and duly de- 
liberated upon the above report, unanimouſly e of 
the ame; and ordered it to be ingroſſe d in their minutes.“ 


* The Synod made choice of the following miniiter t9, 


compoie the ſpecial committees,” Oc. 

Ahe Syaod made choice of the Rev. Meſſ. Douglas ard 
Macnav hr as their Miſſionaries for this year; and appoint 
the ſhire of argylè as the ſcene of their Miſhonary labours, 
The Rev. Daniel.: Macnaught ſhall ſet out about the begin 
ning of June; and the Rev. Niel Douglas ſhall (et out a- 
bout the middle of July; and both Mifhonaries ſhall remain 
in that part of the Highlands as long as the ſpecial commic- 
tees ordain. And the Synod recommend to all the mini- 
ſters in there body to be earneſt at the throne of grace, both 
in private and in public, for the ſucceſs of this important 
Miſſion.“ 

* The following inſtructions for the Highland Miſſion were 
drawn up, and adopted by the ſpecial coramittees, 1. | he 
Miſſionaries ſhall keep a book of accounts, in which they 
ſhall ſtate an exact account of every day's expenditure, pe- 
cifying every article of expence. 2. | hey thall Keep ano- 
ther book, called a Journal, in which they ſhall record the 
ſubjects on which they diſcourſe; the travels and tranſactions 
'of every da | lpecifying where they preach, what number 
aſſerable to * them, and what ane and ſenſe che 

people ſeem to have of divinc things. 3. They ſhall preact, 


not only upon the Lord's day, but allo through the Wiek; 
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travelling from place to place, where the people may ſigni- 
fy a deſire to hear them, or where Providence may otherwiſe 
open a door of uſefulneis. hey ſhall alſo embrace every 

proper opportunity to converſe w ith the people in private, 
to inſtruct them, to exhort them, and to pray with them; let- 
ting them know, that all they dchire is the ſalvation of their 
precious fouls. 4. [hey thall Le particularly careful in ob- 
lerving in what places the people are moſt deſtitute and ne- 
glected, and where their labours ſcem to be molt ſueceſsful; 
that the Synod may have thoſe places more particularly in 
their view as the ſcene of future mitſions. 5. They thall 
carefully avoid declaiming againit other denominations of 
Cbriſtians, and all diſquifitions that may betray u party ſpirit; 
cautious to give ny offence, remembering that the preaching 
and eitabliſluug the ruth, is the moſt ejeual way to refute 
error. 6. Whenever the Mitaonarics may incet with a few 
ſerious perfons, they ſhall recommend to them the erection of 
fellowſhip- meetings; ſhall endeavon to conttitute thele mect- 
mgs themſelves, and give neceſſary directions for conducting 
them afterwards. 7. hey ſhall cheriſh 1a their own. hearts 
za holy apoitolic zeal, that, under the influcnge of this divine 
principle, they may be faithful and diligent, fervent in ſpirit, 
ſerving the Lord. 8. The commuitrees itrictly enjoin their 
Miitionaries to hold a regular correſpondence with the two 
ſecretaries, tranimitting to them every week an account of 
every intereſting occurrence. IGI, Ihat whatever direc- 
tions the committees ſhall afterwards fend by their ſecreta- 
ries, thall be faithfully and coniciernouſly obſerved; and the 
Michonaries ſhall on no account or pretence whatever deviate 
from the regulations adopted by the Synod, and from theſe 
inſtructiolis.“ — heſe are the inſtructions which the Synod 
gave t their Miſſionaries, thro the medium of their com- 
mittees, and tne plan upon which they were to act. With 
the obſervance of theſe inſtructions by their Miſſionaries, the 
Synod were pleaſed, at a ſubſequent meeting, to expreſs them- 
ſelves well pleaſed.-—It is much to be wiſhed, that a ſchegge 
ſo laudable in itſelf, and ſo exceeding neceflary in preſenafff. 
curaſtances, may be conducted with a Chrittian ſpirit, and not 
prove like a meteor, which blazes for a little, promiſing to 
enhghten the whole hemiſphere, but ſoon expires in derk- 
nes. Should the leaven of a party {pirit intermix itielf with 
ſuch attempts, what clſe can be expeted? We pray, Great 


Lord of the haryeſt, that thou wilt ſend forth labourers into 
thy harveſt ! 9988 8 ag 
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Dr Sr, | 

LTHOUGY theſe Letters have already extended much he. 
yond my original intention, which has coniderably eg. 
hanced the price attending their publication; yet, I perſuade 
myſelf, you, and all through whoſe hands they may pats, wil 
feel obliged at my wierting Mr Burder's Ipirited yet can- 
did Anſwer to the Pastoral Admoation, which has occafion. 
ed io much noiſe of late. To this you will find fubjoined 
the character and conduct of an hireling, or time ſervet, and 
the character and duty of a fattiiiul miniſter of Chriſt, on- 
traſted, as both are delineated in the {acred oracles. This 
vas deemed very neceſſary for the information of ſome, 
through whole hands theſe letters may pals, whica led to be 

more particular than would be otherwiſe neceſſary. 


Mr Burder*s Letter, firfl Publiſhed in the Scots Newſpaters, 
Six, 

PER me, through the channel of your Paper, to com- 
municate to the Public, a few remarks upon the Paſtoral 
Admonition whiclrhas lately been publiſhed, as I find my- 
ſelf and my Englich brethren implicated in the charges it 
exits, 

It gave me, and very many of the friends of religion in 
the South, great pleaſure to learn, that active meaſures have 
lately been adopted by the Society in Scotland for Propa— 
gating the Goſpel at Home. For many years paſt, the ime 
means have been purſued in England and V ales with zreat 
ſucceſs. Thouſands, and tens of thouſands, have bean con- 
verted to God, and, conſequently, rendered good and pczce- 
able members of foctety. Individual and intereſted bigots 
have indeed occafionally oppoſed this uſeful Work; but fo 
much vifible good has actual) been done by the ltinerants, 
that, in moſt places, the tongue of calumny is flenced, J 
was, therefore, much ſurpriſed and grieved to find, that, in 
Scotland, à country ſo long, and fo juſtly, famed for reli 


gion, ſimilar attempts to inſtruct the ignorant, and rveclun 


the vicious, thould be violently oppoied, and oppeted by 
means ſo artful, ſo diſhonourable, and unjuſt; I mica, bY 
the charge of ſedition brought again! men, the purity ot 


whole principles and views will bear, 1 at convinces, . 
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{cicteſt inveſtigation. They are accuſed as artful and de- 
© igning men, infpired with the ſpirit of vanity and ambi- 
„tion.“ They are faid to © foiter the violence of a blind 
and intemperate zeal; to diſtract the minds of men with 
© novelties. Y--lt is affirmed, © that the preachers employed 
hy the Society give no plerige for the ſoundneſs of their 
„faith, nor the correctneſs vi their morals ;--that foe of 
them are notoriouſly diſaffected to the Civil Conſtitution 
* of this Country ;—that they hold ſecret meetings; and that 
they abuſe the name of Liberty, as*a cover for ſecret De- 
* mocracy and Anarchy.“ 

Thefe, Sir, arc ſerivas charge: indeed! They may affect, 
not only the ckarafter and uſeſulneſs, but poſſibly, th lives 
of the pertons accuſed. But where is the proot ot all theſe 
charges, or any part of them? Upon what evidence are 
they grounded? Pell it not in Gath, publiſa it not among 
the hoſts of the infidels, I hat a vencrable body of pricits in 
Scotland have uttered theſe terrific charges, without one 
inge fatt to ſubſtantiate them. 

Sir, Lam one of thoſe miniſters who have been javited 
to ſpend a few Sabbaths at the Circus in Edinburgh, and to 
preach occafionally in the country towns and villages. It 
has been my practice in England, for more chan twenty 
venrs, to itinerant on the week-days, as far as the duties of 
a ſettled charge would admit—a practice not new in the 
south. Good Mr Henry, author of the Commentary on 
the Bible, and many other valuable men, followed the ſame 
courſe, My brethren v ho preceded me at the Circus have 
been in the ſame halits. In the tolerant country of Ing 
land, and under the benign influence »f the toleration- ct, we 
baye egjoved this liberty unmoleſted, except, occaſionally, 
by certain lewd fellows of the bater fart, who harte been 
generally e cited to pkrſecution by envious men who be- 
lie ved not the truth. But it was reterved for me to find in 
Scotland, men, ſuſtaining the miniſterial character, who 
ſeruple not to brand their brethren of both countries with 
the name of pvagrant 'cachers, and to inſinunte, that they are 
ill enemies to the State, becauſe they preiume to preach the 
Gotpel to periſhing Funers without their authority; though 
„snow With an ill grace that they complain of our preach- 
in gut of doors, when they have, by their late ad, hut the 
doors of all their churches againſt all the world but their 
oa body. Nor is this all, Threats have been thrown out, 
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that, if che gaod | people of Scotland will not regard 1. 
high admonition; if they will ſtill aſſert their liberty to hear 
whom they pleaſe, aud to judge of religious matters for. 
ſelves; and if the good 800 of inflruging poor child dren, 
and converting poor fiunert, mall yet make * ax @/ar ing 
progrefs,” then the ey will apply to his Majeſty for aſſutance. 
What is this, but the avowal of an intention to pers cute, 

a reſoiution to ſolicit the civil power to ſuppreis rel ou 
liberty ? 

But, Sir, it is the*hz ppine ſs of Britons to enjoy a well. 
formed Conſtitution, and to live under a Government, . hick 
ſecure to us our ſacred, as well as our civil privileges ; and 
under a King, who, like his roya! grandfather, will not 
« ſaffer perſecution,” and who has graciouily declared, 4% ks 

© will preſerve the toleration inviolate.“ We have there- 
fore nothing to fear from this quarrer, While we conduct 
ourſelves as ; peaceable ſubjects, which we have hitherto done, 
and are engaged to do, both by oath and by inclination, we 
rely on the continuance of egal protection, and we will, by 
the grace of God, live down the reproach caſt upon us, and 
dy well-doing fence gur acculcrs, 

An innocent man cannot but feel indignant, when be 


| finds himſelf, with his fellow -labourers, thus muligned ; and 
bone ſt reſentment might vent itſelf in terras not very ho. 


nourable to falſe acculers: Bui the religion ef the mec k and 
holy jeſus forbids us to return evil for evil; and an -poille 
diꝛects us, from the example of an angel diſputing with 8 
maliznan * enemy, not to bring a railing acculation, bt 
ſay, The Lord rebuke thee.” 

{ conclude with recommendin ig to the gentlemen who 
have brouvht forward theſe charges, the wiltr conduct of 
General Aﬀembly, mentioned in the Acts of the Apoilles, 
who agreed to the mild-advice of Gamulie), who aid, Ke: 
frain from theſe men, and let them alone for if this coun 
« fel, or this work, be of men, it will come © nonght ; 2 
* if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it, leſt haf l ye be 
found even to f ght againit God.“ For my te and 5 ny 
brethren, I beg leave to fay, © We depart from thus cc. 
„eil, rejoictng, that we are counted worthy to ſaffer 1s 
* for the name of Jeſus, and deterred, wherever che 

« opportunity, to teach and preach Jelus Chrut.“ 
I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
GEORGE BURDER, 
Minifter of the Go/pet, Cor cats 
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Our Lord's epiſtles to the ſeven Aſiatic churches. ſliew, 
that there may be {ome things very blame worthy in the beſt 
of churches, and in {fume more thay in others. en allo 
ew, that in order to their reformation, it is ne. N they 
ſhould be named aud reproved, and that the minilters of the 
goipel, and the people ton, in their place. have Chitu's ave 
thority for fo doing, I“ the fixer pallots of the church de- 
cline this labour of love, or bold fail and abet pre valing 
corruptions of doctrine, worlip, and diſcipline, I fee not 
why even private Chriſtians, W as the Lord inſpires 

with light and zcal, fhowd note e to the work of refor- 
mation, / taking the orac les of truth in wor hand- as a light 
to their feet, and a lamp to dire tucit paths. No corrupt 
body ever yet re formed itſe lf; and the molt eflecturl way to 
reform the Clerpy, is for the people to go before them in 
the laudable work, and let them follow, where this can be 
donc, or elſe loſe their livings z; for when once reformation 
becomes the order of the day and the way to public eitecra 
ind preferment, thoſe who before oppoled, and cried againitt 
it a5 unſeaſonable, will be found amongſt the foremott ranks. 
The hiſtory of the church and of the world verifies the truth 
of theſe remarks; for ſuch characters icldom lofe fight of 
their own temporal intereſt. bey learn to inake the bef, 
in » otldly view, of every ftate ; and the people in gene- 
ral we content o be their dupes, and abet their leading 
views. The taults and miſcarriages of thete ancient churches 
ue recorded, and will remain ſo to the end of time, for 2 
Wer to others, precious as they Mert in God's light as 
golden candleſticks, among which the Lord walked, and 
whoſe lars or paſtors he held in his right hand, Let it not 
de then thought uncharitable, or unbecoming the Chriitian 
character, to point out the faults of moder> church es, and 
animadvert upon them, in order o their amendment. 

From theſe epiſlles we may alfo learn, that Chriſtiaus are 
not to be diſcouraged on the ove hand, becaule all things in 
te churches are not as they ought to be; nor yet, on the 
other, are they to neglect or overlook any miicarmiage of 
im perfection, on pretence that the church in this world can- 
rot arrive at perfection. Paſtors and people ought to lend 
hair mutual aid to amend what is faulty, to improve what 
is mperfect, and to remain conſtant in tie parity. of Chriſtian 
fa! 1 , worſhip, and practice, bemg tedfoit and unmoveable, 
a ways E in the work of the Lord ; iaſtead of lend- 
g mutual aid to brow-beat, ſtigmatize, and expo! from 
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their ſveiety any that would attempt, in obedience to their 
heavenly Lord, to corre& what appears amiſs, and to have 
that {applied or reſtored which is #11 wanting or reg): _ 
In fuch cafes, the wiſdom from above is profitable to dd, 
and bleſſed are they who liſten to her dictates, in order to 
obey them, 

Permit me to «dd a few Scripture texts, which diſtit cy 
mark the views and character of hirclings and time-ſeryers, 
in terms not hard to be underitood, or difficult in their ap- 
plication; leaving every one to judge for himſcli whether 
theſe pafſage are molt deſcrigtive of thoſe who go abun: t9 
inſtruct and exhort their fellow- -men, without exatting any 
pecuniary conſide ration for their ſervices, or of ſuch bene. 
ticed Clergy, as would ſoon abandon the c:aft of manufadlur. 
ed pre -aching, did they ceaſe to have their wealth by it, 9:4 
to denive _intivence. from it over the people, theſ- lot che ep 
of the houſe of lirael, who are in general content to be 
blindly led, alas! too often by the blind, and {ved the trou- 
dle of thinking for chemlelves in matters of religion. The 
Scriptures ſpeak to Chriſtians as to wile men, whole duty 
and privilege it is to judge what they ſay, aud to call no man 
on carth, or body of men, Maſter in the things of God, 

For [ bnow this, ſaid Paul, ht after my departing ſhall 
£rIevVgus wolves enten in among you, not ſharing the fect, 
Teaching things which they ought not for filthy lucre's fue. 
And through cou ſhall they with feigned word: 72 


 merchan'i/; of You, Jupps 51 ing that gain is gadlineſy, from: ſuch 


RING For the tim will come when they + will nat en. 
dure ſound doctrine; but after their own luſts they will has 
40 themnſelves teachers, having itching ears. Wicked men 
cannot love a faithful miniſtry; for they muſt either ht» 
that or their fins, When {uch men as continue ſtill in the 
love and practice of in applaud any preach. er, and frequent 
his miniftrations, this is almoſt a certain proof, chat he does 
not Pn home the truth as in Jeſus to their contcicncs., 
he people naturally love ſuch a miuiſtz as does n&! ut 
them gut uf love with themſclves, as feeds their pride ard 
vanity, and {ets conſcience at reſt under a load of guilt, aud 
a liableneſs to the wrath to come. They love ſuch teacke 
as bring a lmooth aud flattering tale to their en, finely u- 
belliſhed with the enticing, words, and the ſounding periods 
which man 's wildom teacheth, and fend them to heaven in 
companies, in the broad, flowery, and frequented path, 


which fleſ!: and blood love to tread.— Theſe are he tn 
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that will he thought to deſerve eſteem 2nd hire; whereas 
thoſe monkith ſouls that go about exclziming, Strat rr he 
gate and narrow is the way which "leads to life, and few | 
here be that find-it; Except ye repent, pe ſhall periſh, may 
lay their account to be treated as the e, of all 
things, and men that turn the world upſide down. Nu, 
a lau, aud by our law they ought to die, they ought to be 
puniſhed with exciſion from the body. 
Theſe falſe teachers who began early to peſer the church, 
he apoſtle Peter tells ud, fo/lorved the way of Baianm, the 
— ; and his 
brother Jude adds, Moe rnis than! for they have ran greed:- 
{v-after the error of Baluam for reward. Like their mer- 
cenary brethren under the law, the milk and the fleece, the 
emoluments of their office engage their chief concern: Put 
me, I pray ibee, mio one of the prie/'s offices, that I may eot 
a piece of bread. In the la! days perilous times ſhall come; 
for men ſhail be lovers of thetr own ſelves, covetous, proud, 
ere, falſe accuſers, unboly, defpifſers of them that are 
good, and do good; /avers of pleaſure more than lovers of 
God, having @ form of godlineſs, but denying the peter 
thereof; from, ſuch turn away, - As this numerous hireling 
tribe had their predeceſſors in the Jewith church, ſo under 
the Chriſtian iyſtem they have Judas for their head, who be- 
trayed his Matter with a kiſs, and fold him anc his religion 
tor a little filthy lucre, a conduct which too many have 2 
copied. They have Simon Magus too for their pattern, 
who, thinking preaching and the gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
would bring fam gain, offered! ines band a ſum of money 
to obtain them. Hath the odious crime of Simony ceaſed 


to exiſt in the viſible church ? Have inſtances been wanting 


of conterring church benehces on the terms at which Boaz 
propoſed the ſale of Elimelech's land? / thou buy ut of 
Naomi, thou muſt alſo buy it of Ruth the Moabiteſs. Some 
fair Ruth, —a diſtunt ueedy relation, or ſome dependant, 1s 
to be provided for, the clerical youth to whom fhe is 
pleaſed to give her hand, and who is willing to make her his 
conſort upon the propoſed condition, ſhall cbtain two good 
g at once, 2 wife and a living. Ii written, ſaid Jetus, 
my haufe ſhall be called the bonje of prayer ; but ye have made 
it den of thieves. Mate no! my Faiber's houſe a houfe 
7 merchangiſe. The Lord of the teinple is preparing @ 


'courge to drive thieves, buyers and ſellers thence ; for bis 


enn his band, and he wil! thoroughly purge his floor, 
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and burn the chaff with a fire that ſhall not be quenched, 
The priefts teach for hire, and the prophets divine for money. 
yet will they lean upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord 
among us none evil can come upon ut. To the law ani 
to the teſttmony, if they ſpeak nt according to this word, i i; 
becauſe there is no hght in them. The priefls lips ſhould 
tec knowledge, and they ſhould feek the lau at his mou. 
My people are deflroyed for lack of knowledge. 

While {ach are the vic ws, aim, and character of » de 

ded hireling race, what we fivd addreſſed to the trv- 
lervants, which they are caretul to obſerve, clearly ther; 
whoſe they are, and whom hey fexve—that they ſerve God 
with their ſpirit in the goſpel ot his Son. He that reapeit- 
in the Lord's harveſt, receiveth wages, in the approbation 
of his God, and the ſatisfaction of his own mind, and ga 
thereth fruit unto liſe eternal. As ye go, preach, ſaying, 
The king dom of God 1s at hand, &c. Go, preach the go/- 
pel to every creature. Freely ye have recerved, Freely ga 
When I ſent you without purſe, and /erip, and [hoe:, lack 


ed ye any thing * And they faid, Nothing. Feed the fi 


over which the Holy Gi hath made you overſeer. ; feed 
my tambs,— feed my ſheep. Holding fajt the faubful word, 
as he haih been taught, that he may be able, ly found 
docirine, both to. exhort and to convince gainſuyer . — lou 
ye the trumpet in Lion, and ſound an alarm"in my holy 
enountain. Preach the word, be in/tant in ſeaſon, and uit 
of ſcaſon; reprove, rebube, and exhort. I charge thee be. 
Fare God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriftl, and the bely angels, 
that thou chert theſe things, without preferring one be- 
fore another, doing nothing by paritaluy. = 
Neceſſity is loid upon me, did Paul, yea, woe ts 0 
7%, if I proach noi the goſpel. Do I feek to pleaſe ens 
gf houid rot be the ſervant of Chr. Even ſo we ſpeal, 
ne as pleafine mon, but God, who trieth vur hearts. See- 
ing we cave this miniſiry as we have tecerved mercy, we 
Faint not, but have renounced the hidden things of dish 
ne/ty, not walking in eraftine/s, not bandling the word of 
God deceiifully, but by manife/tation of the truth, cr 
T1Nd 0 ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the fie: of 
God. For neuhber at any time uſed we flatiermg ur, 
as ye know, nor a cloak of roveltoufncſ;s, Ie have cor- 
rupted no man. I ceaſed not to wern every one mgbt «14 
day with trars.—Such was the practice of holy Faul, and 
his fellow apoltles; and fuck in their meofure will he tl 
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practice of all in every age, who have obtained mercy to 
be faithful in the work of the winiſtry. We ſce from the 
fallowing pallage whereon he founds his freedom from the 
blood of a men. Mherefore I take you 9 record this 
day, that I am free from the ll of ail nen: for I have 
not ſhunned to declare unto you wall the counſel of God. 
To lecure this bleſſed freedom, minitters muſt implicitly o- 
bey the Lord's ſolemn charge to the prophet ; Cry aloud, 
Hare not, tft wp thy voice lite @ trums, and ſhew my 
prople their tr ane Nont, ond the houſe of Jacob theur 
fins. The houle of Jacob, the viſible church of God, and 
the tribe of Levi too, the profeffed miuitters of the lanctu- 
ary, though they would claim exe: aption from admonition 
and deſerved reproof, as a privileg ged order of men, mult 
be ſhewed their fins, and plainly told their conſequences. 
He who was wiſdom, mceinels, and gentlencls itſelf, ſaid 
ot old, and ſtills favs to fimilar characters, Woe unte you, 
Scribe, and Phariſees, hypocrites for ye Jout 4% the ting - 
tom of heaven againſt men : for ye netther go in Jour. {ves , 
neuber ſuffer ye them that are entering 10 g9 19, Woe un- 
to you ye blind rome | Thus he ing io þ as David ex- 
preſles it, be curſed proud, bd err from his command- 
ments, — The iitles given to faithful miniſters in Scripture 
import the arduous nature of thei work-—/apgurer 12 the 
vineyard, workmon that ned not to be aſhamed, ric 2 dro. 
ing the word of life, —worker tgetber a with Chr), /b. 
ers of men, —/cribes well inſirictid into the kingdom, 3 the 
like. Theſe things duly attended to, no wonder they thould 
need to be thrult Forth by the Lord of the hary ell, nitead 
of being attracted by the lure of a benefce, of titles, 
worldly praterment, and human applautc, 
What was {aid of old to Gehazi and others, may the 
Lord on hich itil! ſay to many for dit beying and diſhon- 
vuring a far greater Meſter and his goſpel, 2 bis 4 ren to 
receiue moneys and to receive LFAVrIREONS, and oMiue- u, 40 F and 
hep, and oxen? The apoſtclic cure i; nprecated on Simon 
Ma, gus, and his followers, and a far more {ata! and noiſoma 
cproiy than that of Neuapen will, it may be feared, cleave 
to many, and 7G her ſeed for ever; for upon them the Lord 
hath vowed to take à figna? vengeance, if they repent not. 
That curie and leproſy give uch more realon to dread ſuch 
characters, wherever they « com, 15 the very poli a ad {cout g- 
ef tociety, the murderers of ſouls, and the active purv eg ore of 
bande monid am, who increaſe traniprefiion among men, hat- 
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ever may be their titles, revenues, and tinſel glare of 


dixion, than all the Itinerant Preachers, of whatever deſcrip. 
tion, that ever exiſted in the world. : | 

While lay preaching is deprecated as a preat and threat. 
ening evil, which in reality it ean never prove, while 1c 
worldly honour and emolument are annexed, is it nat mb 
to be feared, that many privileged preachers, have hx ed cn 
the clerical profeſſion, or their parents for them, unbapp!'; 

vat of love neither to God nor man, and follow it juſt as 0. 
ther people follow a ſocular calling, merely to ſecure a live. 
lihood, and becauie they cannot in any other line better t! -|- 
outward coudition ? This, without doubt, is a very great d 
threntening evil, and muſt prove the bane of true relig on 
wherever it prevails, Of this opinion was the famous Mil. 
ron, as appears from an obſervation of his, in a tract en- 
titled, Con fiderations touching the likelieft means tu remo: 2 
tHhiretings out of the Church. “ Our miniſters think ſcorn 
to uſe a trace, and count it the reproach of tins age, the 
 ** rradeſmen preach the goſpel. It were 10 be withed they 
were all nagen; they would not then ſo many of them, 
for went of another trade, make a. trade of their proach. 
ing: And yet they clamour that wadeſmen preach z an 
yet they preach, While they themſelves are the worſt 
* tradeſmen of ail.” 

Would any one fuppoſe, that ſo learned a man as Milton 
could think any c:pable of preaching the goſpel, who ha 
not got fo much Latin as to be able to explain theſe con- 
mon technical phraſes, which fo often occur in the proceed- 
ings of Church- courts— gpu atta——circa facra—ipſo f, 
Dre. batenus judicata-—at ſupra —ſeierunt—refer fronp! ci 
ter, and the like; nay, that ſome of theſe mechanic doctors 
may pe ſeſs more aptneſs to teach than ſome dotfors of 1h: 
tippt, ds he terms them, who cn boaſt of their having 
| paſſed their Ae at College ? Ne /utor ulira crepidarn, “ 
enough to confound thele upitarts; or, Can any good bn 
coe out of Galilee ? Theje people that know noi the (en 


are accur/ed, who have not itudied Ethics and Theology it 


' the feet of ſome Gamaliels. But it is not true learning, 
the pride of learned ignorance and folly, that ought to bo 
- probnied, or expoſed, Profefiing to be wiſe, they hecome fob. 
The fus of a people who profeſs to fear and ferve God, 
are of all others the moſt provoking. In what alarming 
language were theſe of old threatened by the prophets ' 4%. 
in what an awful manner did the Lord puniſh them in 
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providence Thele threatenings are ſtill directed av-ioſt a- 
ny people that reſemble the ſews in their religious privi- 
leges. and in minimproving them, and will be executed in 
their ſeaſon. Oi all the fins of a proſe ling people none are 
More aggrevated 2nd provoking than thoſe which affect the 
purity of divine t:uth and ordinances, and the corruptions 
"hich the wiſdom or the preſumption of man graits on truc 
religion. Oh that the inf. abitant, of theie lands would: at- 
tend to what God hes ſald to his ancient church, and ſtill 
ys to the churches, by his prophets ! 

© The day of-the Ltd is at hand, for the Lord hath 
prepared a ſacrifice, he hath hid his gueſts. A+ that time 
J will {ſearch Jerulalem with candles, and puniſh them that 
are ſettled on their lees: that wy: in their heart, The Lard 
will not do good, neither will , do evil. Thetelore 
their goods ſball become a boot), and their houſes à de- 
ſolation. The greut day of the Lord is nevr, it is near, 
and haſteth greatly, even the voice o the Gay of the 
Lord: the mighty man ſhall cry there bitterly. That day 
is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and difirels, a day of 
wafteneſs and defolation; a da 5 of darkneis and gloominels, + 
day ot clouds and thick darkn« „ da of tit trumpet * 
alarm agaiuſ} We tenced cities, and againit the high towers. 
And 1 will bring diſtreſs upop men, that they ſhall walk 
like blind men, becauſe they have ned againſt the Lord 
and their blood mall be por are out as dali, and their fleſh 
as the dung. Neither their fler nor their gold thall be 
able to deliver them in the day of the Lo:id's wrath y but 
the whole land ſhall be devoured by tae are 01 his jes- 
« louſy ; for he ſhall make @ {perdy riddance of a them 
that dwell in the land, of ali the j;npenitent workers of 
zuiquity, Zeph. 1 —Bcitiſh finners may thin they kave no 
concern ia theſe things, and io alſo thought the Jews, till 
wiath came Upon lem To the uttermoſt. Jo! ephus telts us, 
That at the very une the th reawco'gs of God by the pro- 
phets were executing upon ther! infatdated people, they were 
making theſe the ſubject of their jecrs and profane mirth. 
A people are e leſs jafe than when mot fecure, and 
leaſt apprehenſive of deſerve aden ents. 

The crying, and Heavev-daring fin of nde the Faces 

of the poor, by preventing thai, enjoyment of be gifts of 
the Divine bounty, when God gives rain from heaven, and 

Zuitful ſeatons; aud the cry of aj preſſion and ſervitude in 
dur dilteat borders, has reached the ears of the Lord of 
huſts, and will not be forgotten in the day of viftzaticg. 


* 


* 
* 


* 
* 


186 | LETTER X1V. 


which ſumbers not. The cry alſo of Chriſt's body nd blood, 
trampled under foot by Leſt acts, and other ways, whence 
| he is daily crucified in the hoüſe of his profeiſed frie: als, 
and put to open ſhame, demands an audit, and will receive 
a ſpeedy nearing. Ihe proſtitution of God's name, by ß 
{ane ſwearing, and multiplying oaths without end, the ſource 
or occaſion, it is to be feared, of complicated pe jury „ ill 

make the land one time or othies mourn.— He oteg for 
— nt, but behold oppre, Non; for righteouſneſs, or jultice, 
but behold @ cry. Wee unto them that join houſe 10 houſe, 
that lay field to field, till there be no place for the poor nud 
needy around them, thet they mny be placed alone in 1 
mulft of the carb Moe unto them who regard not? // 
work of the Lord, neither configder the operation of his hand; ; 
but fave themſelves up to mirth and feſtivity, when his judg- 
men's are abroad in the earth, and ill threaten the nation 
Becauſe they regard not the wor of the Lord, nor the ce. 
ration of hir hands, he fhait deflray thent, and not build 
them up. Whos 1s wije, and will obſerve the/e things, ever 
bey {hall underfland i be loving-hindnefs of the Lord, Pſ.\ 
X&VI1I, $. cvii. 43. 

Becauſe the Jews thus call away the law of the Lord 
tiofts, and deſpiſed the word of the goſpel of the Holy Qu: 
of Iſ-ael. his anger was kind led agu inſt them, and be stete 
ed forth bis bund iat them, and ſinote them; whence the 
hil's did tremile, their princes, nobles, and great men, au 
their ca: cafes were torn in the miajt of the ſireets. And ye!, 
rotivithfranding that Gignal vengeance, his anger is act turn. 
ed away from them, hut his hand is ſtretched out fill againſt 
them, becauſe they repented not, to give him glory. Sus! 
conduct in 1 people once highly favoured of the Lord, pro. 
cured the following doom, which is not reverſed to this 
day, Now 1 will tell you u hat I will do to my vine. 
yard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and ut ſbali be 
ealen up; und breab dawn the wail there, and ut [hull 
te trodden down 5 and il lay ut waſte; u bali nut be 
pruncd, nur digged; but there ball come up briers and thorn. 

4 will alſo command the cluuds that they rain no more uj- 
01 . — Theſe things are written for our inſtruction, and pro: 
claim a ſolemn langunge in our ears, "They found an aufe! 
alarm to hypocrites and formaliſts, and indeed to the who! 
zibe of impenitent carelefs ſinners, in theſe lands. But fuc: 
na ve got a brow of brafs, 4 an he art of ad amant, for nothin” 
dan cach ther, tl the attos of the Almighty take eic 
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or the furbiſhed ſword of his incenſed juſtice give a home 
ſtroke to the heart. You way conſult at leiſure the paſſage 
wheuce theſe things are ſelected, which contains many others 
worthy of ſerious attention, and that bear no friendly aſpect 
on our Iſle, confidering dur preſent public character end 
conduct, Ia. v. 

* © Lord! thou knowef}, that thy unworthy ſervant has 
not cealed to pray for the good and fafety ot bis country, 
* and its governors, and to deprecate the deſerved load of 
* wrath, which we have been long irealuring up with more 
© than internal haſte | Thou knoweſt that he tos not defired 
„the cvil day, the proſpect of which has ſo often vained and 
„ melted his heart, though allured of thy protectiogemdit 
* the mpenduig and overwhelming florm. Ae has not ceaſ- 
« ed to give warning in thy name to his country nien, as thou 
„ gaveit him opportunity, unnkuenced by the cat or favour 
« of man, to ijce from the Wrath to come. His ſechle fer- 
vice for the honour of thy name, and as a witzels againſſ 
thy incorrigible enemies, and nne men who are ſettled on 
their lecs, he has devoted to thee, and leaves with thee, 
* in hwnble hope he thail Hud mercy and acceptance in thy 
* fighz, for his ſake in whom tiibu art ever well pleaſed, He 
„% waits tor thy ſalvation, aud in thy mercy does he truſt, in 
this dark and cloudy day. Father in heaven, thy holy 
* will be done! Do as thou haſt laid 23 ſeemeth good 
in thy Gipht.. Only let thy unprofitable icervant, and thoſe 
* whom thou bot given nim, and nercy with thee on the ſo- 
 lemn dey of ihe revelation of thy righteous judgment, and 
be now ipared of thee as a man ipares his ion that {erves 
him | Hide thy people, O Lord, in the chambers thou hait” 
'* provided for thein, uni tho indignotiaa be gverpaſi (i 
Ula. xxvi. 


Wirutm theſe ſew days a letter was brought me, ſrom a 
certain parith in the Shire ot Argyle, to which I had been 
zarmly invited when in that country, (ee page 122.) This 
jetter is ſigned by ſcverab individuals, in their own, and in the 
name of a number of their brethren; and repreſents their 
ale, though. not fingular, as every way entithag them 40 
' 'hrittian compaſſion. I hey unite in Hg for the love of 
ad to come and ſee them, in what they terra heir depior- 
able filuaiion, and preach the Goſpe) for mote or leis time 
znong them. Loney. introduce them'clves by confirming 
the account their meflenger gave, at the time ol their for- 
rear application, of their torloun fate, with regard to the 
Oo 
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means of ſalvation, and of the violent oppoſition they had 
to encounter, 

They take notice of their continuing to meet for Chris 
tian fellowſhip, with an increaſe of their number, notwirh. 
itanding all the oppolition made to that meaſure; aud ad. 
that they have thence felt, through he bletling of God, their 
eefiros after more goſpel tight mereafſed. They conclude, 
Dy exprefing their earneſt de/tre they may be directed to pra y 
to the Lerd, that he may crown the abour of his own 47 
feruments with ſucceſs 5 and their humble hope and belief 
that the Lerd will grant them their eat ne but in erf 
defires. | 
Having heard of the Itinerant Society, and their exer- 
tions, they ſay it was their firſt intention to apply to them, 
till informed they could ſupply them with no preachers tot 
could {peak to them in their own language, na alfa he»-d 
that your , correſpondent gave up his late charge, with a 
view to devote part of his {ſervice to the benetii of the High- 
lands, ſhould Providence permit, which wdivced them: t© 
write, ihe worthy Gentieman who brought their letter, 
pious member of the Eftabliſked church, to whom thev 15 
fer for farther particulars, fully confirms the truth. of then 
own repreſentation, and adds, that he looks upon the peyr 
people in the Highlands, through many diltrifts of which 
he bes lately travelled, as dr, to wie our Lord's hee 
tiful ſimile, already white unto the harveft; that the pco- 

ple almoſt every where lament the great Joſs they fuiti.: 
an not having acceſs to hear any thing worthy of he name 
af -golpel, preached among them. 8 
Should we not rejoice at hearing of fuch applicat on from 
the wilderneſs, land pow of a Jong time thinly inks ted by 
Zion's citizens, and on which, like the mountains of Gilb« 
of old, neither dew nor rain of divine influences gefcer ts 
edi The Lord pity che caſctof the poor and needy—91 
the wretched, blind, nuſcrable, and naked among mon, £1 
grant the defires of the humble! Oh may the Lord ae 
to grant, that cheſe Letters, thus communicated to 


Public, may be the mean of exciting Chnitizan ſympatl/ 


in the hearts of many, and fervent” prayers for thuulands 
who are opening their yes on their wretched ſituatton 5 
faners, and ther extreme need of the bleſſings of the gr 
pel of peace | This will confole the Author's min even 
though he ſhould ſuffer pecuniary loſs by this publica, 
as he has Gone by ſome preceding ones, howevet Well . 
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tended, The afſur:nce he has however received, from va- 
rials quarters, that theſe have been owned of God, in 2 
vanety of inſtances, av the mean both of converting and of 
edifying, gives him more joy than any temporal . 
from them could impart. Not to him, O Lord ! not to bim, 1. 
to thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truths ſake. 
Soon may his truth and cauſe triumph over all oppoſition, 
and may no weapon formed againſt them proſper! May 
the people who are yet in darkneſs ſoon ſee a great light, 
and to them who fit in the region of the ſhadow of death 
may light ſpring up, even che day ſpring from on high viſit 
them, through the tender mercy of out God, to guide their 
feet into the way of peace! May the God of heaven o- 
ver- rule the policy of Satan, and of all that are influenced 


by it, to produce effects the oppoſite of thole which he and 


they interd! Praying the Lord may direct us While here 


EY 


with his ccunſel, and afterwards bring us to glory, and be 


our God tor ever, and ever, and our guide even to the death, 
I conclude this Correſpondence with a couplet I have ſome- 
where met with, winch contain a very proper prayer, 


Great God be near to patronize 
« Theſe truths which hell would criticiſe!“ 
The cauſe that owns the Power above, 
And ſheds the beams of light and love! 
] remain, Dear Sir, 


Yours in the bonds of Chriſtian afteRion, &c. 


. 


Juſt Publiſhed, (Price 15s. 64.) 


LAVINIA, 
A POEM, 


FOUNDED ON 
THE BOOK OF RUTH; 
AND SOME OTR. h 


SELECT PIECES iN POETRY. 


K TO WHICH 75 ADDED, 


A MEMOIR 


OF 4 


WORTHY CHRISTIAN, LATELY DECEASE!), 


0 


$OLD BY THE AUTHOR, 


Lately Publiſhed by the Tuibor, 
 BRITAIN's GUILT, DANGER, any DUTY ; 


donna Sermons from Iſa. xxvi. 8. ) 


Yeu, i x72 the way of thy judgments, O Lord, have ws? 
waited for th OE 


A MONITORY ADDRESS Tc BRITAIN, 


inſcribed to the King, in which the nation is warne of 
apending judy TIMENtS, as the ] just DULL ment of abu 
ing iniquities. To which is added, BRITAIN'S S REG at. 
BRANCER, a valuable traQ, ſuppoſed to have been wr 
ten by Preſident Forbes ot the Court of Seſſion, on e. 
caſion of the Rebellion in 1745, bud containing much 
{eaſon. ble admonit ion to the inhabitants of theſe langs. 


* 


THE AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE, 


with an expreſſive Frontiſpiece, Or a Short View «of 


tlie Evidence, relative to that ſubje&, produced before 
the Houſe of Commons; interſperſed with fuck remarks 
as naturally flowed from it; with ſpecimens of Reſolu- 
tions publiſhed by different. Societies reſpecting tliat 
trade, Wc. and Moſes' ſong paraphraſed ; or the Tri- 
umph of reſcued Captives over their incorrigibl- Op- 
prefſors. 

N. B. This Publication is at preſent the more ſeaſon. 
able, that God is viſibly pleading the cauſe and aveng- 
ing the wrongs of opprefied fellow creatures; and will 
continue to plead and avenge theſe, till he hath broken 
their oppreſſors in pieces, and approved himſelf the 
Judge, the Guardian, and Avenger of the Opprefled 
from his holy habitation. 


THOUGHTS ON MODEKN POLITICS, 


conſiſting of a Poem on the Slave Trade, in Three Parts, 
Oc. and a number of valuable ſelected pieces, now be- 
come very ſcarce, Wc. 


Tun DUTY or PASTORS, 
particularly reſpcQing the Lord's Supper; a Syned 
Sermon. To which is added, DraLoGUEs, on the 
Duty of Frequent Communicating, We, with Anfwers 
to objections made to that Primitive Practice. For ne 
review of this Publication, fee Miſſionary Magazine lor 


Auguit 1797, N XV. 


Alſo, propoſes to re publiſh, 
PRESENT FOR CHILDREN, 

with ſome valuable Additions; a publication 1 ery pro- 
der for the Family, and for the Uſe cf Sabbath-even- 
ing Schools. God hath been pleated to blifs this ſmall 
tract, in more ſtances than one, which have come to 
the Editor's knowledge, as the mean f con verting ſome 
Children to himſelf. Tlie ürſt impretBon of 2009 co 
pies hath been long «ug9 ũdiſpoſed of, and a demand has 
been repeatedly made for a quantity of them, when 
chere Were none to be had. : 


Fox the benefit of the Highlanders, the Author pre- 
poſes alſe to publiſh, if due encouragement be given, 


THE NEW TESTAMENT, 
AND 


DAV1D's PSALMS, ix Gazr.tc, 


with Notes, contained in a cheap and portable volume, 
The work will be printed on 2 new type and fine pa- 
per; and pat to preſs fo ſoon as a ſuſhctent number 0 
publcriptions, to defray the expence, are procured. A 
Proſpectus is publiſhed, with a ſpecimen of thc 
work. It: hoped many, befides the natives for whoſe 
uſe it is intended, will feel an intereſt in encoui aging: 
work of this nature, che firſt of the kind attempred in 
Britain. The expence attending its execution muſt be 


confiderable, and without the patronage of the Public i 
Lannot be attempted, 


